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M any days, fishing with a tandem rig 
comprised of two or more hooks, flies 

or lures is your best option for catching more 
and bigger walleye, trout, bass, whitefish, 
crappies, bluegills and yellow perch. And 
let there be no question about it, I am not 
referring to multi-hook presentations like 
the outdated “pickerel rig”. Rather, these are 
modern methods employed by some of the 
best anglers in the business. 

And while we never object to catching two or 
more fish at the same time, it is not the only 
reason why tandem rigs excel. It is because 
you can do things with them that you cannot 
accomplish with a single bait method.

DOUBLE FLUKE RIG 
Take the double fluke rig as a good case in 
point. It is an easy way to present two soft 
plastic fluke-style baits and is deadly anytime 
you hear a splash, turn around and see a pack 
of smallmouth, largemouth or striped bass 
herding a school of baitfish up to the surface. 
Most anglers reach for a topwater lure when 
they see this kind of surface commotion, 
but the predators aren’t feeding on top. 
Instead, they’re using the water/
air transition like a ceiling against 
which to wedge their prey.

A double fluke rig is also one of my 
favourite ways to search for bass 
when I am fishing a new lake for 
the first time, or a body of water 
that I know well, but have lost 
contact with the fish. Catching a 

fish is always decisive, but many times I just 
want one to show itself, so I can slow down and 
pick apart the school. 

And when bass are scattered, especially 
smallmouth and I am looking for a reaction 
strike rather than a feeding response, nothing 
entices them to bite faster than a pair of flukes 
dancing past their noses. I should mention, 
too, that in the spring and fall when lake trout, 
speckled trout and splake flood the shallows 
to gorge on minnows, a double fluke rig is 
astonishingly productive. 

To assemble it so the baits never tangle, I tie 
a barrel swivel to the end of a 14-inch leader 
comprised of 10- to 12-pound test Maxima 
UltraGreen monofilament or fluorocarbon 
line. Then, I knot a 2/0 to 4/0 EWG 
Gamakatsu hook (depending on the size of 
the fluke) to the other end. Next, I take my 
10- to 14-pound mainline braid and thread it 
through the open end of the leader swivel so 
that it runs freely up and down the line.

Finally, I attach a barrel swivel to the end of 
my mainline so that it stops the free sliding 
dropper line, fasten an 18” – 24” leader to 

the end, knot on a second hook and attach a 
fluke-style minnow to each hook.

The rig is amazingly tangle free. 

A couple of words, however, about the 
components. Using a light braid is essential 
to cast the baits as far away from the boat as 
possible, to work them erratically and to set 
the hook with authority when a fish hits at 
the end of a long pitch. I also typically fish 
the rig for smallmouth bass using spinning 
gear, although some largemouth pros 

prefer baitcasting tackle. Finally, I always use 
a hook with a topnotch bait keeper to stop the 
soft plastic from slipping. Many days, too, I add 
a drop of Super Glue for insurance.

Oh, yes, one last important rigging detail: 
hook your baits weedless with the point slightly 
embedded under the skin along the back of the 
baits if you’re casting around weeds or wood. 
But if you’re fishing open water structure 
you will increase your hooking percentage 
significantly by keeping the point exposed.

Next, because I am looking for a reaction bite 
or schooling strike and trying to simulate a herd 
of panic-stricken minnows, I tend to fish the rig 
more quickly and erratically than when I am 
pitching a single fluke-style lure, that I often let 
pause and flutter down slowly. I almost always 
keep it in the upper four feet of the water 
column as well. 

By: Gord Pyzer

(Continued on page 4.)

Double 
Fluke 
Rig

They may be called Alabama rigs, but as 
Liam Whetter will tell you, Canadian (Ontario) 
smallmouth love them just as much. Maybe 

even better.
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(Double Trouble continued from page 2.)
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(Tips & Tricks for Rigging Boat Electronics continued from page 42.)

Editor’s Note
Dr. Bruce Tufts is a Professor at Queen’s 
University where he teaches Fisheries 
Biology and supervises research in the Freshwater Fisheries 
Conservation Lab. He is also a multi-species angler and has fished 
bass tournaments for a number of years.
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(Bet On River Backwaters for Winter Walleye continued from page 16.)

Editor’s Note: Tim Allard of Ottawa, 
Ontario is a hard-water expert and author-
photographer of the multi-award winning 

book, ICE FISHING – The Ultimate Guide, 
available at fine book stores, select outdoor 

shops and internet retailers.

Gruenwald rigs a minnow on a stand-up 
style jig. The design keeps the bait off 
bottom and visible to fish.

Most days my dead-stick rod’s rigged with 
a minnow on a teardrop jig, like a Lindy 
Frostee or Custom Jigs and Spins Demon. 
These long, thin jigs flicker as the minnow 
swims. A split shot six to 10 inches above the 
hook pegs the minnow in the strike zone.

And Once Again, Be Safe!
While backwaters offer walleye fishing opportunities in winter, rivers as a whole 
are dangerous territory. At the risk of sounding like a broken record, folks, stay 
clear away from fast flow areas, such as the main channel, and exercise caution at 

all times even in backwaters. 

“Always remember, when in doubt, don’t go 
out,” Gruenwald said. After all, there’s probably 
a lake down the road where the walleye are 
biting.

In 2017, the Next Cast Youth Fishing 
Program launched with the focus 

of educating 10 to 13 year old children 
from the community. We’re not only 
teaching them how to fish but how to 
explore, face new challenges, meet new 
people, make new friends and to strengthen 
their confidence which can be applied to every 
aspect of their lives.

The goal of this FREE program was to supply 
the knowledge and provide the tools required 
to fish. Each participant received a Shimano 
rod and reel, rod glove, tackle box, a variety of 
lures, teaching material, life jacket, and a UPF 
Torc, all made possible through sponsorship 
dollars and donations. In addition to this, each 
child received a personalized team jersey 
featuring all of the sponsors.

The model for the program was to combine 
local youth with local businesses and to offer 
an outlet with the opportunity to learn. Studies 
have shown that fishing and the outdoors have 
been recognized as a benefit when it comes to 

creating a positive, stress free 
environment for children.

The program was 
structured around 
6 weeks of in-class 
teaching, using a 
curriculum, which 
provided the hands 
on knowledge and 
tools for each child 
to practice the sport. After completing the  
in-class sessions, 10 volunteer anglers assisted 
with a live release bass fishing tournament. 

Teams of 2 were drawn from the participants, 
and then paired with one of the 10 anglers who 
were assigned the task of guide and mentor. 
They were responsible for each child’s safety 
and to assist them in implementing what they 
had been taught in class. These volunteers gave 
up a day out of their personal lives. Not only 

was it a gratifying moment for 
them but also for the program. 
For many of these kids this 
was their first time in a boat, 
for some, maybe the only time 
they will experience this.

Over the years and with 
the introduction of personal 

devices there seems to be a drop in 
the next generation getting involved 
in fishing or the outdoors in general. 

This program creates a unique 
opportunity for youth who may 
not have had the chance to learn 
about the world of fishing.

The Next Cast Youth Fishing 
Program was developed to teach and 
encourage young people to get out 
and enjoy this favoured past time. 
Together we are guiding the youth 

of today, for the community of tomorrow!

For more information about this program, please 
visit: www.tncyouthfishingprogram.weebly.com.

Year 1 of the Next Cast 
Youth Fishing Program 

a Huge Success!

(In the News continued from page 35.)

“The fishing program not only opened him up 
to a new found hobby, it also opened him up to 
trying new things. This essentially has changed 
his entire outlook on how the world is. He’s not 

so fearful.”– Parent of participant, 2017

(Continued on page 38.)

(Photos: Bernard Clark)

We Carry:
Restricted and Non Restricted Fire Arms – New & Used

Crossbows & Compound Bows (we take trades)
• Live Bait: 

Suckers, Shiners,
 Dace, Herring

• Large Inventory 
of Ammunition

• Hunting Apparel: 
Under Armour, Browning,

Muck Boots

• Professional Staff 
for Bow and Gun Repair 

& Setup Onsite
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Ironically, the same invasive species that these fish are feeding on, round 
gobies, are quick to pounce on eggs and bottom fry if the guarding male 
smallmouth is angled. In my opinion, we might want to re-think this 
situation if we want to maintain the quality of these fisheries because it 
is clearly not consistent with our approach to managing bass in inland 
lakes in this region. 

In summary, I’m not trying to say that the sky is falling here. I am 
simply trying to provide a balanced scientific perspective about 
what we know and don’t know about these unique smallmouth bass 
populations. My information is primarily based on Lake Ontario and 
the St Lawrence River, but much of it probably also applies to other 
smallmouth fisheries where round gobies are now abundant such as 
Lake Erie, St Clair and Simcoe. If we want to enjoy these fisheries for 
as long as possible, it essential that we pay close attention to the things 
that science is telling us about them.

(Where Science & Fishing Meet continued from page 18.)
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Editor’s Note: Dr. Bruce Tufts is a Professor 
at Queen’s University where he teaches 

Fisheries Biology and supervises research in the 
Freshwater Fisheries Conservation Lab. He is 
also a multi-species angler and has fished bass 

tournaments for a number of years.
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your rod a jolt to rip the weeds that might 
have got caught on a blade. A bait casting 
reel with a high gear ratio will allow you to 
reel in quickly to trigger a bite but also to 
take up the slack when smallmouth decide 
that the battle is on!

Use stout line, 16 – 20-lb. fluorocarbon, as it 
has minimal stretch to ensuring that you can 
drive the hooks home every time. While many 
anglers fish braided line, this is not the place 
for it as you could easily tear the hooks out 
of their mouth unless you are using a softer 
rod. Monofilament is at the opposite end of the 
spectrum as it has far too much stretch and you 
won’t be able to hook fish at all – a struggle 
I’ve experienced first hand. With a properly 
tuned and set-up reel, you should be able to 
cast into the wind without backlashing. 

There is no shame in using your magnets to 
help control your spool over-runs, that’s why 
they’re so valuable to the reel! I also allow for 
a very small amount of slip in the drag, it’s 
a must if you have any hope of landing that 
fish as you need a little bit of give to pop that 
hook point into the mouth of that smallmouth. 
I sometimes like having my reels super-tuned 
by adding ceramic bearings as it adds to 
casting distance. Careful though, be sure you 
are not voiding the warranty on your reel.

Once a smallmouth strikes, you can usually 
tell when the blades stop turning. Always 
keep a firm grip on you rod, the strikes are 
vicious. Before setting the hook, I’ll take up 
the slack quickly allowing the rod to load up 
and then I’ll pull back on the fish. The days 
of slack-line setting are dead! Not only do 
you lose fish, but you run the risk of breaking 
your line from a powerful hook-set.

Do not ever horse the fish to the boat just 
because you are fishing with heavier gear, 
they’ll make you pay the price every time. 
If I know that fish is over 4-lbs., I’ll take 
my time getting it in and allow the rod to 
tire it out taking up line slowly and never 
allowing the fish to put slack in the line. 
As a smallmouth approaches the end of the 
fight, be careful as they are often good for 
one least surge with explosive quickness and 
power right at the boat. Patience is key and 
don’t swing them in the boat, it’s a great way 
to break your rod! 

As a student of the game, I spend a lot of 
time on Youtube.com, Bassmaster.com, 
and watching Major League Fishing. From 
each, I’ve learned a few tricks to improve 
my spinnerbait game. As a writer, I’ve had 
the privilege of interviewing some of the 
world’s best anglers and hearing them speak 

(Burn Baby Burn continued from page 10.)

(Continued on page 14.)
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Putting It All Together
Start trolling by first watching the spoon-
fly rig at boat side to check that it’s running 
properly. This also gives you clues on the set-
up’s speed limitations. After gathering this 
data and you’re confident the rig’s running 
right, slowly let out line. 

Let the rig sink slowly so that it doesn’t get 
tangled. One trick to help with this is feeding 
out one arm length of line at a time. This 
also gives you an idea of how much line’s 
out. When a fish hits, duplicate this amount 
and use the same trolling speed to get back 
in the strike zone. Investing in a line counter 
reel makes quick work of this exercise and 
is more accurate.

You can short and long line troll with this 
rig. Less line makes performing sharper turns 
easier, which is necessary when following 
a small lake’s shoreline. Less line’s also 
the ticket for shallow water trolling without 
getting snagged. More line is better when a 
lake has enough shoreline. Long-lining also 
helps troll deeper. 

What’s important to remember about this 
trolling set-up is it’s weighted. Stopping or 

(Continued on page 20.)

(Flash Spoon & Fly Trolling Tactics continued  from page 16.)
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For many years, I always 
incorporated maggots 
or minnows into my ice 
fishing strategy to increase 
my odds. It was the only 
time of year when I 
found that live bait really 
made a difference in my 
fishing. Then one day I 
experimented and realized 

that I could get a lot of 
extra strikes from those less 
aggressive fish if I simply 
tipped my hard baits with 

Gulp products developed in the labs at Berkley. 

Now I can’t remember the last time that I 
used live bait on the ice. I’m just telling my 
own story and have absolutely no connection 
to Berkley, although I will say again that I’m 
impressed by the way that they’ve invested in 
a scientific approach to develop their products. 

Hopefully, some of the information provided 
in this column will help with your own angling 
strategies. Good luck on the ice this winter!

Some references for those who might want to 
know more…

Namekawa et al (2018). Rapid olfactory 
discrimination learning in adult zebrafish. 
Experimental Brain Research 236: 2959–2969.

Jones KA. 2005. Knowing Bass: the scientific 
approach to catching more fish. First Lyons Press.

Ogawa K and J Caprio. 1999. Citrate ions enhance 
taste responses to amino acids in the largemouth 
bass. J. Neurophysiol. 81: 1603–1607.

(Where Science & Fishing Meet continued from page 24.)
Pull the nylon tape to retrieve the 
power cord from the sonar end. This 
process is easier with a friend pushing 
the power cable and feeding nylon tape 
from the battery’s end. Wrap knots with 
painter’s tape for security. 

4: Unwrap painter’s tape and untie 
the sonar cord, pulling enough for 
mounting and operation needs. 

5: Tie off the nylon fish tape at both ends, leaving in place for future 
rigging needs.

 USE A mOUnTing PlATE
Drilling holes in a boat makes most anglers a tad anxious. Installing a 

transducer mounting plates will reduce 
the number you bore through aluminium. 
They look like a mini version of a kitchen 
cutting board. Mine mounted with with two 
screws. Once installed you can then mount 
transducers and other accessories directly 
to the plastic board, and that means fewer 
holes in the boat’s hull. 

Tip: Fill holes in boat hull and coat back of 
board with marine grade silicone to seal. Let 
fully cure before mounting items to plate.

BATTERy TiPS
Disconnect batteries and shut off the boat’s master power when 
rigging. When done, connect wiring and power-up electronics and 

accessories to ensure all’s in working order before tidying up 
tools and supplies.

Don’t stop yet – Register products for warranty, software updates, 
and to be notified in the event of a recall.

Tip: DIY rigging saves money, but it also gives valuable intel. 
Troubleshooting an issue’s faster knowing how the boat’s rigged.

(Sidebar ) 

Rigging is fun, but if you’d 
rather catch fish instead or 

aren’t keen or electrical work, 
leave the task to the experts. 
Marinas and specialty tackle 

shops provide rigging services. 
Costs can range around 

Editor’s Note
Dr. Bruce Tufts is a Professor at Queen’s 
University where he teaches Fisheries 
Biology and supervises research in the Freshwater Fisheries 
Conservation Lab. He is also a multi-species angler and has fished 
bass tournaments for a number of years.
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(Bet On River Backwaters for Winter Walleye continued from page 16.)

Editor’s Note: Tim Allard of Ottawa, 
Ontario is a hard-water expert and author-
photographer of the multi-award winning 

book, ICE FISHING – The Ultimate Guide, 
available at fine book stores, select outdoor 

shops and internet retailers.

Gruenwald rigs a minnow on a stand-up 
style jig. The design keeps the bait off 
bottom and visible to fish.

Most days my dead-stick rod’s rigged with 
a minnow on a teardrop jig, like a Lindy 
Frostee or Custom Jigs and Spins Demon. 
These long, thin jigs flicker as the minnow 
swims. A split shot six to 10 inches above the 
hook pegs the minnow in the strike zone.

And Once Again, Be Safe!
While backwaters offer walleye fishing opportunities in winter, rivers as a whole 
are dangerous territory. At the risk of sounding like a broken record, folks, stay 
clear away from fast flow areas, such as the main channel, and exercise caution at 

all times even in backwaters. 

“Always remember, when in doubt, don’t go 
out,” Gruenwald said. After all, there’s probably 
a lake down the road where the walleye are 
biting.

In 2017, the Next Cast Youth Fishing 
Program launched with the focus 

of educating 10 to 13 year old children 
from the community. We’re not only 
teaching them how to fish but how to 
explore, face new challenges, meet new 
people, make new friends and to strengthen 
their confidence which can be applied to every 
aspect of their lives.

The goal of this FREE program was to supply 
the knowledge and provide the tools required 
to fish. Each participant received a Shimano 
rod and reel, rod glove, tackle box, a variety of 
lures, teaching material, life jacket, and a UPF 
Torc, all made possible through sponsorship 
dollars and donations. In addition to this, each 
child received a personalized team jersey 
featuring all of the sponsors.

The model for the program was to combine 
local youth with local businesses and to offer 
an outlet with the opportunity to learn. Studies 
have shown that fishing and the outdoors have 
been recognized as a benefit when it comes to 

creating a positive, stress free 
environment for children.

The program was 
structured around 
6 weeks of in-class 
teaching, using a 
curriculum, which 
provided the hands 
on knowledge and 
tools for each child 
to practice the sport. After completing the  
in-class sessions, 10 volunteer anglers assisted 
with a live release bass fishing tournament. 

Teams of 2 were drawn from the participants, 
and then paired with one of the 10 anglers who 
were assigned the task of guide and mentor. 
They were responsible for each child’s safety 
and to assist them in implementing what they 
had been taught in class. These volunteers gave 
up a day out of their personal lives. Not only 

was it a gratifying moment for 
them but also for the program. 
For many of these kids this 
was their first time in a boat, 
for some, maybe the only time 
they will experience this.

Over the years and with 
the introduction of personal 

devices there seems to be a drop in 
the next generation getting involved 
in fishing or the outdoors in general. 

This program creates a unique 
opportunity for youth who may 
not have had the chance to learn 
about the world of fishing.

The Next Cast Youth Fishing 
Program was developed to teach and 
encourage young people to get out 
and enjoy this favoured past time. 
Together we are guiding the youth 

of today, for the community of tomorrow!

For more information about this program, please 
visit: www.tncyouthfishingprogram.weebly.com.

Year 1 of the Next Cast 
Youth Fishing Program 

a Huge Success!

(In the News continued from page 35.)

“The fishing program not only opened him up 
to a new found hobby, it also opened him up to 
trying new things. This essentially has changed 
his entire outlook on how the world is. He’s not 

so fearful.”– Parent of participant, 2017

(Continued on page 38.)

(Photos: Bernard Clark)

We Carry:
Restricted and Non Restricted Fire Arms – New & Used

Crossbows & Compound Bows (we take trades)
• Live Bait: 

Suckers, Shiners,
 Dace, Herring

• Large Inventory 
of Ammunition

• Hunting Apparel: 
Under Armour, Browning,

Muck Boots

• Professional Staff 
for Bow and Gun Repair 

& Setup Onsite
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Ironically, the same invasive species that these fish are feeding on, round 
gobies, are quick to pounce on eggs and bottom fry if the guarding male 
smallmouth is angled. In my opinion, we might want to re-think this 
situation if we want to maintain the quality of these fisheries because it 
is clearly not consistent with our approach to managing bass in inland 
lakes in this region. 

In summary, I’m not trying to say that the sky is falling here. I am 
simply trying to provide a balanced scientific perspective about 
what we know and don’t know about these unique smallmouth bass 
populations. My information is primarily based on Lake Ontario and 
the St Lawrence River, but much of it probably also applies to other 
smallmouth fisheries where round gobies are now abundant such as 
Lake Erie, St Clair and Simcoe. If we want to enjoy these fisheries for 
as long as possible, it essential that we pay close attention to the things 
that science is telling us about them.

(Where Science & Fishing Meet continued from page 18.)

CRAPPIE CANDY (Panfish Panacea) 

One of the things I most look forward to each 
year at the Toronto Spring Fishing Show 
is hooking up with Dan Dannenmueller, 
founder of the popular CrappieNow  
(www.crappienow.com) website. Dannenmueller 
tours the southern United States tournament 
circuits where crappie fishing 
is as much a religion as a sport 
and he always has a plethora 
of panfish aces tucked up his 
sleeve.

“Since Canadians can only 
use one pole,” Dannenmueller 
says, when I ask him to divulge 
his “go to” presentation, 
“my favourite way to catch 
crappies when I come north, is 
to vertically jig, or drift, push 
and pull a double rig.”  

To assemble the vertical 
arrangement, Dannenmueller 
ties a Blakemore Live Shot’N 
Fry 12- to 18-inches up his 
10-pound test Gamma high-
vis main line. It is a unique 
feathered finesse fly-like jig with barbell eyes built around a Blakemore 
Standout hook. Then he knots a 1/16-ounce Roadrunner jig dressed with 
a Bobby Garland Baby Shad to the end of his line. “It flat out catches just 
about everything that swims,” chuckles the personable pro. 

“If I am drifting, or using my electric trolling motor to push or pull the 
boat, on the other hand,” says Dannenmueller, “I fashion my double rig 
around a Thundermist three-way swivel. It is the only one that offers true 
360° rotation to minimize tangles. I tie my mainline to one end of the 

(Continued on page 6.)

Dan Dannenmueller, founder of the popular  
www.crappienow.com website.

It is hard to believe that we are into February already 
and that the show season for our industry/hobby is 
just about to go into overdrive. It looks like a really 
good year coming up and I am sure that the shows 
will be packed. Especially with cabin fever being 
at an all-time high from the lack of good/safe ice in 
many areas keeping the ice freaks off the hard water.

To get you looking forward to Spring we have assembled a super issue 
that is packed with great information. Starting in this issue and moving 
forward we will feature content from non-other than the Musky Hunter 
himself Jim Saric, which is sure to up everyones musky game. We have 
Gord Pyzer with some Double Trouble for us, Tim Allard on Spring 
Whitefish, Jim Saric on Keys to Catching More Muskies, Al Lindner 
on the Mayfly Hatch for Walleye, David Chong on Ned Bassin’, Bro 
catches us up on Spring Crappie, Gussy hooks us up with New Stuff to 
try in 2020, and Matity & Bohonis teach us how to “Colour”.

On a more serious note, there is quite a list of organizations and 
individuals out there who would really like to stop you fishing, hunting 
or trapping, all of which are a vital part of our Canadian Heritage. An 
effort to restrict your access to water and what it offers to us has already 
begun with the introduction of Marine Protected Areas (MPA’s). These 
areas basically ban you from accessing them for any reason. There are 
many more initiatives in the works that will eventually come to our own 
backyards if we don’t educate ourselves and speak up. We need to vigilant. 

Take the time to get a rug rat or an old guy like me out for a fish this 
summer... you won’t regret it when you pass it along.

FISH SAFE! “Big” Jim

www.norrisfishnhunt.com
www.justfishing.ca
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swivel and a pre-tied #1 Blakemore-snelled hook 
to one of the open ends. I always bait this hook 
with a minnow. Then, I attach a 32-inch length 
of 8-pound test clear Gamma monofilament  
(six-pound if the water is clear) to the third end of 
the swivel and three-quarters of the way down, I 
loop the line four times through a 1/2-ounce egg 
sinker to stop it from sliding. It is important to 
have at least 10-inches of line below the weight. 
Then, I finish off the rig with the same Road 
Runner-style jig and soft plastic dressing that I 
mentioned earlier.”

While most Canadian anglers use six- to seven-
foot light action spinning rods for their panfish 
presentations, Dannenmueller says a much 
longer rod will put your jigs farther away from 
the boat, where the fish haven’t been spooked. 
When he is vertical jigging, he uses a 10-foot 
long Sam Heaton BnM jigging pole, opting for 
an even longer 14-foot BnM trolling rod when 
he is slowly pushing and pulling the boat. 

“Since most Canadian crappie lakes are clear,” 
says Dannenmueller, “I look for deep water 
structure and cover like isolated rocks, humps 
and grass beds. In the heart of summer, the fish 
will go deep enough to just be out of the light, near 
schools of minnows. If the water has any colour, 
you will find the crappies shallower. I really like 
vertical weed walls where the grass grows right 
to the edge of deep water. And if you fish a lake  

with plenty of cottages, and 
can find docks over deep 
water, you’ll catch crappies by 
vertically jigging in the shady 
areas.”

GET THE LEAD OUT
Drop-shotting is arguably the hottest technique 
to hit the bass scene over the last decade. So 
efficient, in fact, that it has been quickly adopted 
by walleye, trout and panfish anglers as well.

Drop-shotting is so effective because you tie 
your hook a foot or two up the line and then add 
a lead or tungsten sinker to the end, the opposite 
way anglers have been doing it for centuries. 

(Sidebar)

Czech Nymph Technique
The Czech nymph technique is beyond 
brilliant. It is a two, three or four fly 
technique that requires no casting and 
is deadly on hard to catch trout and 
grayling. Simply tie a 10-foot-long, eight-
pound-test, degreased fluorocarbon 
leader to your fly line and then add one, 
two or three eight-inch-long dropper lines 
spaced 18 inches apart. 

Attach a heavy nymph to the top dropper 
to keep the flies near bottom and 
then add a lighter nymph to each line. 
You can vary the size, shape, colour 
and patterns to find what the fish 
want best. Now, let your leader and 
nymphs drift down with the current 
until your line is tight and then, with 

less than a foot of fly line dangling below 
your rod tip, roll your wrist and flick the 
flies upstream. 

Follow the nymphs with your rod tip as 
they bounce along the bottom, lifting it up 
and lowering it down to control the drift. 
When you feel a strike, usually at the end 
of a drift, set the hook smartly and marvel 
at what many believe to be the most 
efficient and effective moving water trout 
technique of all time.

(Continued on page 8.)

(Double Trouble continued from page 4.)

Czech Nymph

www.paddletales.com
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(Double Trouble continued from page 6.)
When you attach a live or soft plastic bait to the 
hook, and then fish it over the side of the boat, 
or cast it out and slowly work it back, you can 
let the sinker lie on the bottom and suspend your 
offering in front of the fishes’ faces.

More and more anglers, however, have taken 
to substituting a jig for the weight on 
the bottom, giving them two hooking 
options. It is particularly effective in 
ultra-clear water situations, like the 
Great Lakes where bottom dwelling 
gobies fuel the energy cycle.

Lacking a swim bladder, gobies literally 
scoot across the bottom, where they’re 
gobbled up eagerly by bass, walleye, yellow 
perch, lake trout and whitefish. In fact, before 
the advent of the drop shot rig, most anglers 
targeted the top predators by dragging a tube 
jig. Then it became fashionable to argue which 
technique was better – a plowing tube or slightly 
elevated drop shot bait. Why choose when you 
can fish them both at the same time?

My favourite walleye presentation is using a 
1/4- to 1/2-ounce ReelBait Tournament Flasher 
jig tipped with a minnow, leech or nightcrawler 
with a similar 
offering pinned 
to a #2, #4 or #6 
VMC Neko hook 
positioned 14- to 
16-inches up the 
line at the depth 
that I can see the 
fish cruising on 
my sonar screen. Many anglers tip the two hooks 

with different baits – a minnow on the jig and a 
leech on the drop shot hook, for example – so the 
fish have a choice. But I always use the same bait 
on both hooks for what I think is a more natural 
look. 

When I am fishing for bottom-dwelling 
smallmouth bass, lake trout and whitefish, 
on the other hand, as well as yellow perch 
and walleye in lakes with burgeoning 
populations of rusty crayfish, my “go to” 

lure on the end of the line 
is a Meegs jig. The unique 
Meegs is a compact, nose-
heavy minnow with the 

(Sidebar)

Alabama Rig Bass
The Alabama rig is a multi-hook method 
that features two, three or more trailing 
soft plastic swimbaits. It is so effective that 
many tournament circuits have banned it. 

We’ve covered the details 
in previous editions of the 
magazine so we won’t 
repeat them here. Suffice 
to say that in lakes where 
the predominate diet 
of the fish – especially 

smallmouth bass – is pelagic baitfish like 
rainbow smelt, ciscoes, alewives and 
shiners few baits produce more and bigger 
bass. And it is not uncommon to catch 
more than one at a time.

(Continued on page 10.)

ReelBait Tournament 
Flasher Jigs

Meegs Jig

Alabama 
Rig
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(Double Trouble continued from page 8.)
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line tie positioned where the dorsal fin 
would be. When you lower it to the 
bottom and gently lift it up and down, 
you can make it peck into the sand, 
mud and detritus looking exactly like 
a feeding shiner, goby or sculpin. 

But here is the turn-on-trick: bait your 
drop shot hook above the Meegs jig 
with a soft plastic insect replica – like 
a GULP! Hellgrammite –  and every 
few minutes, lift up the Meegs at least 
two or three feet and let it crash into 
the bottom. Then lift it up only inches 
and hold it as still as possible. When 
you drop it into the bottom, it creates 
a mini-volcanic eruption, spewing up 
a cloud of silt, announcing to every 
bass, walleye, perch or whitefish in 
the neighbourhood that the gravy train 
has arrived. They see both the Meegs minnow and the floating soft plastic 
above it and come charging in when the dinner bell rings.

And what is so interesting is that you typically will find the fish zeroing in 
on one offering or the other. It is rarely random and the preference often 
switches suddenly and noticeably, as 
weather conditions, light levels and fish 
preferences change. But you never have 
to worry about it when you’re fishing a 
modern-day tandem rig. 

(Sidebar)

Check the Regs
In most provinces, anglers 
are allowed up to four hooks 
on their line, with a treble 
normally counting as one 
hook. It is the reason why 
most jerkbaits, crankbaits 
and musky bucktails are 
adorned with three or four 
trebles and the venerable 
four hook “pickerel rig” has 
remained in vogue. But, 
certain areas and lakes are 
managed on a single-hook-
only basis. So, always check 
the rules and if in doubt, 
consult the local Natural 
Resource office.

www.goldwingautocare.com
www.wingslivebaitandtackle.ca
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“J eff, line up that big birch tree with the 
red willows and drift us out past the 

edge of these surface weeds… Ben, drop the 
anchor... right here” instructed “The Captain”, 
Lou Matity, as he pointed his finger and nodded 
to his crew. 

“Guaranteed pickerel and jackfish”, added Dad 
confidently as son, Benjamin, and I anticipating 
some good fishing. The 14-foot “Teaspoon” 
pivoted into position. Immediately, fish began 
gobbling our ReelBait Flasher jigs. Success... 
thanks to our human GPS, Grampa Matity!

“Old school” triangulation-navigation will 
never go out of style! However, for the past few 
years, I have dedicated myself to “colouring” 
with my Humminbird Helix 9. Creating my 
own “live” hydrographic maps, has proven fun 
and educational, although at times, grueling 
and outright heartbreaking.

Mapping takes some discipline and, I feel, 
is best done without a line in the water. No 
distractions, please! For that reason, my two 
favourite times of year to map are spring and 
fall. Where I live, April is closed to angling on 
most lakes; perfect conditions for getting the 
boat in the water and doing some “colouring”! 

Again, come fall, when most outdoors people 
are in the field, I’m on the water, mapping 
and scouting for first-ice hot spots. Fewer 
boats on the water means safer mapping 
with fewer “holes” in the map created when 
avoiding someone’s anchored boat along 
your mapping path.

Here are “5 Tips” for better mapping although, 
I don’t claim to be an electronics master. No, 
I’m just a regular guy, lucky enough to be 
using the most user-friendly technology in 
the industry. With several hundred hours of 
experience under my belt, I feel I can speak 
from that experience and, above all else, 
highlight the importance of common sense 
and discipline. 

1: Save, Save, Save

Most people have experienced losing data, at 
one time or another, with their phone or PC 
after penning an essay or long email only to 
have the power flicker or fail and the work 
vanish. Your fishfinder is no different. Know 
your boat’s power supply and always save 
your data often (even just small map sections 
at a time). You see, my boat has a master power 
switch that defaults to “off” when I shut off the 
key and then turn it on again. One day, after 
completing a 3-hour section on my home lake, 
I decided to try a favourite spot for walleye. It 
was a good decision to stop. 

The Humminbird showed my completed 
Autochart Zero Line map that included several 
waypoints I’d placed, with care, along the 
small underwater point. My 1/4 oz., ReelBait 
SpinDoctor smeared with Pro-Cure BaitWaxx 
was what the doctor ordered and I got bit! I 
didn’t want to quit; but, it was supper time. So, 
I turned the key to fire the big engine and the 
Humminbird screen went black! 

My heart sank as I powered up the machine 
and scrolled over to the lake section I’d just 
mapped...  I saw nothing but my pretty grid of 
lines from my mapping passes! I was unable 
to recover the map. With my wiring I must 
Stop recording and manually Powered Down 
the unit for the data to be collated and stored 
properly. Now, I have yellow electrical tape 
stuck to the bottom of the Helix unit with 
message, “Saved?!?” 

Speaking of Saved, don’t leave your precious 
maps on your finder only. Have a file system 
set up on your PC and back-up all your maps. 
Be conscientious or be sorry!

2: Safety, Safety, Safety

My home lakes are Glacial Prairie Gems. 
Unlike Canadian Shield Lakes, there are few 
reefs, fewer islands and, for the most part, 
soft bottom points and bays. However, each 
summer, my wife/musky girl, Lori, trolls with 
me at 6 mph, mapping island-after-island 
and reef-after-reef in our ongoing search for 
Girthra – Lake of the Woods’ giant musky. At 
this speed, I am able to be quick on the steering 
wheel, throttle and my engine’s trim in order 
to negotiate interesting areas. 

In unfamiliar and very tight spots, we cast 
under the power of the MinnKota Terrova, 
with the big engine trimmed up, out of harm’s 
way. In any unfamiliar waters, Never, Ever, 
Ever put yourself, your guests, your boat 
and your engine in perilous danger. Saving 
time “pushing” a mapping job is senseless. 
Hasty and careless, now, means sorry and 
expensive, later!

3: Speed Kills – Know your 
Throttle Threshold

For those who ask me about mapping speed, 
I start with some standard advice; 6-7 mph on 
straightaways and 4 mph in corners. I say this so 
that folks will be able to move at a quick enough 
clip, be safe; as well as, avoid “washouts” 
on corners. Washouts are caused when the 
transducer skids sideways and cavitates on a 
curve causing map “blemishes”. 

5 TIPS FOR BUILDING YOUR OWN LIVE LAKE MAPS
By: Jeff Matity with Darrin Bohonis

(Continued on page 14.)
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(Colouring continued from page 12.)

I know my local lakes well. Here, I stretch the speed barrier quite a bit.  
In shallow water, as deep as 10-15 feet, I actually get my boat up onto 
plane and hold it at its lowest planning speed... around 13-14 mph. In 
deep water I drop from plane down to 9 mph Speed-mapping is best 
when the water is flat and there is no bouncing of the bow to jostle 
the transducer from its optimal, parallel angle with the bottom. I can’t 
always pick my day, and mapping in choppy water is usually the norm. 
For this, I adjust my tactics a bit taking a big “sausage shaped” bite 
out of a shoreline and working from the perimeter inward. I still do the 
shallow-water speed-run with the wind; but, hold steady against the 
breeze, with a reduced speed for the deep-water stretch. 

4: Map-Blemish Fix

During your learning curve, you will end up “washing out” on a turn or 
on a speed run. What you will see is a blemish that looks like a “black-
hole” on your map. The fix is simple: pull up on any black-hole and 
“hover” in the middle of it. The hole will begin to shrink rapidly as the 
mapping unit continually truths the data and, finally, morphs into the 
colour of the surrounding map… voila!

5: Hugging Curves

The general rule that I adhere to when mapping is to “run parallel” with 
the contours. Now, on the “sausage shaped” maps you cannot avoid 
“contour cutting”, which is slicing up and down changing water depths. 
What the transducer signal, finder-computer and mapping image will 
create is a “dragging” effect of the image. I think of it like a perfectly 
drawn water-colour contour map that you have dragged a wet paintbrush 
across and, in doing so, dragged the clean contour lines out of sync with 
the original map. To fix, return to these “drag marks” and carefully run 
the contour. By running the contour several times, you will “tighten up” 
the drag marks to accurately represent the true contour.

EQUIPMENT EXPECTATIONS

A boat engine is not cheap to operate. Over a season of colouring 
sessions, I spend several hundred dollars on premium gas; as well 
as, Evinrude 2+4 Fuel Conditioner and Evinrude E-Tec XD100 oil 
to keep my engine running perfectly. The way I look at it, my sport 
of choice is not free. However, the information that a lake gives up 
once I discover her secret spots and the migration routes of the fish is 
priceless! Also, the care and attention that I give to my boat and motor 
when mapping in the fall (before I put her to bed for the winter) or in 
the spring (when I wake her up from her winter slumber) is time and 
money well invested. 

DON’T’ TAKE MY WORD FOR IT: SUPER-PRO TIPS

Darrin Bohonis, of www.bohonisenterprisesinc.ca, specializes in 
Humminbird products and has spent more time mapping than most 
experienced folks have spent fishing, period! He annually logs 100’s 
of hours behind the wheel, mapping. Here are his words of wisdom:

(Continued on page 15.)
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(Colouring continued from page 14.)

“Jeff’s TIPS are solid; but, a few details can be added here…”

A: “Safety is, without question, the primary goal. Do not let yourself get 
‘hypnotized’ by the mapping screen. Instead, try to look up at your destination 
as much as you look down at your screen.”

B: “If you make a “blemish” on your map, go to:  
https://www.technologicalangler.com/repair-autochart-live-maps for 
instructions on how to delete the data point instead of trying to erase it by 
repetitive passes through it.”

C: “With a properly installed transducer, it is possible to travel, on plane, 
as fast as 20 mph without causing blemishes on your map. Just understand 
that your data is not as accurate since your data-point recordings are more 
spread out. You will also notice the width of the map drawing will be 
narrower than when traveling at 6-9 mph. However, this is not an issue 
when mapping expansive, featureless basin area.”

“Colouring” with my user-friendly, 
feature packed Humminbird is 
rewarding and educational. However, 
every chance I get, I take along “The 
Captain” for “guaranteed pickerel and 
jackfish!”
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By: David Chong

O ne of the hottest finesse bass fishing 
presentations recently has been a Ned 

Rig! This rig was developed in the Midwest 
by several finesse fishing pioneers whose goal 
was to catch as many bass a day as possible. 
Ned Kehde, hailing originally from St. Louis, 
MO, is widely considered as one of the 
forefathers of Midwest finesse fishing and is 
whom the Ned Rig is named after. He has been 
using finesse techniques to catch bass since 
the early 1960’s along with other well-known 
names in the fishing industry. Among these 
names were Chuck Woods who developed 
the original Beetle and Beetle Spin, Charlie 
Brewer of Slider Fishing System fame and 
Drew Reese who competed in the first ever 

Bassmaster Classic in 1971 on Lake Mead. 
Drew managed a 7th place finish at the 
inaugural Bassmaster Classic, catching most 
of his fish on a jigworm and a Beetle Spin.

Today’s modern Ned Rig was born out of 2 
critical moments in Ned’s life. In 2006 Ned 
shared a boat with Japanese pro bass angler, 
Shinichi Fukae on Beaver Lake. Shin’s 
finesse presentations impressed upon Ned 
the similarities to the finesse tactics he had 
learned, pioneered and used back in Kansas. 

Later on, that same year, while covering an 
event for In-Fisherman magazine, Kevin 
VanDam gave him a pack of Strike King 
Zeros which was a stickbait made out of a 
material called ElaZtech. These were made 
for Strike King by a company from South 
Carolina called Z-Man. ElaZtech products 
were created by Z-Man’s proprietary formula 
and were advertised as “10X Tough”. They 
are extremely soft & pliable while extremely 
resistant to nicks, cut and tearing. Another 
unique property of the ElaZtech material is 
its natural buoyancy, which is one of the 
keys to the Ned Rig’s effectiveness.

Kehde eventually cut a 5” Zero in half 
and threaded it on a 1/16 oz. Gopher 
jighead and learned really quickly how 
effective it was at catching not only 
numbers of bass but size as well. He 
found out that it was also extremely 
durable, literally often catching 
over one hundred on the same bait. 
Eventually with the assistance 
of Drew Reese, they convinced 
Z-Man Fishing to come out with 

the Hula StickZ and the Finesse T.R.D.  
(The Real Deal) and the Ned Rig era began.

A Ned Rig setup consists of a mushroom shaped 
jighead with some type of ElaZtech bait from 
Z-Man. Although to a Ned Rig neophyte, a Ned 
Rig may look like just a half of a Senko on a jig 
head, this is simply not the case. The buoyancy 
of the ElaZtech material and the mushroom 
shaped head are both keys to this presentation. 
When combined together, the ElaZtech bait 
stands the mushroom jighead up off the bottom. 
When stopped, the ElaZtech bait slowly quivers 
while standing off the bottom, an action which 
almost no bass can resist. 

Originally, Z-Man offered mushroom 
shaped jigheads like the Finesse ShroomZ 
and Power Finesse ShroomZ, available 
in open hook and weedless models. These 
were great on light spinning outfits and in 
the shallower waters for which that type of 
finesse presentation was developed. 

Ned would fish this rig anywhere from 3 feet to 
12-15 feet, but as the use of the Ned Rig spread 
across the country and into Canada, anglers 
started using them to catch smallmouth bass 
in deeper waters. So, Z-Man introduced the 
TT Lures NedLockZ HD jighead and this year 
the Pro ShroomZ jighead, which both feature 
stouter hooks and heavier weights to handle 
those hard fighting smallies and the depths that 
they may live in. Using jigheads with heavier 
gauge wire hooks is definitely recommended 
when targeting smallmouth bass as they can 
easily open up fine wire hooks. There is always 
a balance that must be maintained because if 
the hook is too heavy it will counteract the 
buoyant property of the ElaZtech bait!

Other quality manufacturers quickly got 
on board with the Ned Rig craze. Owner 
introduced their Block Head jighead, which 

(Continued on page 18.)

Finesse presentations like a Ned Rig 
can works equally as well for largemouth 

& smallmouth bass!

Although initially developed to 
catch numbers of largemouth bass, the 

Ned Rig has evolved into a 
must-have presentation for 

smallmouth bass!
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NEW TATULA® SV TW
 Lightweight, compact versatility

 A7075 Aluminum SV spool
 T-Wing System (TWS)
 Zero Adjuster
 Aluminum frame 
  Ultimate Tournament  
Carbon Drag (UTD)

www.daiwa.com/us

STRESS FREE 
CASTABILITY

Didn’t think we could make our SV reels 
any better? Our new Tatula SV TW’s are 

lighter, stronger and easier to cast.
They’re the perfect match for Tatula  

Elite casting rods. 
Check them out at a retailer  

near you.

is available in weights from 1/16 oz. to 
3/16 oz. and they just added a Block Head 
jighead with an offset hook in order to 
rig your bait weedless. In the upcoming 
year, Ultra Tungsten will be introducing 
a tungsten Ned Rig jighead in an open 
hook and weedless models. For finesse 
purposes Ned Rig jigheads are usually 
black or green-pumpkin but some are 
painted chartreuse, white, red or left 
unpainted. These other coloured heads 
are useful for those who are starting to 
use Ned Rig to target Walleye and other 
species of fish, although red is the colour 
of Ned’s favourite jighead.

The current line-up of Z-Man T.R.D. products 
are currently very extensive and they seem 
to add new models every year. Starting with 
the 2.75” Finesse T.R.D., there is also the 
larger 4” Big T.R.D., the Hula StickZ, Finesse 
WormZ, T.R.D. HogZ, T.R.D. MinnowZ, 
T.R.D. CrawZ, T.R.D. TicklerZ and T.R.D. 
BugZ. These are all extremely effective and 
offer different shapes & colours, some have 
appendages so there are lots of choices to 
pick from. There is always a huge buzz 
each year since the Ned Rig was introduced, 
surrounding the Z-Man Fishing booth at 

ICAST as everyone tries to get a look at the 
next latest T.R.D. product that they’re going 
to debut.

At the 2019 ICAST show, Z-Man expanded 
the Ned Rig out of the finesse fishing realm 
and introduced the 6” Giant T.R.D. and the 
Mag ShroomZ Jighead with a 6/0 hook in 1/8 
oz. to 3/8 oz. sizes. There is a weedless version 
of the Mag ShroomZ jighead as well. This 
substantial sized rig should quickly become 
a favourite in the southern big bass states 
such as Florida, Texas and California. Of 
course, this rig would probably best be fished 

on a baitcasting outfit. The new Daiwa 
Tatula SV TW103 spooled up with 1 
2-lb. test Sunline FC Sniper fluorocarbon 
on a Tatula Brent Ehrler signature series 
TAEL701MMHXB-AGS rod would be 
the perfect combo for this rig.

For finesse fishing with a Ned Rig, a 
spinning combination like a Daiwa 
Ballistic LT BLSLT2500D-XH spooled 
up with 6/8-lb. test Sunline FC Sniper 
fluorocarbon line on a Daiwa Kage 
KAG701MLFS rod would be ideal. A 
silky-smooth drag like the one found 
on the Daiwa Ballistic LT reel is very 
important when targeting bass with light 
lines. The medium-light power of the 
Kage rod offers a fast action for casting 

the lighter Ned Rigs and a slightly parabolic 
bend to help fight trophy fish on lighter lines.

Fluorocarbon line is also a key component 
of this finesse presentation because of its 
invisibility and abrasion resistance factors. 
But also, many Ned Rigging retrieves are 
often fished on a slack line and fluorocarbon 
line is actually more sensitive than braided 
lines when using a slack line presentation. It 
is fluorocarbon line’s stiffness and memory 

(Bassin’ Ned’s Way continued from page 16.)

(Continued on page 19.)

There is a wide variety of mushroom shaped jigheads 
available for Ned Rigs including new tungsten ones from Ultra 

Tungsten!

www.daiwa.com/us
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www.JBraid.com

J-BRAID GRAND x8 
Our most abrasion resistant 
braid yet, made with smooth 
and strong “IZANAS”  material.

J-BRAID x4 
4 inter-woven strands. Strong, 
tough and abrasion-resistant. 
Excellent knot tying braid.

NEW  
J-FLUORO LEADER
The perfect way to top off J-Braid line. 
100% Fluorocarbon leader material. 

Featuring Daiwa Parallel Line System 
spooling (DPLS). Available in 2 spool  
sizes —100 yard spools (2lb-20lb) and  
50 yard spools (25lb–80lb)

properties that gives it that sensitivity. 
When using fluorocarbon as a main line it is 
important to treat it with a line treatment like 
Kevin VanDam’s Line & Lure Conditioner or 
ReelSnot. This treatment removes some of the 
fluorocarbon’s memory and makes the line 
more supple and more manageable, especially 
on spinning reels.

Fluorocarbon line’s unmatched abrasion 
resistance property is extremely important 
as a Ned Rig is often dragged along or very 
close to the bottom, but it is always wise to 
constantly check your line for any nicks or 
damage. If you really prefer a braided mainline 
then don’t go any heavier than a 10-15 lbs. 
test braid and use a fluorocarbon leader. 

A Ned Rig is most effective in clear to slightly 
stained waters. It can be fished as shallow as 
2-3 feet but with the heavier jigheads now 
available it can also be used in waters as deep 
as 25-30 feet. Ned Rigs should be fished with 
relatively short casts and many of the various 
retrieves are no-feel retrieves. Here are some 
of the retrieves that you can try with your Ned 
Rig. Experiment with them and see which one 
works best for you!

SWIM – GLIDE – SHAKE  
This is probably the most commonly used 
retrieve for a Ned Rig. You can make a 
relatively short cast 30 feet or so and let your 
Ned Rig drop on a slack line. Keep your rod 
tip in a downward position and shake your 
rod tip as your lure falls to the bottom. Start 
reeling your Ned Rig about 6” off the bottom 
for about 3 rotations of your reel handle then 
pause allowing the bait to glide back to the 
bottom for a couple of seconds. During that 
pause, shake your rod tip then perform another 
3 turns of your reel handle. Repeat until your 
lure is back at the boat. Of course, if you feel 
anything strange while retrieving your Ned 
Rig set the hook with a solid steady sweep set! 
You can vary how hard you shake your rod tip 
until you find what the fish want.

DRAG & SHAKE/DEADSTICK
This is a great presentation while fishing out of 
the back of the boat. Cast out perpendicular to 
the boat or out the back of the boat and shake 
your tip again as your bait falls to the bottom. 
Once your Ned Rig hits the bottom you can 
drag it along the bottom by reeling slowly or 
letting the forward motion of the boat do the 
work while shaking your rod tip. Occasionally 
you can pause, feed out some line and dead stick 

your lure for up to a count of 5 then drag and 
shake your bait again until it’s back at the boat 
or you get that next bite!

STRAIGHT SWIM
According to Ned, this presentation was 
developed by Charlie Brewer. In this “do 
nothing” retrieve, you would cast out your Ned 
Rig and allow it to either drop to the bottom 
or count it down to the depth that you feel the 
bass are at. If you are fishing in 12 feet of water 
and feel that the fish are a couple of feet off the 
bottom, then you would cast out and count to 
10, then start slowly and steadily retrieving 
your lure.

(Continued on page 20.)

(Bassin’ Ned’s Way continued from page 18.)

Z-Man Fishing’s T.R.D. assortment is beyond 
compare; these are just a few options!

www.JBraid.com
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TATULA  
ELITE BASS RODS 

 X45® Bias Construction

  Daiwa’s exclusive Air  
Guide System (“-AGS® models”)

  Daiwa’s exclusive custom  
reel seats 

TATULA LT

LIGHT & TOUGH SPINNING REELS

 6.2 oz. (2500 size)

 LT Light Tough

 Zaion® Body

 Digigear™

NEW TATULA 100

THE SMALLEST & LIGHTEST  
TATULA BAITCASTER EVER!

 T-Wing System (TWS)

 Compact Frame Design

 Zero Adjuster

 6.9 Ounces

Tatula reels—now  
smaller and lighter than ever.

The perfect match for Tatula Elite rods. 
Check them out at a retailer near you.

www.daiwa.com/us

Editor’s Note
Dr. Bruce Tufts is a Professor at Queen’s 
University where he teaches Fisheries 
Biology and supervises research in the Freshwater Fisheries 
Conservation Lab. He is also a multi-species angler and has fished 
bass tournaments for a number of years.
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(Bet On River Backwaters for Winter Walleye continued from page 16.)

Editor’s Note: Tim Allard of Ottawa, 
Ontario is a hard-water expert and author-
photographer of the multi-award winning 

book, ICE FISHING – The Ultimate Guide, 
available at fine book stores, select outdoor 

shops and internet retailers.

Gruenwald rigs a minnow on a stand-up 
style jig. The design keeps the bait off 
bottom and visible to fish.

Most days my dead-stick rod’s rigged with 
a minnow on a teardrop jig, like a Lindy 
Frostee or Custom Jigs and Spins Demon. 
These long, thin jigs flicker as the minnow 
swims. A split shot six to 10 inches above the 
hook pegs the minnow in the strike zone.

And Once Again, Be Safe!
While backwaters offer walleye fishing opportunities in winter, rivers as a whole 
are dangerous territory. At the risk of sounding like a broken record, folks, stay 
clear away from fast flow areas, such as the main channel, and exercise caution at 

all times even in backwaters. 

“Always remember, when in doubt, don’t go 
out,” Gruenwald said. After all, there’s probably 
a lake down the road where the walleye are 
biting.

In 2017, the Next Cast Youth Fishing 
Program launched with the focus 

of educating 10 to 13 year old children 
from the community. We’re not only 
teaching them how to fish but how to 
explore, face new challenges, meet new 
people, make new friends and to strengthen 
their confidence which can be applied to every 
aspect of their lives.

The goal of this FREE program was to supply 
the knowledge and provide the tools required 
to fish. Each participant received a Shimano 
rod and reel, rod glove, tackle box, a variety of 
lures, teaching material, life jacket, and a UPF 
Torc, all made possible through sponsorship 
dollars and donations. In addition to this, each 
child received a personalized team jersey 
featuring all of the sponsors.

The model for the program was to combine 
local youth with local businesses and to offer 
an outlet with the opportunity to learn. Studies 
have shown that fishing and the outdoors have 
been recognized as a benefit when it comes to 

creating a positive, stress free 
environment for children.

The program was 
structured around 
6 weeks of in-class 
teaching, using a 
curriculum, which 
provided the hands 
on knowledge and 
tools for each child 
to practice the sport. After completing the  
in-class sessions, 10 volunteer anglers assisted 
with a live release bass fishing tournament. 

Teams of 2 were drawn from the participants, 
and then paired with one of the 10 anglers who 
were assigned the task of guide and mentor. 
They were responsible for each child’s safety 
and to assist them in implementing what they 
had been taught in class. These volunteers gave 
up a day out of their personal lives. Not only 

was it a gratifying moment for 
them but also for the program. 
For many of these kids this 
was their first time in a boat, 
for some, maybe the only time 
they will experience this.

Over the years and with 
the introduction of personal 

devices there seems to be a drop in 
the next generation getting involved 
in fishing or the outdoors in general. 

This program creates a unique 
opportunity for youth who may 
not have had the chance to learn 
about the world of fishing.

The Next Cast Youth Fishing 
Program was developed to teach and 
encourage young people to get out 
and enjoy this favoured past time. 
Together we are guiding the youth 

of today, for the community of tomorrow!

For more information about this program, please 
visit: www.tncyouthfishingprogram.weebly.com.

Year 1 of the Next Cast 
Youth Fishing Program 

a Huge Success!

(In the News continued from page 35.)

“The fishing program not only opened him up 
to a new found hobby, it also opened him up to 
trying new things. This essentially has changed 
his entire outlook on how the world is. He’s not 

so fearful.”– Parent of participant, 2017

(Continued on page 38.)

(Photos: Bernard Clark)

We Carry:
Restricted and Non Restricted Fire Arms – New & Used

Crossbows & Compound Bows (we take trades)
• Live Bait: 

Suckers, Shiners,
 Dace, Herring

• Large Inventory 
of Ammunition

• Hunting Apparel: 
Under Armour, Browning,

Muck Boots

• Professional Staff 
for Bow and Gun Repair 

& Setup Onsite
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Ironically, the same invasive species that these fish are feeding on, round 
gobies, are quick to pounce on eggs and bottom fry if the guarding male 
smallmouth is angled. In my opinion, we might want to re-think this 
situation if we want to maintain the quality of these fisheries because it 
is clearly not consistent with our approach to managing bass in inland 
lakes in this region. 

In summary, I’m not trying to say that the sky is falling here. I am 
simply trying to provide a balanced scientific perspective about 
what we know and don’t know about these unique smallmouth bass 
populations. My information is primarily based on Lake Ontario and 
the St Lawrence River, but much of it probably also applies to other 
smallmouth fisheries where round gobies are now abundant such as 
Lake Erie, St Clair and Simcoe. If we want to enjoy these fisheries for 
as long as possible, it essential that we pay close attention to the things 
that science is telling us about them.

(Where Science & Fishing Meet continued from page 18.)
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Editor’s Note: Dr. Bruce Tufts is a Professor 
at Queen’s University where he teaches 

Fisheries Biology and supervises research in the 
Freshwater Fisheries Conservation Lab. He is 
also a multi-species angler and has fished bass 

tournaments for a number of years.
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PADDLETALES Bass Fishing 
Spoken Here!

Website: www.paddletales.com  Email: ed@paddletales.com

“Your Eastern Ontario Bass Headquarters”

Register @ paddletales.com to receive monthly specials.

510 St. Lawrence St. (at the REAR), Winchester ON
(613) 774-BASS (2277) TOLL FREE 1-888-886-8815

Come Out Thursday 
Evenings & Share 

Your Favourite Fish 
Stories. Check Out the 

New Tackle. Enjoy 
Refreshments 

& Snacks.
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your rod a jolt to rip the weeds that might 
have got caught on a blade. A bait casting 
reel with a high gear ratio will allow you to 
reel in quickly to trigger a bite but also to 
take up the slack when smallmouth decide 
that the battle is on!

Use stout line, 16 – 20-lb. fluorocarbon, as it 
has minimal stretch to ensuring that you can 
drive the hooks home every time. While many 
anglers fish braided line, this is not the place 
for it as you could easily tear the hooks out 
of their mouth unless you are using a softer 
rod. Monofilament is at the opposite end of the 
spectrum as it has far too much stretch and you 
won’t be able to hook fish at all – a struggle 
I’ve experienced first hand. With a properly 
tuned and set-up reel, you should be able to 
cast into the wind without backlashing. 

There is no shame in using your magnets to 
help control your spool over-runs, that’s why 
they’re so valuable to the reel! I also allow for 
a very small amount of slip in the drag, it’s 
a must if you have any hope of landing that 
fish as you need a little bit of give to pop that 
hook point into the mouth of that smallmouth. 
I sometimes like having my reels super-tuned 
by adding ceramic bearings as it adds to 
casting distance. Careful though, be sure you 
are not voiding the warranty on your reel.

Once a smallmouth strikes, you can usually 
tell when the blades stop turning. Always 
keep a firm grip on you rod, the strikes are 
vicious. Before setting the hook, I’ll take up 
the slack quickly allowing the rod to load up 
and then I’ll pull back on the fish. The days 
of slack-line setting are dead! Not only do 
you lose fish, but you run the risk of breaking 
your line from a powerful hook-set.

Do not ever horse the fish to the boat just 
because you are fishing with heavier gear, 
they’ll make you pay the price every time. 
If I know that fish is over 4-lbs., I’ll take 
my time getting it in and allow the rod to 
tire it out taking up line slowly and never 
allowing the fish to put slack in the line. 
As a smallmouth approaches the end of the 
fight, be careful as they are often good for 
one least surge with explosive quickness and 
power right at the boat. Patience is key and 
don’t swing them in the boat, it’s a great way 
to break your rod! 

As a student of the game, I spend a lot of 
time on Youtube.com, Bassmaster.com, 
and watching Major League Fishing. From 
each, I’ve learned a few tricks to improve 
my spinnerbait game. As a writer, I’ve had 
the privilege of interviewing some of the 
world’s best anglers and hearing them speak 

(Burn Baby Burn continued from page 10.)

(Continued on page 14.)
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Putting It All Together
Start trolling by first watching the spoon-
fly rig at boat side to check that it’s running 
properly. This also gives you clues on the set-
up’s speed limitations. After gathering this 
data and you’re confident the rig’s running 
right, slowly let out line. 

Let the rig sink slowly so that it doesn’t get 
tangled. One trick to help with this is feeding 
out one arm length of line at a time. This 
also gives you an idea of how much line’s 
out. When a fish hits, duplicate this amount 
and use the same trolling speed to get back 
in the strike zone. Investing in a line counter 
reel makes quick work of this exercise and 
is more accurate.

You can short and long line troll with this 
rig. Less line makes performing sharper turns 
easier, which is necessary when following 
a small lake’s shoreline. Less line’s also 
the ticket for shallow water trolling without 
getting snagged. More line is better when a 
lake has enough shoreline. Long-lining also 
helps troll deeper. 

What’s important to remember about this 
trolling set-up is it’s weighted. Stopping or 

(Continued on page 20.)

(Flash Spoon & Fly Trolling Tactics continued  from page 16.)

www.blackflylures.com

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY WINTER HOURS 
Effective Oct. 1 – April 1: 

Sun & Mon – Closed 
Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat: 9:00 – 6:00 

Thurs: 9:00 – 8:00

12th Annual 
PILGRIM 
POULTRY 
PALOOZA

Saturday Nov. 14th
Deep Fried Turkey cooked on site, 

Pro Staff, Specials & more...

ORDER ONLINE AT:

www.blackflylures.com

For many years, I always 
incorporated maggots 
or minnows into my ice 
fishing strategy to increase 
my odds. It was the only 
time of year when I 
found that live bait really 
made a difference in my 
fishing. Then one day I 
experimented and realized 

that I could get a lot of 
extra strikes from those less 
aggressive fish if I simply 
tipped my hard baits with 

Gulp products developed in the labs at Berkley. 

Now I can’t remember the last time that I 
used live bait on the ice. I’m just telling my 
own story and have absolutely no connection 
to Berkley, although I will say again that I’m 
impressed by the way that they’ve invested in 
a scientific approach to develop their products. 

Hopefully, some of the information provided 
in this column will help with your own angling 
strategies. Good luck on the ice this winter!

Some references for those who might want to 
know more…

Namekawa et al (2018). Rapid olfactory 
discrimination learning in adult zebrafish. 
Experimental Brain Research 236: 2959–2969.

Jones KA. 2005. Knowing Bass: the scientific 
approach to catching more fish. First Lyons Press.

Ogawa K and J Caprio. 1999. Citrate ions enhance 
taste responses to amino acids in the largemouth 
bass. J. Neurophysiol. 81: 1603–1607.

(Where Science & Fishing Meet continued from page 24.)

popper and let it sit still until all the rings have 
disappeared from the surface, pop it and let it 
sit, then repeat. Many times the fish will eat it 
while it is being dead-sticked between pops. 
As usual, let the fish tell you what they want!

As for picking colours for your poppers, I 
prefer anything with a light coloured belly.  
In the Yo-Zuri 3DB series, the Prism Frog, 
Sexy Shad & Bone are my favourites. If you 
are using a fast retrieve, then it might be a good 
idea to use a Prism Perch, Prism Chartreuse 
Lime or Prism Fire Tiger so that there is that 
flash of colours for the fish to target in on! In 
the fall, when the annual frog migration is on 
then, the Prism Frog would be a great choice.

Equipment-wise for presenting your popper, 
I still prefer spinning gear although the  
Yo-Zuri poppers are heavy enough that you 
can throw it with a baitcasting outfit. For many 
years, I had used a 6 1/2’ Medium power, 
Fast action spinning rod with a Daiwa 2500 
sized reel for throwing poppers. But through 
some experimentation, my popper outfit now 
consists of a Daiwa Zillion 7’ Medium-Heavy 
power, Fast action rod paired with a Daiwa 
Ballistic BLSLT2500D-XH reel. The longer 
rod allows for more casting distance as well 
as takes up more line for a solid hookset!  

The 6.2:1 retrieve ratio of the Ballistic makes 
it easier to work the bait at a high speed when 
they’re aggressive.

This combo is spooled up with 15-lb. test  
Yo-Zuri Super Braid. Because of braid’s 
ability to float, it is ideal for fishing topwaters. 
Make sure that you’re ready to back off the 
drag just in case you’ve hooked into a hawg 
bass! Braid’s no stretch factor is great for 
getting strong hook penetration but could 
lead to tearing hooks out. If you’re fishing 
in open water with no obstacles you can 
even drop down to a 10-lb. test braid to get 

(TopSide Bassin’ continued from page 12)

(Continued on page 15.)

“Walking the Dog!” is a deadly presentation for Largemouth Bass!

HOP & BOUNCE
Make your cast again shaking while it drops 
to the bottom, then make 2 quick rotations of 
your reel handle. Stop and watch your line 
as your bait falls back down to the bottom. 
Once your line goes slack as it hits the bottom 
then make 2 more rotations. Again, repeat this 
retrieve until your Ned Rig is back at the boat. 
The Z-Man T.R.D. CrawZ is a great bait to 
use with this presentation as the fish which 
fall for it are usually feeding on crayfish along 
the bottom.

STROLLING
If you happen to be fishing as a co-angler and 
draw someone like Doug Brownridge who is 
going to keep the boat moving at a fair clip, 
you can just cast your Ned Rig out the boat of 
the boat. Then you just let the boat movement 

help you stroll/drag your bait along, shaking it 
occasionally to impart a little action to it.

All of these retrieves can be very effective 
and you can modify them to suit your needs. 
A great deal of the effectiveness of a Ned 
Rig occurs as you lose feel of your bait. It is 
important to be an avid line watcher in order to 
help you detect those subtle bites. Select your 
mushroom jighead weight based on the depth 
of the water you’re fishing and experiment 
with different types of Z-Man T.R.D. baits. If 
the water is clear then start with more natural 
colours and switch to brighter colours if the 
water becomes more stained. 

Get on the Ned Rig train and it will help you catch 
those finicky or 
pressured fish. 
Until we see you 
on the water... 
Fish Hard! 
Dream Big!

Editor’s Note 
David Chong is widely recognized as one of Canada’s top 
competitive tournament anglers. He is also an avid multi 
species angler and is a strong advocate for affordable, 
accessible angling for all! David loves sharing his vast fishing 
knowledge and stories with anglers of all ages, beginners and 
pros alike!  

(Bassin’ Ned’s Way continued from page 19.)

www.nishinelureworks.com
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One of the things I really enjoy is teaching people how to catch more 
muskies. I started teaching musky schools with my good friend Joe 

Bucher back in 1982. When Joe decided to stop teaching his muskie schools, 
Steve Heiting and I started the University of Esox in 1996. Throughout the 
years I have been able to fish with many musky anglers of different skill 
levels. Many of the students have become excellent musky hunters, some 
of which are top guides and tournament anglers. What is interesting is that 
having taught fishing schools for 35 years there are a few skills that many 
anglers continue to overlook and instead focus on a specific lure technique 
such as working a glider jerkbait, or ripping a big soft plastic. Plus, every 
year there seems to be a new “magic lure” that brings eternal musky hope. 

However, as any seasoned musky angler knows, there is no such thing. 
Although developing lure techniques will make you a better musky 
angler there are three skills that most anglers don’t take as seriously, 
yet over the long haul, perfecting this trio will put more muskies in 
your boat than any one lure technique. The three must-have skills are 
Casting, Figure 8s and Boat Control. Let’s examine the importance 
of each as food for thought.

Most musky anglers I encounter are pretty good with a baitcaster, but they 
could become much better. Also, since we often make long casts to non-
specific targets, musky anglers aren’t nearly as accurate as bass anglers 
when it comes to hitting targets. It is extremely important to focus on 
reducing backlashes with your reel and being able to make both long casts 
as well as shorter, more accurate casts to targets. How many backlashes 

do you get in a day? If you answer more than 
a handful... your casting needs some work. 
Actually, with today’s reels, such as a Shimano 
Tranx 400 having both a break system and 
magnetic cast control, there really is no reason 
your goal shouldn’t be to have only a handful 
of backlashes each season! First, make sure to 
pop out all of the breaks on your reel. Musky 
lures are heavy and will pull the line from the 
spool, so you won’t lose any noticeable casting 
distance doing this. Then adjust the cast control 

to let the line easily flow off the spool. Now, the most common reason for 
the backlash is improper reel position at the beginning of the cast. 

If you are right-handed you should begin your cast with the reel handle 
pointed up toward the sky. If you are left-handed you should start with 
your reel handed pointed down. Most anglers start their cast with the 
reel handle pointed to the side. This puts you in the wrong position and 
adds more pressure to your thumb. Over time, your thumb fatigues and 
you get backlashes. If you start with your handle up you use your wrist 
more, which places less pressure on your thumb to control the cast, which 
results in fewer backlashes. Reducing backlashes is extremely important. 
Besides a wasted cast, backlashes can result in lost lures on a windy day 
when fishing around rocks or other dangerous shallow cover. Further, 
backlashes damage your line. Even 80-pound PowerPro Superslick V2 
can be weakened by backlashes. Multiple backlashes can result in the line 
breaking on a hookset, or even another backlash. This can cause you to lose 
a lure or even worse, a musky. Concentrate on your casting position and 
focus on what you are doing and you’ll significantly reduce backlashes.
  
Try and become more accurate with your casts. When casting, even to open 
water, pick an imaginary target to land your lure. Try making long casts as 
well as short casts. Further, when casting close to cover try picking precise 
spots to place your lure. Try a contest with your boat partner. It’s amazing 
how quickly your casting accuracy can improve. This will ultimately result 
in more muskies as you can cast to weed edges and pockets resulting in 
less lure fouling and getting more strikes. Musky fishing is a game of 
percentages and throughout a long day the more casts without backlashes 
and without fouling in weeds or rocks will produce more strikes. 

There have been lots of articles and videos, as well as by watching The 
Musky Hunter television show you can learn how to execute a proper figure 
8 with a lure at boatside. Every year I meet many musky anglers, particularly 
beginners, who don’t believe it really works. Those more experienced anglers 
that don’t catch muskies in figure 8s, well let’s just say that I am willing to 
bet your figure 8s need some 
work. Figure 8s take focus. 
You have to anticipate the 
lure getting close to the boat 
and make the first turn big 
and fast. Then move along 
the straight-away and make 
another turn. 

You typically only need 12-
18 inches of line between 
the lure and the rod tip, and 
certainly a longer rod such 
as a 9’6” Shimano SKIXXC 
really helps you make big 
turns during the figure 8. I 
tell people to figure 8 the 
lure and not the rod. This 
keeps the lure moving 
in the water. You don’t 
want to ruin the action. 
Keep the muskies interest. 
Also, don’t be afraid to 
go deep or shallower with 
the figure 8 if the muskie 
maintains interest and 
keeps following.

To More Muskies This Year!

(Continued on page 23.)

 Boat control was key 
to catching this musky 

from a shallow rocky reef 
on a windy day.

Jim Saric with a musky 
caught on a figure 8.

By: Jim Saric

To More Muskies This Year!

Shimano
TRANX 300-400
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I try to remain calm and watch how the fish is responding during the figure 
8, if the fish follows a fast turn quickly; I move the lure along in the straight 
path and go into the next turn. However, I use a slight hesitation move of 
the lure at the end of the turn. It’s not a pause or stop, but a hesitation or 
split-second hang. If you are fishing a Cowgirl, you’ll see the flashaboo 
flare for a second. Then move back into the straight portion of the figure 8. 
Quite often the hesitation move will result in a strike or the musky might 
snap and miss the lure. Repeat the hesitation on the next turn slowing 
down slightly and the musky is yours. In some situations the musky tends 
to drop back from the lure go slower and deeper with the figure 8. Quite 
often the musky might disappear and then reappear 30 seconds later and 
bite. So, don’t quit on a slow or deep follow!

Think about those tough days on the water with minimal follows, where 
it seems like there are no muskies in the lake. Where do you usually get 
a strike... at boatside. That’s because the one active fish you encounter 
that day that decides to follow is your best chance at getting a bite. You 
have to remain focused and committed to the figure 8 on every cast as 
the one bite you most likely will get on those tough days is a figure 8 
strike. That’s why I believe practicing and focusing on the figure 8 is 
more important than learning any specific lure technique. Every year I 
catch close to 40% of my muskies on a figure 8!
 
My final point for you to consider is boat control. We have all heard the 
cliché you have to make the right cast to the right spot to catch a fish. 
Well making that cast relies upon boat control. If your boat is too close to 
the cover or too far away from the cover, you won’t catch muskies. You 
have to visualize how a spot looks, where the muskies might be located 
and then decide how to fish the spot. Most of the times I work into the 
wind and use my trolling motor to slowly work the area. If I have a follow 
or find an area I want to make a couple extra casts, I simply step off the 
trolling motor and the wind will let me drift away from the spot and make 
more casts, or I’ll hit the anchor lock button on my MotorGuide Xi5 and 
hold in position. Most importantly, I’ll use my Lowrance GPS to mark the 
spot to be able to precisely return to the area later in the day. With today’s 
sonar, GPS and trolling motors, with a little effort you can become much 
better with boat control, and make the right cast to the right spot.

Anyone can work the boat on calm days, but it’s the windy days where boat 
control makes a difference. Try to just use as much trolling motor power as 
is necessary to move the boat into the wind. Too much speed makes it hard 
to control the boat and results in “over-corrections.” Too little speed and 
you won’t move through the spot. Work on your boat control, just like you 
would any lure technique, as it is the equalizer. These three tips may seem 
fundamental, and they are, but they are the building blocks for a successful 
season. Think about how you cast, figure 8 and run your boat. If you strive 
to get better this season, I’ll guarantee you’ll catch more muskies!

(3 Keys To More Muskies This Year! continued from page 22.)

Editor’s Note: Jim Saric is an American professional angler, best known 
as the publisher, editor and owner of Musky Hunter Magazine, the  
largest musky fishing publication in North America. He is the Host and 
Executive Producer of The Musky Hunter television series, the first  
television show ever dedicated solely to the hard-to-catch musky.

Focus on casting, figure 
8s & boat control & your 
big fish catches like this 

will skyrocket.

Available at Fine Tackle stores or check out online store at: 
www.magzmfg.com
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 "BADD BOYZ" JIGGING LURE

The Magz Goby offers a realistic goby baitfish 
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By: Jeff Gustafson

(Continued on page 41.)

Being a tackle junkie came easily and 
honestly for me.  As a kid I loved to fish 

but initially I liked going with my Grandpa 
more than with my Dad, the reason being my 
Dad fished for walleye and lake trout, fish that 
you ate and he used meat to catch them. Jigs or 
spinners tipped with minnows were the usual 
offerings. My Grandpa on the other hand had 
several tackle boxes full of lures. He liked to fish 
for anything, particularly bass and pike, which I 
was onboard with. I wanted to cast, watch my 
lure and see fish strike. I enjoyed that a lot more 
than dropping meat over the side of the boat.  

Today, in my line of work – as a tournament 
angler and guide – I have to catch fish if I want 
to get paid so I stay on top of new tackle trends 
and baits that might open up new opportunities 
to put fish in the boat. The following are baits 
that have worked their way into my repertoire 
over the past few years and they catch fish! 

Flutter Spoons for Everything
As a kid, my go to bait for catching pike off 
the dock was a Daredevil spoon. I’m not sure 
exactly what my favourite colour was but it 
was either red and white or a five of diamonds.  
I caught a bunch of pike on those spoons during 
my childhood. As I got older and more into 
bass fishing, catching pike took a back seat for 
quite a few years. I don’t think I used a spoon 
in open water for at least 15 years and then I 
had my eyes opened to their effectiveness for 
bass that were feeding on large baitfish in open 
water while I was fishing Kentucky Lake in a 
tournament a few years back.  

Since bass, walleye, pike and all of the other 
predator fish in our Canadian lakes eat large 
baitfish I had a feeling that these flutter style 
spoons would work well and that most of our 
fish would not have seen them before. On a fall 
outing for smallmouths I dropped a 3/4 ounce 
Nichols Lake Fork Flutter Spoon into a group 
of fish that I spotted on my Humminbird Helix 
unit and before the spoon even made it to the 
bottom, my line jumped and I set the hook on 
a four pounder.  

The key with these spoons is you want to fish 
them vertically, but not directly under the boat.  
I find making a half a cast away from the boat, 

then letting the spoon sink to the bottom 
is the most effective way to fish them.  
After the spoon hits the bottom, you rip it 
up about four or five feet and let it flutter 
back down on slack line, watching the 
line, for indicating a strike or knowing 
when the spoon lands back on the bottom.  
 
You want to use a fairly heavy rod for 

fishing these spoons because if you use one 
that is too light you aren’t going to be able 

New Stuff to Try  in 2020

(Continued on page 25.)

Big smallmouths 
are suckers for 
flutter spoons & 

most of them have 
never seen one 

before.

Flutter spoons are often overlooked but they are 
great lake trout baits as well.

Another smallmouth fooled by a flutter spoon.

This chunky pike hammered my flutter spoon.
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to “rip” it off the bottom 
properly or set the hook with 
the power that you need.  I’ve 
been having good luck using 
a G. Loomis IMX-PRO 7’4” 
(884) baitcasting rod with 
a Shimano Curado reel and  

20-lb. fluorocarbon line. I like the heavier 
line because it is stiff enough to 
prevent the line from constantly 
getting caught up on the hooks 
and it’ll take the shock of a 
strong hookset. In addition to 
smallmouths, big walleyes and 
lake trout will hammer these 
spoons as well, particularly in 
waters where they are feeding 
on ciscos.
 

The larger Ben Parker Flutter Spoons were 
designed for giant largemouths in the southern 
U.S. but they certainly have an application 
for anglers looking to catch musky, large pike 
and lake trout. They are big baits with a wide 
action that fish have probably not seen before.  

A New Moping Bait
For the past 15 years the most dominate 
bait style in bass tournaments on Northwest 
Ontario waters has been a fluke style soft 
plastic jerkbait rigged up on a jig head. 
These baits can be fished vertically for fish 
that we see on the screen or casted and swam 
back to the boat.
  
Over the years I’ve used dozens of these types 
of baits, always looking for the best option 

(Continued on page 26.)

(New Stuff to Try in 2020 continued from page 24.)

A nice smallmouth caught on the Trick ShotZ.
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of profile and colour, settling recently on a 5” 
Z-Man JerkshadZ in the shiner colour.  

When we hang these baits over the side of the 
boat, keeping them above the fish that we see 
on our electronics, we call it moping. That term 
was coined by famous angler Ron Lindner at a 
tournament on Rainy Lake back around 2004.  
In the southern U.S., they refer to it as a Damiki 
rig. In addition to catching bass, much like the 
spoon I talked about, a minnow imitator like this 
catches everything that swims in our lakes.  

Last year I started to play around with using a 
newer bait that Z-Man has in their line-up called 
the Trick ShotZ. It is a smaller profile minnow-
style bait that is designed for 
fishing on a drop-shot rig but 
it also works really well on a 
jig head. Fishing it on a 1/4 
ounce jig, I had immediate 
success for bass, especially 
pressured fish.  I also noticed 
that every walleye that 
saw the bait hammered it 
as well. It has a flat tail that 

quivers and shakes with minimal rod 
movement and is just something these 
fish haven’t seen before. My initial 
use of this bait has been with the 
shiner colour, but Z-Man has some 
other good ones that would work for 

different conditions. 
  
When I’m fishing with these baits – moping, as I 
refer to it – I like to keep the bait off the bottom, 
above the fish that I see on my electronics. It’s 
almost like if you let the bait drop past the fish, 
it turns them off, that’s the best tip I can give you 
there. This bait on a jig head will also work well 
for spring walleyes when they are in weeds. 
I like to snap jig them around new patches of 
cabbage. Check them out.  

(New Stuff to Try in 2020 continued from page 25.)

(Continued on page 27.)

Chatterbaits are a great bait to fish 
in areas with both largemouth & 

smallmouth bass.

The CFL Freedom Football 
Head Chatterbait is a great 

choice fo fishing deeper water.

A 1/2-oz. Chatterbait Custom does a grat job of emulating a 
crayfish.

Your Fishing Headquarters! Hard & Soft Water!!! We’ve got the best selection of fishing tackle in the Valley! 
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(New Stuff to Try in 2020 continued from page 26.)

Editor’s Note: Jeff Gustafson grew up on 
the shores of Lake of the Woods in Kenora, 
Ontario. He has made his living in the 
fishing community since he was a teenager 
as a tournament angler, guide, outdoor 
writer and fishing promotor.  In 2019 he is 
competing on the Bassmaster Elite Series 
in addition to competing in several events in 
Ontario. You can find him on social media 
at @gussyoutdoors and on his website at:  
www.gussyoutdoors.com. 

This head features an offset hook for weedless applications.  
Still features the same shape mushroom style head as the original 
Blockhead, and is ideally paired with a short stick bait. Features 
include a forged shank, Super Needle Point, and Black Chrome 
finish.  Available in both Natural and Green Pumpkin colors.

BLOCK HEAD OFFSET

Designed for vertical fishing, the 90° eye helps keep baits 
horizontal for ideal fishing presentations. Designed with a “Z” 
shoulder bend for weedless applications. Features include 
Super Needle Point and Black Chrome finish.

A medium sized shaky head that is perfect for Stick Bait 
size plastics. Features Owner’s Twistlock™ “Centering-Pin-
Spring” (CPS) for quick and efficient rigging. Contoured 
bottom encourages rocking in the plane of the hook. Eye is 
deigned slightly down towards eye to keep fish pinned on 
during a prolonged fight. Features include Super Needle 
Point and Black Chrome finish.  Available in both Natural and 
Green Pumpkin colors.

WEEDLESS DARTER HEAD

OWNER AMERICAN CORPORATION
3199-B Airport Loop Drive Costa Mesa, CA 92626

Phone: (714) 668-9011  Fax: (714) 668-9133
www.ownerhooks.com

STICK BAIT SHAKY HEAD

More Options in Chatterbaits
When Z-Man rolled out the Chatterbait back around 2006, initial 
popularity of the bait was not all that great, outside of a handful of bass 
anglers. For those of you who have not used one before, a Chatterbait 
is a jig with a blade attached to the front of it that vibrates heavily, 
creating a unique action, unlike any other lure. The blade sort of turns 
the jig into a crankbait, which is the best way to describe them. To fish 
these baits, simply cast them out and retrieve them with a slow and 

steady retrieve, ripping them free of 
any weeds they might run into.  

Over the past several years I have won 
a lot of money in bass tournaments 
with Chatterbait style baits, of which 
Z-Man has a very strong patent so 
other tackle companies are not able 
to knock them off. I was fortunate to 
finish second in an FLW Tour event at 
the Harris Chain of Lakes in Florida 
where I caught all of my fish on a  
1/2 ounce Jack Hammer Chatterbait, 
a high-end model designed for bass 
tournament anglers.  These baits have 
also been very productive for me in 
tournaments around home on Rainy 
Lake and Lake of the Woods, for both 
largemouths and smallmouths.  They 
really shine in areas that hold both 
species of bass because they can be 

fished through weeds effectively and do a good job of imitating many of 
the things that bass eat, including crayfish and baitfish.  

There are now around a dozen variations of Chatterbaits with different 
sizes and styles for fishing all kinds of conditions. I most often use a 1/2 
ounce model tipped with a Z-Man Razor ShadZ body that is designed 
as a Chatterbait trailer. There are new football jig models designed for 
fishing deeper water. These will be good walleye baits, especially on 
darker coloured waters. There are mini and micros sized baits that I 
have done really well for crappies with in the spring when they are 
up shallow, spawning around reeds and shoreline cover. Finally, there 
are weedless models for fishing around heavier cover. Another bait 
style designed for bass that works well for walleyes, pike and all of the 
predator fish that we have across Canada.  

It’s never a bad idea to use the baits that we have a long history of 
success when we go fishing but it’s always good to keep an open mind 
and mix in new baits from time to time as well. There are times when 
some of these new baits work because fish have never seen them but 
they can also open up new windows for catching fish because they are 
simply a better tool than what we are currently using. If you ever have 
questions about what rods and reels to use for fishing these baits, feel 
free to reach out to me on my social media channels and I’ll get back to 

you quickly with an answer.  

All of the bait styles in this story will 
put trophy sized walleyes in the boat.

www.ownerhooks.com
@gussyoutdoors
www.gussyoutdoors.com
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By: Brian Brosdhal

C rappies spawn later in the spring, along 
with other members of the sunfish family, 

which includes several species of bass. 
Members of the sunfish family spawn when 
water temperatures reach between 18 – 21 
degrees Celsius. 

Any movements into shallow water early in 
the spring by crappies and other members of 
the sunfish family are feeding related and not 
directly related to spawning. All fish species 
increase their feeding activities in the spring, 
as they require more calories in the last 
stages of forming their eggs and spawn. 

If you picture a chicken egg, the yellow 
“yoke” part of the egg gradually develops 
over the winter and is the actual bird or fish 
in this case. The “white” or clear part of the 
egg is a concentrated food source for the 
yolk and gets added to the egg in the last 
stage of gestation.  

Crappies spend the winter feeding over mud 
in many lakes, which is rich in insect larvae 
and also in zooplankton, which is a staple 
food source for crappies during the winter. 

Getting fat on zooplankton is not possible, so it 
is hard for the crappies to step up their calorie 
intake just by eating zooplankton. 

Crappies in many lakes will switch a good 
portion of their diet over to minnows in the 
spring. Minnows offer a higher calorie and 
higher fat content food source, which makes it 
easier to ripen the female eggs and increase the 
volume of spawn in the males. 

Many larger lakes in Southern Canada and 
Northern US have fishable populations of 
crappies if anglers can find them. Many 
lakes have seasonal migrations for crappies 
in the winter, where the crappies seek 
out mud bottomed bays to feed on insect 
larvae and zooplankton for the winter. 

Crappies may spawn near their wintering 
areas, but if they have to migrate again, 
they will need to leave the mud bays on 
late ice, to get closer to where they spawn 
and feed in the spring, which are usually 
in close proximity. 

A temperature gauge is critical in the spring, 
which is a feature on most sonar units including 
my Humminbird Helix 12. You can choose 
the options to display on your screen. Water 
temperature is always highlighted on my unit. 
It is a very good indicator the entire open water 
season for what all species of fish are likely 
doing in their short– and long-range patterns. 

I use the side imaging feature on my Helix 
12 to search for schools of crappies and any 
structural features that might hold crappies. I 
am looking for the warmest water I can find. 
Any area that warms up significantly faster 
than the main lake is potential crappie water 
in the spring. 

Crappies have to utilize what they have 
available in the lake, which can come in many 
forms. Necked down bays with dark bottom 
or warmer water flowing into the bay is a 
good place to start. I am always watching the 
temperature gauge, so I can look for anything 
several degrees warmer than the rest of the lake. 

Lakes further north will have lots of rocks, 
but only a little sand and mud. Rock patches 
on mud or sand bottom are usually better for 
crappies than exposed bedrock or boulders 
with no sand or mud. 

Crappies have a unique looking signature on 
side imaging. You can see the suspended fish 
and the round shape. I make both the schools 
of fish and the patches of boulders or stumps 
nearby and come back to fish them with more 
stealth after I have checked out the rest of the 
area with side imaging. 

Bait is largely dependent on what is legal and 
what is available to anglers on the individual 
lakes. Crappies are visual feeders, so hair 
jigs, plastics and baits with small spinners 

(Continued on page 31.)

catching up on spring 
CRAPPIES 
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are all possibilities, along with minnows, 
wax worms, night crawlers or eurolarvae for 
potential live bait.

St. Croix makes the Panfish Series Spinning 
Rods, which are a great rod at a good price or 
the top of the line Legend Elite Panfish Spinning 
Rods, which are a panfishing dream rod.

A slip bobber lets anglers fish a wider range 
of depths, but they can be slow to fish with 
light jigs and the bobber stops can slide when 

playing a fish, so you have to keep checking 
the depth. A fixed bobber works for shallow 
water, but the clips on the bobbers can damage 
the line and make casting awkward. 

Casting is always an option for panfish, 
especially when searching for fish or targeting 
larger crappies. Small spinners or little 
crankbaits are good search baits for crappies. 

The profile of the jig is either horizontal or 
vertical, with a few jigs holding the bait at 
a 45-degree angle. Anglers need to keep 

(Catching Up On Spring Crappies continued from page 30.)

(Continued on page 32.)
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About   the Author:  Brian “Bro” Brosdahl, 
is a fishing guide and promoter. One 
of  the most recognized and  respected 
anglers in North America – Bro, 
as he’s known, is a multispecies 
angler best known for his influence 
on the sport of ice fishing. He can be booked for guided trips at:  
bbro@paulbunyan.net or brosguideservice.com.
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Editor’s Note: Jeff Gustafson grew up on the shores of Lake of the 
Woods in Kenora, Ontario.  He has made his living in the fishing 
community since he was a teenager as a tournament angler, guide, 
outdoor writer and fishing promotor.  In 2019 he is competing on the 
Bassmaster Elite Series in addition to competing in several events in 
Ontario. You can find him on social media at @gussyoutdoors and on 
his website at: www.gussyoutdoors.com. 

Frabill Pro-Thermal Tip-Up

When it comes to catching a trophy pike, ice 
season is the best time to catch one and using 
a tip-up with a quick-strike rig like a Northland 
Predator Rig tipped with a dead cisco or herring 
is the number one way to catch one. It’s proven, 
hands down, across the ice belt. Set your bait 

about a foot above the 
bottom and be patient. 

Throughout the 
winter, set these up 
on the same spots 
you fish for walleyes. 
In March, pike move 

towards shallow bays 
where they will spawn 

immediately following 
ice-out. Set up on the first drop to deep water 
coming out of these shallow bays and you’ll get 
your hands on a twenty plus pounder! 

(Ice Fishing 2020 continued from page 46.) are in that lake?” With this website you can 
simply click on an icon attached to each body 
of water in the province and get a listing of the 
fish species in that 
particular lake. 

You can also see 
which lakes are 
stocked with trout 
and the numbers 
that have been 
stocked in those 
lakes. You can look up lake or zone-specific 
fishing regulations, look at aerial maps of the 
province and even see depth maps of some 
waters on this website. If you like to do 
your homework before 
you go fishing, this site 
has an endless amount 
of data to explore. 
Check it out and thank 
me later!  
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(Tips & Tricks for Rigging Boat Electronics continued from page 42.)

Editor’s Note
Dr. Bruce Tufts is a Professor at Queen’s 
University where he teaches Fisheries 
Biology and supervises research in the Freshwater Fisheries 
Conservation Lab. He is also a multi-species angler and has fished 
bass tournaments for a number of years.
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(Bet On River Backwaters for Winter Walleye continued from page 16.)

Editor’s Note: Tim Allard of Ottawa, 
Ontario is a hard-water expert and author-
photographer of the multi-award winning 

book, ICE FISHING – The Ultimate Guide, 
available at fine book stores, select outdoor 

shops and internet retailers.

Gruenwald rigs a minnow on a stand-up 
style jig. The design keeps the bait off 
bottom and visible to fish.

Most days my dead-stick rod’s rigged with 
a minnow on a teardrop jig, like a Lindy 
Frostee or Custom Jigs and Spins Demon. 
These long, thin jigs flicker as the minnow 
swims. A split shot six to 10 inches above the 
hook pegs the minnow in the strike zone.

And Once Again, Be Safe!
While backwaters offer walleye fishing opportunities in winter, rivers as a whole 
are dangerous territory. At the risk of sounding like a broken record, folks, stay 
clear away from fast flow areas, such as the main channel, and exercise caution at 

all times even in backwaters. 

“Always remember, when in doubt, don’t go 
out,” Gruenwald said. After all, there’s probably 
a lake down the road where the walleye are 
biting.

In 2017, the Next Cast Youth Fishing 
Program launched with the focus 

of educating 10 to 13 year old children 
from the community. We’re not only 
teaching them how to fish but how to 
explore, face new challenges, meet new 
people, make new friends and to strengthen 
their confidence which can be applied to every 
aspect of their lives.

The goal of this FREE program was to supply 
the knowledge and provide the tools required 
to fish. Each participant received a Shimano 
rod and reel, rod glove, tackle box, a variety of 
lures, teaching material, life jacket, and a UPF 
Torc, all made possible through sponsorship 
dollars and donations. In addition to this, each 
child received a personalized team jersey 
featuring all of the sponsors.

The model for the program was to combine 
local youth with local businesses and to offer 
an outlet with the opportunity to learn. Studies 
have shown that fishing and the outdoors have 
been recognized as a benefit when it comes to 

creating a positive, stress free 
environment for children.

The program was 
structured around 
6 weeks of in-class 
teaching, using a 
curriculum, which 
provided the hands 
on knowledge and 
tools for each child 
to practice the sport. After completing the  
in-class sessions, 10 volunteer anglers assisted 
with a live release bass fishing tournament. 

Teams of 2 were drawn from the participants, 
and then paired with one of the 10 anglers who 
were assigned the task of guide and mentor. 
They were responsible for each child’s safety 
and to assist them in implementing what they 
had been taught in class. These volunteers gave 
up a day out of their personal lives. Not only 

was it a gratifying moment for 
them but also for the program. 
For many of these kids this 
was their first time in a boat, 
for some, maybe the only time 
they will experience this.

Over the years and with 
the introduction of personal 

devices there seems to be a drop in 
the next generation getting involved 
in fishing or the outdoors in general. 

This program creates a unique 
opportunity for youth who may 
not have had the chance to learn 
about the world of fishing.

The Next Cast Youth Fishing 
Program was developed to teach and 
encourage young people to get out 
and enjoy this favoured past time. 
Together we are guiding the youth 

of today, for the community of tomorrow!

For more information about this program, please 
visit: www.tncyouthfishingprogram.weebly.com.

Year 1 of the Next Cast 
Youth Fishing Program 

a Huge Success!

(In the News continued from page 35.)

“The fishing program not only opened him up 
to a new found hobby, it also opened him up to 
trying new things. This essentially has changed 
his entire outlook on how the world is. He’s not 

so fearful.”– Parent of participant, 2017

(Continued on page 38.)

(Photos: Bernard Clark)

We Carry:
Restricted and Non Restricted Fire Arms – New & Used

Crossbows & Compound Bows (we take trades)
• Live Bait: 

Suckers, Shiners,
 Dace, Herring

• Large Inventory 
of Ammunition

• Hunting Apparel: 
Under Armour, Browning,

Muck Boots

• Professional Staff 
for Bow and Gun Repair 

& Setup Onsite
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Ironically, the same invasive species that these fish are feeding on, round 
gobies, are quick to pounce on eggs and bottom fry if the guarding male 
smallmouth is angled. In my opinion, we might want to re-think this 
situation if we want to maintain the quality of these fisheries because it 
is clearly not consistent with our approach to managing bass in inland 
lakes in this region. 

In summary, I’m not trying to say that the sky is falling here. I am 
simply trying to provide a balanced scientific perspective about 
what we know and don’t know about these unique smallmouth bass 
populations. My information is primarily based on Lake Ontario and 
the St Lawrence River, but much of it probably also applies to other 
smallmouth fisheries where round gobies are now abundant such as 
Lake Erie, St Clair and Simcoe. If we want to enjoy these fisheries for 
as long as possible, it essential that we pay close attention to the things 
that science is telling us about them.

(Where Science & Fishing Meet continued from page 18.)
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Editor’s Note: Dr. Bruce Tufts is a Professor 
at Queen’s University where he teaches 

Fisheries Biology and supervises research in the 
Freshwater Fisheries Conservation Lab. He is 
also a multi-species angler and has fished bass 

tournaments for a number of years.
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your rod a jolt to rip the weeds that might 
have got caught on a blade. A bait casting 
reel with a high gear ratio will allow you to 
reel in quickly to trigger a bite but also to 
take up the slack when smallmouth decide 
that the battle is on!

Use stout line, 16 – 20-lb. fluorocarbon, as it 
has minimal stretch to ensuring that you can 
drive the hooks home every time. While many 
anglers fish braided line, this is not the place 
for it as you could easily tear the hooks out 
of their mouth unless you are using a softer 
rod. Monofilament is at the opposite end of the 
spectrum as it has far too much stretch and you 
won’t be able to hook fish at all – a struggle 
I’ve experienced first hand. With a properly 
tuned and set-up reel, you should be able to 
cast into the wind without backlashing. 

There is no shame in using your magnets to 
help control your spool over-runs, that’s why 
they’re so valuable to the reel! I also allow for 
a very small amount of slip in the drag, it’s 
a must if you have any hope of landing that 
fish as you need a little bit of give to pop that 
hook point into the mouth of that smallmouth. 
I sometimes like having my reels super-tuned 
by adding ceramic bearings as it adds to 
casting distance. Careful though, be sure you 
are not voiding the warranty on your reel.

Once a smallmouth strikes, you can usually 
tell when the blades stop turning. Always 
keep a firm grip on you rod, the strikes are 
vicious. Before setting the hook, I’ll take up 
the slack quickly allowing the rod to load up 
and then I’ll pull back on the fish. The days 
of slack-line setting are dead! Not only do 
you lose fish, but you run the risk of breaking 
your line from a powerful hook-set.

Do not ever horse the fish to the boat just 
because you are fishing with heavier gear, 
they’ll make you pay the price every time. 
If I know that fish is over 4-lbs., I’ll take 
my time getting it in and allow the rod to 
tire it out taking up line slowly and never 
allowing the fish to put slack in the line. 
As a smallmouth approaches the end of the 
fight, be careful as they are often good for 
one least surge with explosive quickness and 
power right at the boat. Patience is key and 
don’t swing them in the boat, it’s a great way 
to break your rod! 

As a student of the game, I spend a lot of 
time on Youtube.com, Bassmaster.com, 
and watching Major League Fishing. From 
each, I’ve learned a few tricks to improve 
my spinnerbait game. As a writer, I’ve had 
the privilege of interviewing some of the 
world’s best anglers and hearing them speak 

(Burn Baby Burn continued from page 10.)

(Continued on page 14.)
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Putting It All Together
Start trolling by first watching the spoon-
fly rig at boat side to check that it’s running 
properly. This also gives you clues on the set-
up’s speed limitations. After gathering this 
data and you’re confident the rig’s running 
right, slowly let out line. 

Let the rig sink slowly so that it doesn’t get 
tangled. One trick to help with this is feeding 
out one arm length of line at a time. This 
also gives you an idea of how much line’s 
out. When a fish hits, duplicate this amount 
and use the same trolling speed to get back 
in the strike zone. Investing in a line counter 
reel makes quick work of this exercise and 
is more accurate.

You can short and long line troll with this 
rig. Less line makes performing sharper turns 
easier, which is necessary when following 
a small lake’s shoreline. Less line’s also 
the ticket for shallow water trolling without 
getting snagged. More line is better when a 
lake has enough shoreline. Long-lining also 
helps troll deeper. 

What’s important to remember about this 
trolling set-up is it’s weighted. Stopping or 

(Continued on page 20.)

(Flash Spoon & Fly Trolling Tactics continued  from page 16.)
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For many years, I always 
incorporated maggots 
or minnows into my ice 
fishing strategy to increase 
my odds. It was the only 
time of year when I 
found that live bait really 
made a difference in my 
fishing. Then one day I 
experimented and realized 

that I could get a lot of 
extra strikes from those less 
aggressive fish if I simply 
tipped my hard baits with 

Gulp products developed in the labs at Berkley. 

Now I can’t remember the last time that I 
used live bait on the ice. I’m just telling my 
own story and have absolutely no connection 
to Berkley, although I will say again that I’m 
impressed by the way that they’ve invested in 
a scientific approach to develop their products. 

Hopefully, some of the information provided 
in this column will help with your own angling 
strategies. Good luck on the ice this winter!

Some references for those who might want to 
know more…

Namekawa et al (2018). Rapid olfactory 
discrimination learning in adult zebrafish. 
Experimental Brain Research 236: 2959–2969.

Jones KA. 2005. Knowing Bass: the scientific 
approach to catching more fish. First Lyons Press.

Ogawa K and J Caprio. 1999. Citrate ions enhance 
taste responses to amino acids in the largemouth 
bass. J. Neurophysiol. 81: 1603–1607.

(Where Science & Fishing Meet continued from page 24.)
Pull the nylon tape to retrieve the 
power cord from the sonar end. This 
process is easier with a friend pushing 
the power cable and feeding nylon tape 
from the battery’s end. Wrap knots with 
painter’s tape for security. 

4: Unwrap painter’s tape and untie 
the sonar cord, pulling enough for 
mounting and operation needs. 

5: Tie off the nylon fish tape at both ends, leaving in place for future 
rigging needs.

 USE A mOUnTing PlATE
Drilling holes in a boat makes most anglers a tad anxious. Installing a 

transducer mounting plates will reduce 
the number you bore through aluminium. 
They look like a mini version of a kitchen 
cutting board. Mine mounted with with two 
screws. Once installed you can then mount 
transducers and other accessories directly 
to the plastic board, and that means fewer 
holes in the boat’s hull. 

Tip: Fill holes in boat hull and coat back of 
board with marine grade silicone to seal. Let 
fully cure before mounting items to plate.

BATTERy TiPS
Disconnect batteries and shut off the boat’s master power when 
rigging. When done, connect wiring and power-up electronics and 

accessories to ensure all’s in working order before tidying up 
tools and supplies.

Don’t stop yet – Register products for warranty, software updates, 
and to be notified in the event of a recall.

Tip: DIY rigging saves money, but it also gives valuable intel. 
Troubleshooting an issue’s faster knowing how the boat’s rigged.

(Sidebar ) 

Rigging is fun, but if you’d 
rather catch fish instead or 

aren’t keen or electrical work, 
leave the task to the experts. 
Marinas and specialty tackle 

shops provide rigging services. 
Costs can range around 

Editor’s Note
Dr. Bruce Tufts is a Professor at Queen’s 
University where he teaches Fisheries 
Biology and supervises research in the Freshwater Fisheries 
Conservation Lab. He is also a multi-species angler and has fished 
bass tournaments for a number of years.
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(Bet On River Backwaters for Winter Walleye continued from page 16.)

Editor’s Note: Tim Allard of Ottawa, 
Ontario is a hard-water expert and author-
photographer of the multi-award winning 

book, ICE FISHING – The Ultimate Guide, 
available at fine book stores, select outdoor 

shops and internet retailers.

Gruenwald rigs a minnow on a stand-up 
style jig. The design keeps the bait off 
bottom and visible to fish.

Most days my dead-stick rod’s rigged with 
a minnow on a teardrop jig, like a Lindy 
Frostee or Custom Jigs and Spins Demon. 
These long, thin jigs flicker as the minnow 
swims. A split shot six to 10 inches above the 
hook pegs the minnow in the strike zone.

And Once Again, Be Safe!
While backwaters offer walleye fishing opportunities in winter, rivers as a whole 
are dangerous territory. At the risk of sounding like a broken record, folks, stay 
clear away from fast flow areas, such as the main channel, and exercise caution at 

all times even in backwaters. 

“Always remember, when in doubt, don’t go 
out,” Gruenwald said. After all, there’s probably 
a lake down the road where the walleye are 
biting.

In 2017, the Next Cast Youth Fishing 
Program launched with the focus 

of educating 10 to 13 year old children 
from the community. We’re not only 
teaching them how to fish but how to 
explore, face new challenges, meet new 
people, make new friends and to strengthen 
their confidence which can be applied to every 
aspect of their lives.

The goal of this FREE program was to supply 
the knowledge and provide the tools required 
to fish. Each participant received a Shimano 
rod and reel, rod glove, tackle box, a variety of 
lures, teaching material, life jacket, and a UPF 
Torc, all made possible through sponsorship 
dollars and donations. In addition to this, each 
child received a personalized team jersey 
featuring all of the sponsors.

The model for the program was to combine 
local youth with local businesses and to offer 
an outlet with the opportunity to learn. Studies 
have shown that fishing and the outdoors have 
been recognized as a benefit when it comes to 

creating a positive, stress free 
environment for children.

The program was 
structured around 
6 weeks of in-class 
teaching, using a 
curriculum, which 
provided the hands 
on knowledge and 
tools for each child 
to practice the sport. After completing the  
in-class sessions, 10 volunteer anglers assisted 
with a live release bass fishing tournament. 

Teams of 2 were drawn from the participants, 
and then paired with one of the 10 anglers who 
were assigned the task of guide and mentor. 
They were responsible for each child’s safety 
and to assist them in implementing what they 
had been taught in class. These volunteers gave 
up a day out of their personal lives. Not only 

was it a gratifying moment for 
them but also for the program. 
For many of these kids this 
was their first time in a boat, 
for some, maybe the only time 
they will experience this.

Over the years and with 
the introduction of personal 

devices there seems to be a drop in 
the next generation getting involved 
in fishing or the outdoors in general. 

This program creates a unique 
opportunity for youth who may 
not have had the chance to learn 
about the world of fishing.

The Next Cast Youth Fishing 
Program was developed to teach and 
encourage young people to get out 
and enjoy this favoured past time. 
Together we are guiding the youth 

of today, for the community of tomorrow!

For more information about this program, please 
visit: www.tncyouthfishingprogram.weebly.com.

Year 1 of the Next Cast 
Youth Fishing Program 

a Huge Success!

(In the News continued from page 35.)

“The fishing program not only opened him up 
to a new found hobby, it also opened him up to 
trying new things. This essentially has changed 
his entire outlook on how the world is. He’s not 

so fearful.”– Parent of participant, 2017

(Continued on page 38.)

(Photos: Bernard Clark)

We Carry:
Restricted and Non Restricted Fire Arms – New & Used

Crossbows & Compound Bows (we take trades)
• Live Bait: 

Suckers, Shiners,
 Dace, Herring

• Large Inventory 
of Ammunition

• Hunting Apparel: 
Under Armour, Browning,

Muck Boots

• Professional Staff 
for Bow and Gun Repair 

& Setup Onsite
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Ironically, the same invasive species that these fish are feeding on, round 
gobies, are quick to pounce on eggs and bottom fry if the guarding male 
smallmouth is angled. In my opinion, we might want to re-think this 
situation if we want to maintain the quality of these fisheries because it 
is clearly not consistent with our approach to managing bass in inland 
lakes in this region. 

In summary, I’m not trying to say that the sky is falling here. I am 
simply trying to provide a balanced scientific perspective about 
what we know and don’t know about these unique smallmouth bass 
populations. My information is primarily based on Lake Ontario and 
the St Lawrence River, but much of it probably also applies to other 
smallmouth fisheries where round gobies are now abundant such as 
Lake Erie, St Clair and Simcoe. If we want to enjoy these fisheries for 
as long as possible, it essential that we pay close attention to the things 
that science is telling us about them.

(Where Science & Fishing Meet continued from page 18.)

the hundreds per bait for some of the custom 
made hard bodied lures.  

The best baits have a natural appearance and a 
lifelike action, which local anglers are finding 
work really well for catching pike and musky 
in Canada. Many swimbaits are designed to 
mimic shad, a wide-bodied baitfish common 
in most southern waters but designs are 
available to imitate every baitfish and prey 
fish you can think of including small trout, 
perch, bass and suckers. 
 
Of course, these swimbaits will work in 
traditional pike and musky locations but an 
often-overlooked place to cast for these big 
predators during the spring and summer is to 
fish shallow cover like docks and trees hanging 
in the water, a top tactic amongst Lake of the 
Woods anglers. Muskies in particular will 
patrol a piece of cover like a dock and a lifelike 
minnow imitator swimming up along the side 
of it is an easy meal.  Cast parallel to the dock 
and retrieve your swimbait about a foot beneath 
the surface at a slow and steady rate.  

For larger soft plastic swimbaits, you want 
to make sure you use an adequate hook so 
find yourself some large 8/0 – 12/0 wide gap, 
screw-lock hooks. I like to use the screw-lock 
hooks with some weight attached to the shank 

of the hook to help act as a keel and keep the 
bait down in the water. Catching a trophy fish 
on a lifelike swimbait is a fun and effective 
way to do it.  

If you have fished in any Canadian bass 
tournaments you have likely heard of marabou 
jigs and their use by anglers. Over the past 
decade the secret has gotten out on these little 
jigs, whose origin in tournament fishing started 
around Lake of the Woods in the 90’s by guys 
like Norm and Dave Lindsay, Big Joe Pritchett 
and Hiram Archibald. These guys used to 
win everything and amazingly, a small 1/16th 
ounce jig with marabou feathers tied to it was 
the main weapon. 
 
Over the years, I have used marabou jigs, 
which I make myself, to win several local 
tournaments. They shine on those hot, flat 
summer days when big smallmouths move 
into shallow water and cruise, lazily looking 
for an easy meal. Think of these small jigs as 
an “after-dinner mint” as they float through 
the water column, imitating a leech or small 
invertebrate. I have tried every colour from 
olive to brown to orange, but black remains the 
most widely used and the colour I have had the 
most success with. 
 
Because of their light weight, marabou jigs 
must be fished slowly. I like to cast past 
a likely boulder, log or clump of weed that 

could be holding a smallmouth and swim it 
past, never letting the jig touch the bottom. 
A 7’ – 7’6” medium action G. Loomis rod, a 
Shimano Stradic CI4 reel spooled with eight-
pound Power Pro braid is the ticket for casting 
these small jigs. 
 
In addition to catching smallmouths, marabou 
jigs are phenomenal crappie jigs and usually 
out fish live bait in my boat. When crappies 
move shallow to spawn in the spring, marabou 

(Continued on page 33.)

(You NEED to Tie This On! continued from page 30.)

This provides them with an array of options 
to hunt prey and to rest. Change your focus 
from not only learning individual spots but 
to understanding the broader area in which a 
high percentage spot is contained.

You’re On My Spot!!
On popular musky waters close to major cities 
in the US, it’s commonplace to find four 
or five boats working a well-known spot 
while two or three more wait their turn. 
Luckily in Canada, we rarely encounter 
this level of competition but certain 
systems get pounded regularly. Having 
to share primo musky turf with other 
anglers is happening more frequently. 

If avoiding the “weekend warrior” brigade 
isn’t an option, all is not lost. Many 
musky anglers aren’t morning people. 
Being on your first spot at daybreak is a 
solid strategy. Even though muskies are 
more active as the day progresses peaking 
in the hour or so before and after sundown, 
quality fish can certainly be caught at dawn. 

Many apex predators in nature hunt in no or 
low light conditions. Power fishing productive 
areas before the sun tops the tree line can 

result in catching or seeing big fish, ones that 
warrant a return visit at dusk. 

 Fishing the graveyard shift from sundown 
to sunrise is popular on heavily pressured 
systems in the States. Chucking musky baits 
in the dark is a whole different game and 
safety is the operative word. Familiarity with 
the water, proper lighting, and a minimalist 

approach to gear are mandatory. It’s worth 
the extra attention to detail. Rarely will you 
encounter another boat of any kind.

Virtually every musky lake or river has 
obvious prime areas. Some have reputations as 

fish producers that span decades. These 
locations attract musky boats like honey 
attracts flies. Expand your options by 
finding secondary locations away from 
the crowd. If you choose to fish behind 

another boat, use different presentations than 
your competition. 

Switch to a glide bait or a Shadzilla if other 
anglers are throwing blades or top-waters. 

(Under Pressure continued from page 34.)

(Continued on page 37.)
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aluminum. Ergonomically efficient, they are 
a great overall tool to have with you at all 
times when you’re out fishing!

Rapid Fishing Solutions has released a great tool 
called a Hook-All to deal with this problem. You 
load up the Hook-All tool with clear, black or red 
nylon discs. Add one to your spinnerbait hook by 
piercing the disc while it is held in the tool. 

Put your trailer hook on and then add another 
disc afterward, sandwiching the trailer hook 
between the 2 discs. Now your trailer hook will 

never come off until you want it to and even 
then you have to cut the disc off in order to 
remove it. Now there is no chance you will lose 
a fish due to a trailer hook coming off.

These Hook-All tool and discs are available in 3 
sizes, a freshwater micro, regular freshwater & 
an Inshore Saltwater size. These discs can also 
be used to keep plastic baits from balling up or 
sliding down the shank of your hook! One disc 
will keep this from happening and keep your 
bait on the hook longer as well. 

My belief is an organized boat is an efficient 
boat and Bass Mafia revolutionized tackle 
organization with their product line up. They 
have in that line-up, a Terminal Coffin, Jerkbait 
Coffin, Blade Coffin, Line Bag etc. The bass 
Mafia item that I use the most are their Money 
Bags. These are super heavy-duty zippered zip-
lock bags that are now available in 3 sizes. 

Especially as I use more Z-Man ElaZtech 
plastics than any other type and the best way to 
store them is in their original packaging. I sort 
my Z-Man plastics into different Money Bags 
based on technique, all my drop shot baits are 
in one bag etc.

We’ve even managed to convert my tournament 
partner, Doug Brownridge to the Money Bags 

(Continued on page 8.)

(Tools of the Trade continued from page 6.)

The Hook-All Tool is great for securely adding 
a trailer hook to a spinnerbait!

www.JBraid.com

J-BRAID  
GRAND x8 
Our most abrasion resistant 
braid yet smooth and strong. 
Made from a new state-of-
the-art material “IZANAS”.

J-BRAID x8 
8 inter-woven strands. 
Exceptional casting  
performance.

Smooth, soft and silent—
Ideal for all applications

J-BRAID x4 
4 inter-woven strands. 
Strong and tough abrasion- 
resistant technology. Ideal  
for structure fishing. Thin  
design for offshore  
applications.

NEW J-FLUORO LEADER
The perfect way to top off J-Braid line. 
100% Fluorocarbon leader material. 

Featuring Daiwa Parallel Line System 
spooling (DPLS). Available in 2 spool  
sizes —100 yard spools (2lb -20lb) and  
50 yard spools (25lb – 80lb)
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Editor’s Note: Jeff Gustafson grew up on the shores of Lake of the 
Woods in Kenora, Ontario.  He has made his living in the fishing 
community since he was a teenager as a tournament angler, guide, 
outdoor writer and fishing promotor.  In 2019 he is competing on the 
Bassmaster Elite Series in addition to competing in several events in 
Ontario. You can find him on social media at @gussyoutdoors and on 
his website at: www.gussyoutdoors.com. 

Frabill Pro-Thermal Tip-Up

When it comes to catching a trophy pike, ice 
season is the best time to catch one and using 
a tip-up with a quick-strike rig like a Northland 
Predator Rig tipped with a dead cisco or herring 
is the number one way to catch one. It’s proven, 
hands down, across the ice belt. Set your bait 

about a foot above the 
bottom and be patient. 

Throughout the 
winter, set these up 
on the same spots 
you fish for walleyes. 
In March, pike move 

towards shallow bays 
where they will spawn 

immediately following 
ice-out. Set up on the first drop to deep water 
coming out of these shallow bays and you’ll get 
your hands on a twenty plus pounder! 

(Ice Fishing 2020 continued from page 46.) are in that lake?” With this website you can 
simply click on an icon attached to each body 
of water in the province and get a listing of the 
fish species in that 
particular lake. 

You can also see 
which lakes are 
stocked with trout 
and the numbers 
that have been 
stocked in those 
lakes. You can look up lake or zone-specific 
fishing regulations, look at aerial maps of the 
province and even see depth maps of some 
waters on this website. If you like to do 
your homework before 
you go fishing, this site 
has an endless amount 
of data to explore. 
Check it out and thank 
me later!  
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(Tips & Tricks for Rigging Boat Electronics continued from page 42.)

Editor’s Note
Dr. Bruce Tufts is a Professor at Queen’s 
University where he teaches Fisheries 
Biology and supervises research in the Freshwater Fisheries 
Conservation Lab. He is also a multi-species angler and has fished 
bass tournaments for a number of years.
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(Bet On River Backwaters for Winter Walleye continued from page 16.)

Editor’s Note: Tim Allard of Ottawa, 
Ontario is a hard-water expert and author-
photographer of the multi-award winning 

book, ICE FISHING – The Ultimate Guide, 
available at fine book stores, select outdoor 

shops and internet retailers.

Gruenwald rigs a minnow on a stand-up 
style jig. The design keeps the bait off 
bottom and visible to fish.

Most days my dead-stick rod’s rigged with 
a minnow on a teardrop jig, like a Lindy 
Frostee or Custom Jigs and Spins Demon. 
These long, thin jigs flicker as the minnow 
swims. A split shot six to 10 inches above the 
hook pegs the minnow in the strike zone.

And Once Again, Be Safe!
While backwaters offer walleye fishing opportunities in winter, rivers as a whole 
are dangerous territory. At the risk of sounding like a broken record, folks, stay 
clear away from fast flow areas, such as the main channel, and exercise caution at 

all times even in backwaters. 

“Always remember, when in doubt, don’t go 
out,” Gruenwald said. After all, there’s probably 
a lake down the road where the walleye are 
biting.

In 2017, the Next Cast Youth Fishing 
Program launched with the focus 

of educating 10 to 13 year old children 
from the community. We’re not only 
teaching them how to fish but how to 
explore, face new challenges, meet new 
people, make new friends and to strengthen 
their confidence which can be applied to every 
aspect of their lives.

The goal of this FREE program was to supply 
the knowledge and provide the tools required 
to fish. Each participant received a Shimano 
rod and reel, rod glove, tackle box, a variety of 
lures, teaching material, life jacket, and a UPF 
Torc, all made possible through sponsorship 
dollars and donations. In addition to this, each 
child received a personalized team jersey 
featuring all of the sponsors.

The model for the program was to combine 
local youth with local businesses and to offer 
an outlet with the opportunity to learn. Studies 
have shown that fishing and the outdoors have 
been recognized as a benefit when it comes to 

creating a positive, stress free 
environment for children.

The program was 
structured around 
6 weeks of in-class 
teaching, using a 
curriculum, which 
provided the hands 
on knowledge and 
tools for each child 
to practice the sport. After completing the  
in-class sessions, 10 volunteer anglers assisted 
with a live release bass fishing tournament. 

Teams of 2 were drawn from the participants, 
and then paired with one of the 10 anglers who 
were assigned the task of guide and mentor. 
They were responsible for each child’s safety 
and to assist them in implementing what they 
had been taught in class. These volunteers gave 
up a day out of their personal lives. Not only 

was it a gratifying moment for 
them but also for the program. 
For many of these kids this 
was their first time in a boat, 
for some, maybe the only time 
they will experience this.

Over the years and with 
the introduction of personal 

devices there seems to be a drop in 
the next generation getting involved 
in fishing or the outdoors in general. 

This program creates a unique 
opportunity for youth who may 
not have had the chance to learn 
about the world of fishing.

The Next Cast Youth Fishing 
Program was developed to teach and 
encourage young people to get out 
and enjoy this favoured past time. 
Together we are guiding the youth 

of today, for the community of tomorrow!

For more information about this program, please 
visit: www.tncyouthfishingprogram.weebly.com.

Year 1 of the Next Cast 
Youth Fishing Program 

a Huge Success!

(In the News continued from page 35.)

“The fishing program not only opened him up 
to a new found hobby, it also opened him up to 
trying new things. This essentially has changed 
his entire outlook on how the world is. He’s not 

so fearful.”– Parent of participant, 2017

(Continued on page 38.)

(Photos: Bernard Clark)

We Carry:
Restricted and Non Restricted Fire Arms – New & Used

Crossbows & Compound Bows (we take trades)
• Live Bait: 

Suckers, Shiners,
 Dace, Herring

• Large Inventory 
of Ammunition

• Hunting Apparel: 
Under Armour, Browning,

Muck Boots

• Professional Staff 
for Bow and Gun Repair 

& Setup Onsite
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Ironically, the same invasive species that these fish are feeding on, round 
gobies, are quick to pounce on eggs and bottom fry if the guarding male 
smallmouth is angled. In my opinion, we might want to re-think this 
situation if we want to maintain the quality of these fisheries because it 
is clearly not consistent with our approach to managing bass in inland 
lakes in this region. 

In summary, I’m not trying to say that the sky is falling here. I am 
simply trying to provide a balanced scientific perspective about 
what we know and don’t know about these unique smallmouth bass 
populations. My information is primarily based on Lake Ontario and 
the St Lawrence River, but much of it probably also applies to other 
smallmouth fisheries where round gobies are now abundant such as 
Lake Erie, St Clair and Simcoe. If we want to enjoy these fisheries for 
as long as possible, it essential that we pay close attention to the things 
that science is telling us about them.

(Where Science & Fishing Meet continued from page 18.)
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Editor’s Note: Dr. Bruce Tufts is a Professor 
at Queen’s University where he teaches 

Fisheries Biology and supervises research in the 
Freshwater Fisheries Conservation Lab. He is 
also a multi-species angler and has fished bass 

tournaments for a number of years.
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PADDLETALES Bass Fishing 
Spoken Here!
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(613) 774-BASS (2277) TOLL FREE 1-888-886-8815
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& Snacks.
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2016 STOCK ARRIVING WEEKLY

your rod a jolt to rip the weeds that might 
have got caught on a blade. A bait casting 
reel with a high gear ratio will allow you to 
reel in quickly to trigger a bite but also to 
take up the slack when smallmouth decide 
that the battle is on!

Use stout line, 16 – 20-lb. fluorocarbon, as it 
has minimal stretch to ensuring that you can 
drive the hooks home every time. While many 
anglers fish braided line, this is not the place 
for it as you could easily tear the hooks out 
of their mouth unless you are using a softer 
rod. Monofilament is at the opposite end of the 
spectrum as it has far too much stretch and you 
won’t be able to hook fish at all – a struggle 
I’ve experienced first hand. With a properly 
tuned and set-up reel, you should be able to 
cast into the wind without backlashing. 

There is no shame in using your magnets to 
help control your spool over-runs, that’s why 
they’re so valuable to the reel! I also allow for 
a very small amount of slip in the drag, it’s 
a must if you have any hope of landing that 
fish as you need a little bit of give to pop that 
hook point into the mouth of that smallmouth. 
I sometimes like having my reels super-tuned 
by adding ceramic bearings as it adds to 
casting distance. Careful though, be sure you 
are not voiding the warranty on your reel.

Once a smallmouth strikes, you can usually 
tell when the blades stop turning. Always 
keep a firm grip on you rod, the strikes are 
vicious. Before setting the hook, I’ll take up 
the slack quickly allowing the rod to load up 
and then I’ll pull back on the fish. The days 
of slack-line setting are dead! Not only do 
you lose fish, but you run the risk of breaking 
your line from a powerful hook-set.

Do not ever horse the fish to the boat just 
because you are fishing with heavier gear, 
they’ll make you pay the price every time. 
If I know that fish is over 4-lbs., I’ll take 
my time getting it in and allow the rod to 
tire it out taking up line slowly and never 
allowing the fish to put slack in the line. 
As a smallmouth approaches the end of the 
fight, be careful as they are often good for 
one least surge with explosive quickness and 
power right at the boat. Patience is key and 
don’t swing them in the boat, it’s a great way 
to break your rod! 

As a student of the game, I spend a lot of 
time on Youtube.com, Bassmaster.com, 
and watching Major League Fishing. From 
each, I’ve learned a few tricks to improve 
my spinnerbait game. As a writer, I’ve had 
the privilege of interviewing some of the 
world’s best anglers and hearing them speak 

(Burn Baby Burn continued from page 10.)

(Continued on page 14.)
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Putting It All Together
Start trolling by first watching the spoon-
fly rig at boat side to check that it’s running 
properly. This also gives you clues on the set-
up’s speed limitations. After gathering this 
data and you’re confident the rig’s running 
right, slowly let out line. 

Let the rig sink slowly so that it doesn’t get 
tangled. One trick to help with this is feeding 
out one arm length of line at a time. This 
also gives you an idea of how much line’s 
out. When a fish hits, duplicate this amount 
and use the same trolling speed to get back 
in the strike zone. Investing in a line counter 
reel makes quick work of this exercise and 
is more accurate.

You can short and long line troll with this 
rig. Less line makes performing sharper turns 
easier, which is necessary when following 
a small lake’s shoreline. Less line’s also 
the ticket for shallow water trolling without 
getting snagged. More line is better when a 
lake has enough shoreline. Long-lining also 
helps troll deeper. 

What’s important to remember about this 
trolling set-up is it’s weighted. Stopping or 

(Continued on page 20.)

(Flash Spoon & Fly Trolling Tactics continued  from page 16.)

www.blackflylures.com

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY WINTER HOURS 
Effective Oct. 1 – April 1: 

Sun & Mon – Closed 
Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat: 9:00 – 6:00 

Thurs: 9:00 – 8:00

12th Annual 
PILGRIM 
POULTRY 
PALOOZA

Saturday Nov. 14th
Deep Fried Turkey cooked on site, 

Pro Staff, Specials & more...

ORDER ONLINE AT:

www.blackflylures.com

For many years, I always 
incorporated maggots 
or minnows into my ice 
fishing strategy to increase 
my odds. It was the only 
time of year when I 
found that live bait really 
made a difference in my 
fishing. Then one day I 
experimented and realized 

that I could get a lot of 
extra strikes from those less 
aggressive fish if I simply 
tipped my hard baits with 

Gulp products developed in the labs at Berkley. 

Now I can’t remember the last time that I 
used live bait on the ice. I’m just telling my 
own story and have absolutely no connection 
to Berkley, although I will say again that I’m 
impressed by the way that they’ve invested in 
a scientific approach to develop their products. 

Hopefully, some of the information provided 
in this column will help with your own angling 
strategies. Good luck on the ice this winter!

Some references for those who might want to 
know more…

Namekawa et al (2018). Rapid olfactory 
discrimination learning in adult zebrafish. 
Experimental Brain Research 236: 2959–2969.

Jones KA. 2005. Knowing Bass: the scientific 
approach to catching more fish. First Lyons Press.

Ogawa K and J Caprio. 1999. Citrate ions enhance 
taste responses to amino acids in the largemouth 
bass. J. Neurophysiol. 81: 1603–1607.

(Where Science & Fishing Meet continued from page 24.)
Pull the nylon tape to retrieve the 
power cord from the sonar end. This 
process is easier with a friend pushing 
the power cable and feeding nylon tape 
from the battery’s end. Wrap knots with 
painter’s tape for security. 

4: Unwrap painter’s tape and untie 
the sonar cord, pulling enough for 
mounting and operation needs. 

5: Tie off the nylon fish tape at both ends, leaving in place for future 
rigging needs.

 USE A mOUnTing PlATE
Drilling holes in a boat makes most anglers a tad anxious. Installing a 

transducer mounting plates will reduce 
the number you bore through aluminium. 
They look like a mini version of a kitchen 
cutting board. Mine mounted with with two 
screws. Once installed you can then mount 
transducers and other accessories directly 
to the plastic board, and that means fewer 
holes in the boat’s hull. 

Tip: Fill holes in boat hull and coat back of 
board with marine grade silicone to seal. Let 
fully cure before mounting items to plate.

BATTERy TiPS
Disconnect batteries and shut off the boat’s master power when 
rigging. When done, connect wiring and power-up electronics and 

accessories to ensure all’s in working order before tidying up 
tools and supplies.

Don’t stop yet – Register products for warranty, software updates, 
and to be notified in the event of a recall.

Tip: DIY rigging saves money, but it also gives valuable intel. 
Troubleshooting an issue’s faster knowing how the boat’s rigged.

(Sidebar ) 

Rigging is fun, but if you’d 
rather catch fish instead or 

aren’t keen or electrical work, 
leave the task to the experts. 
Marinas and specialty tackle 

shops provide rigging services. 
Costs can range around 

Editor’s Note
Dr. Bruce Tufts is a Professor at Queen’s 
University where he teaches Fisheries 
Biology and supervises research in the Freshwater Fisheries 
Conservation Lab. He is also a multi-species angler and has fished 
bass tournaments for a number of years.
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(Bet On River Backwaters for Winter Walleye continued from page 16.)

Editor’s Note: Tim Allard of Ottawa, 
Ontario is a hard-water expert and author-
photographer of the multi-award winning 

book, ICE FISHING – The Ultimate Guide, 
available at fine book stores, select outdoor 

shops and internet retailers.

Gruenwald rigs a minnow on a stand-up 
style jig. The design keeps the bait off 
bottom and visible to fish.

Most days my dead-stick rod’s rigged with 
a minnow on a teardrop jig, like a Lindy 
Frostee or Custom Jigs and Spins Demon. 
These long, thin jigs flicker as the minnow 
swims. A split shot six to 10 inches above the 
hook pegs the minnow in the strike zone.

And Once Again, Be Safe!
While backwaters offer walleye fishing opportunities in winter, rivers as a whole 
are dangerous territory. At the risk of sounding like a broken record, folks, stay 
clear away from fast flow areas, such as the main channel, and exercise caution at 

all times even in backwaters. 

“Always remember, when in doubt, don’t go 
out,” Gruenwald said. After all, there’s probably 
a lake down the road where the walleye are 
biting.

In 2017, the Next Cast Youth Fishing 
Program launched with the focus 

of educating 10 to 13 year old children 
from the community. We’re not only 
teaching them how to fish but how to 
explore, face new challenges, meet new 
people, make new friends and to strengthen 
their confidence which can be applied to every 
aspect of their lives.

The goal of this FREE program was to supply 
the knowledge and provide the tools required 
to fish. Each participant received a Shimano 
rod and reel, rod glove, tackle box, a variety of 
lures, teaching material, life jacket, and a UPF 
Torc, all made possible through sponsorship 
dollars and donations. In addition to this, each 
child received a personalized team jersey 
featuring all of the sponsors.

The model for the program was to combine 
local youth with local businesses and to offer 
an outlet with the opportunity to learn. Studies 
have shown that fishing and the outdoors have 
been recognized as a benefit when it comes to 

creating a positive, stress free 
environment for children.

The program was 
structured around 
6 weeks of in-class 
teaching, using a 
curriculum, which 
provided the hands 
on knowledge and 
tools for each child 
to practice the sport. After completing the  
in-class sessions, 10 volunteer anglers assisted 
with a live release bass fishing tournament. 

Teams of 2 were drawn from the participants, 
and then paired with one of the 10 anglers who 
were assigned the task of guide and mentor. 
They were responsible for each child’s safety 
and to assist them in implementing what they 
had been taught in class. These volunteers gave 
up a day out of their personal lives. Not only 

was it a gratifying moment for 
them but also for the program. 
For many of these kids this 
was their first time in a boat, 
for some, maybe the only time 
they will experience this.

Over the years and with 
the introduction of personal 

devices there seems to be a drop in 
the next generation getting involved 
in fishing or the outdoors in general. 

This program creates a unique 
opportunity for youth who may 
not have had the chance to learn 
about the world of fishing.

The Next Cast Youth Fishing 
Program was developed to teach and 
encourage young people to get out 
and enjoy this favoured past time. 
Together we are guiding the youth 

of today, for the community of tomorrow!

For more information about this program, please 
visit: www.tncyouthfishingprogram.weebly.com.

Year 1 of the Next Cast 
Youth Fishing Program 

a Huge Success!

(In the News continued from page 35.)

“The fishing program not only opened him up 
to a new found hobby, it also opened him up to 
trying new things. This essentially has changed 
his entire outlook on how the world is. He’s not 

so fearful.”– Parent of participant, 2017

(Continued on page 38.)

(Photos: Bernard Clark)

We Carry:
Restricted and Non Restricted Fire Arms – New & Used

Crossbows & Compound Bows (we take trades)
• Live Bait: 

Suckers, Shiners,
 Dace, Herring

• Large Inventory 
of Ammunition

• Hunting Apparel: 
Under Armour, Browning,

Muck Boots

• Professional Staff 
for Bow and Gun Repair 

& Setup Onsite
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Ironically, the same invasive species that these fish are feeding on, round 
gobies, are quick to pounce on eggs and bottom fry if the guarding male 
smallmouth is angled. In my opinion, we might want to re-think this 
situation if we want to maintain the quality of these fisheries because it 
is clearly not consistent with our approach to managing bass in inland 
lakes in this region. 

In summary, I’m not trying to say that the sky is falling here. I am 
simply trying to provide a balanced scientific perspective about 
what we know and don’t know about these unique smallmouth bass 
populations. My information is primarily based on Lake Ontario and 
the St Lawrence River, but much of it probably also applies to other 
smallmouth fisheries where round gobies are now abundant such as 
Lake Erie, St Clair and Simcoe. If we want to enjoy these fisheries for 
as long as possible, it essential that we pay close attention to the things 
that science is telling us about them.

(Where Science & Fishing Meet continued from page 18.)

the hundreds per bait for some of the custom 
made hard bodied lures.  

The best baits have a natural appearance and a 
lifelike action, which local anglers are finding 
work really well for catching pike and musky 
in Canada. Many swimbaits are designed to 
mimic shad, a wide-bodied baitfish common 
in most southern waters but designs are 
available to imitate every baitfish and prey 
fish you can think of including small trout, 
perch, bass and suckers. 
 
Of course, these swimbaits will work in 
traditional pike and musky locations but an 
often-overlooked place to cast for these big 
predators during the spring and summer is to 
fish shallow cover like docks and trees hanging 
in the water, a top tactic amongst Lake of the 
Woods anglers. Muskies in particular will 
patrol a piece of cover like a dock and a lifelike 
minnow imitator swimming up along the side 
of it is an easy meal.  Cast parallel to the dock 
and retrieve your swimbait about a foot beneath 
the surface at a slow and steady rate.  

For larger soft plastic swimbaits, you want 
to make sure you use an adequate hook so 
find yourself some large 8/0 – 12/0 wide gap, 
screw-lock hooks. I like to use the screw-lock 
hooks with some weight attached to the shank 

of the hook to help act as a keel and keep the 
bait down in the water. Catching a trophy fish 
on a lifelike swimbait is a fun and effective 
way to do it.  

If you have fished in any Canadian bass 
tournaments you have likely heard of marabou 
jigs and their use by anglers. Over the past 
decade the secret has gotten out on these little 
jigs, whose origin in tournament fishing started 
around Lake of the Woods in the 90’s by guys 
like Norm and Dave Lindsay, Big Joe Pritchett 
and Hiram Archibald. These guys used to 
win everything and amazingly, a small 1/16th 
ounce jig with marabou feathers tied to it was 
the main weapon. 
 
Over the years, I have used marabou jigs, 
which I make myself, to win several local 
tournaments. They shine on those hot, flat 
summer days when big smallmouths move 
into shallow water and cruise, lazily looking 
for an easy meal. Think of these small jigs as 
an “after-dinner mint” as they float through 
the water column, imitating a leech or small 
invertebrate. I have tried every colour from 
olive to brown to orange, but black remains the 
most widely used and the colour I have had the 
most success with. 
 
Because of their light weight, marabou jigs 
must be fished slowly. I like to cast past 
a likely boulder, log or clump of weed that 

could be holding a smallmouth and swim it 
past, never letting the jig touch the bottom. 
A 7’ – 7’6” medium action G. Loomis rod, a 
Shimano Stradic CI4 reel spooled with eight-
pound Power Pro braid is the ticket for casting 
these small jigs. 
 
In addition to catching smallmouths, marabou 
jigs are phenomenal crappie jigs and usually 
out fish live bait in my boat. When crappies 
move shallow to spawn in the spring, marabou 

(Continued on page 33.)

(You NEED to Tie This On! continued from page 30.)

This provides them with an array of options 
to hunt prey and to rest. Change your focus 
from not only learning individual spots but 
to understanding the broader area in which a 
high percentage spot is contained.

You’re On My Spot!!
On popular musky waters close to major cities 
in the US, it’s commonplace to find four 
or five boats working a well-known spot 
while two or three more wait their turn. 
Luckily in Canada, we rarely encounter 
this level of competition but certain 
systems get pounded regularly. Having 
to share primo musky turf with other 
anglers is happening more frequently. 

If avoiding the “weekend warrior” brigade 
isn’t an option, all is not lost. Many 
musky anglers aren’t morning people. 
Being on your first spot at daybreak is a 
solid strategy. Even though muskies are 
more active as the day progresses peaking 
in the hour or so before and after sundown, 
quality fish can certainly be caught at dawn. 

Many apex predators in nature hunt in no or 
low light conditions. Power fishing productive 
areas before the sun tops the tree line can 

result in catching or seeing big fish, ones that 
warrant a return visit at dusk. 

 Fishing the graveyard shift from sundown 
to sunrise is popular on heavily pressured 
systems in the States. Chucking musky baits 
in the dark is a whole different game and 
safety is the operative word. Familiarity with 
the water, proper lighting, and a minimalist 

approach to gear are mandatory. It’s worth 
the extra attention to detail. Rarely will you 
encounter another boat of any kind.

Virtually every musky lake or river has 
obvious prime areas. Some have reputations as 

fish producers that span decades. These 
locations attract musky boats like honey 
attracts flies. Expand your options by 
finding secondary locations away from 
the crowd. If you choose to fish behind 

another boat, use different presentations than 
your competition. 

Switch to a glide bait or a Shadzilla if other 
anglers are throwing blades or top-waters. 

(Under Pressure continued from page 34.)

(Continued on page 37.)
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aluminum. Ergonomically efficient, they are 
a great overall tool to have with you at all 
times when you’re out fishing!

Rapid Fishing Solutions has released a great tool 
called a Hook-All to deal with this problem. You 
load up the Hook-All tool with clear, black or red 
nylon discs. Add one to your spinnerbait hook by 
piercing the disc while it is held in the tool. 

Put your trailer hook on and then add another 
disc afterward, sandwiching the trailer hook 
between the 2 discs. Now your trailer hook will 

never come off until you want it to and even 
then you have to cut the disc off in order to 
remove it. Now there is no chance you will lose 
a fish due to a trailer hook coming off.

These Hook-All tool and discs are available in 3 
sizes, a freshwater micro, regular freshwater & 
an Inshore Saltwater size. These discs can also 
be used to keep plastic baits from balling up or 
sliding down the shank of your hook! One disc 
will keep this from happening and keep your 
bait on the hook longer as well. 

My belief is an organized boat is an efficient 
boat and Bass Mafia revolutionized tackle 
organization with their product line up. They 
have in that line-up, a Terminal Coffin, Jerkbait 
Coffin, Blade Coffin, Line Bag etc. The bass 
Mafia item that I use the most are their Money 
Bags. These are super heavy-duty zippered zip-
lock bags that are now available in 3 sizes. 

Especially as I use more Z-Man ElaZtech 
plastics than any other type and the best way to 
store them is in their original packaging. I sort 
my Z-Man plastics into different Money Bags 
based on technique, all my drop shot baits are 
in one bag etc.

We’ve even managed to convert my tournament 
partner, Doug Brownridge to the Money Bags 

(Continued on page 8.)

(Tools of the Trade continued from page 6.)

The Hook-All Tool is great for securely adding 
a trailer hook to a spinnerbait!

www.JBraid.com

J-BRAID  
GRAND x8 
Our most abrasion resistant 
braid yet smooth and strong. 
Made from a new state-of-
the-art material “IZANAS”.

J-BRAID x8 
8 inter-woven strands. 
Exceptional casting  
performance.

Smooth, soft and silent—
Ideal for all applications

J-BRAID x4 
4 inter-woven strands. 
Strong and tough abrasion- 
resistant technology. Ideal  
for structure fishing. Thin  
design for offshore  
applications.

NEW J-FLUORO LEADER
The perfect way to top off J-Braid line. 
100% Fluorocarbon leader material. 

Featuring Daiwa Parallel Line System 
spooling (DPLS). Available in 2 spool  
sizes —100 yard spools (2lb -20lb) and  
50 yard spools (25lb – 80lb)
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Editor’s Note: Jeff Gustafson grew up on the shores of Lake of the 
Woods in Kenora, Ontario.  He has made his living in the fishing 
community since he was a teenager as a tournament angler, guide, 
outdoor writer and fishing promotor.  In 2019 he is competing on the 
Bassmaster Elite Series in addition to competing in several events in 
Ontario. You can find him on social media at @gussyoutdoors and on 
his website at: www.gussyoutdoors.com. 

Frabill Pro-Thermal Tip-Up

When it comes to catching a trophy pike, ice 
season is the best time to catch one and using 
a tip-up with a quick-strike rig like a Northland 
Predator Rig tipped with a dead cisco or herring 
is the number one way to catch one. It’s proven, 
hands down, across the ice belt. Set your bait 

about a foot above the 
bottom and be patient. 

Throughout the 
winter, set these up 
on the same spots 
you fish for walleyes. 
In March, pike move 

towards shallow bays 
where they will spawn 

immediately following 
ice-out. Set up on the first drop to deep water 
coming out of these shallow bays and you’ll get 
your hands on a twenty plus pounder! 

(Ice Fishing 2020 continued from page 46.) are in that lake?” With this website you can 
simply click on an icon attached to each body 
of water in the province and get a listing of the 
fish species in that 
particular lake. 

You can also see 
which lakes are 
stocked with trout 
and the numbers 
that have been 
stocked in those 
lakes. You can look up lake or zone-specific 
fishing regulations, look at aerial maps of the 
province and even see depth maps of some 
waters on this website. If you like to do 
your homework before 
you go fishing, this site 
has an endless amount 
of data to explore. 
Check it out and thank 
me later!  
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(Tips & Tricks for Rigging Boat Electronics continued from page 42.)

Editor’s Note
Dr. Bruce Tufts is a Professor at Queen’s 
University where he teaches Fisheries 
Biology and supervises research in the Freshwater Fisheries 
Conservation Lab. He is also a multi-species angler and has fished 
bass tournaments for a number of years.
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(Bet On River Backwaters for Winter Walleye continued from page 16.)

Editor’s Note: Tim Allard of Ottawa, 
Ontario is a hard-water expert and author-
photographer of the multi-award winning 

book, ICE FISHING – The Ultimate Guide, 
available at fine book stores, select outdoor 

shops and internet retailers.

Gruenwald rigs a minnow on a stand-up 
style jig. The design keeps the bait off 
bottom and visible to fish.

Most days my dead-stick rod’s rigged with 
a minnow on a teardrop jig, like a Lindy 
Frostee or Custom Jigs and Spins Demon. 
These long, thin jigs flicker as the minnow 
swims. A split shot six to 10 inches above the 
hook pegs the minnow in the strike zone.

And Once Again, Be Safe!
While backwaters offer walleye fishing opportunities in winter, rivers as a whole 
are dangerous territory. At the risk of sounding like a broken record, folks, stay 
clear away from fast flow areas, such as the main channel, and exercise caution at 

all times even in backwaters. 

“Always remember, when in doubt, don’t go 
out,” Gruenwald said. After all, there’s probably 
a lake down the road where the walleye are 
biting.

In 2017, the Next Cast Youth Fishing 
Program launched with the focus 

of educating 10 to 13 year old children 
from the community. We’re not only 
teaching them how to fish but how to 
explore, face new challenges, meet new 
people, make new friends and to strengthen 
their confidence which can be applied to every 
aspect of their lives.

The goal of this FREE program was to supply 
the knowledge and provide the tools required 
to fish. Each participant received a Shimano 
rod and reel, rod glove, tackle box, a variety of 
lures, teaching material, life jacket, and a UPF 
Torc, all made possible through sponsorship 
dollars and donations. In addition to this, each 
child received a personalized team jersey 
featuring all of the sponsors.

The model for the program was to combine 
local youth with local businesses and to offer 
an outlet with the opportunity to learn. Studies 
have shown that fishing and the outdoors have 
been recognized as a benefit when it comes to 

creating a positive, stress free 
environment for children.

The program was 
structured around 
6 weeks of in-class 
teaching, using a 
curriculum, which 
provided the hands 
on knowledge and 
tools for each child 
to practice the sport. After completing the  
in-class sessions, 10 volunteer anglers assisted 
with a live release bass fishing tournament. 

Teams of 2 were drawn from the participants, 
and then paired with one of the 10 anglers who 
were assigned the task of guide and mentor. 
They were responsible for each child’s safety 
and to assist them in implementing what they 
had been taught in class. These volunteers gave 
up a day out of their personal lives. Not only 

was it a gratifying moment for 
them but also for the program. 
For many of these kids this 
was their first time in a boat, 
for some, maybe the only time 
they will experience this.

Over the years and with 
the introduction of personal 

devices there seems to be a drop in 
the next generation getting involved 
in fishing or the outdoors in general. 

This program creates a unique 
opportunity for youth who may 
not have had the chance to learn 
about the world of fishing.

The Next Cast Youth Fishing 
Program was developed to teach and 
encourage young people to get out 
and enjoy this favoured past time. 
Together we are guiding the youth 

of today, for the community of tomorrow!

For more information about this program, please 
visit: www.tncyouthfishingprogram.weebly.com.

Year 1 of the Next Cast 
Youth Fishing Program 

a Huge Success!

(In the News continued from page 35.)

“The fishing program not only opened him up 
to a new found hobby, it also opened him up to 
trying new things. This essentially has changed 
his entire outlook on how the world is. He’s not 

so fearful.”– Parent of participant, 2017

(Continued on page 38.)

(Photos: Bernard Clark)

We Carry:
Restricted and Non Restricted Fire Arms – New & Used

Crossbows & Compound Bows (we take trades)
• Live Bait: 

Suckers, Shiners,
 Dace, Herring

• Large Inventory 
of Ammunition

• Hunting Apparel: 
Under Armour, Browning,

Muck Boots

• Professional Staff 
for Bow and Gun Repair 

& Setup Onsite
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Ironically, the same invasive species that these fish are feeding on, round 
gobies, are quick to pounce on eggs and bottom fry if the guarding male 
smallmouth is angled. In my opinion, we might want to re-think this 
situation if we want to maintain the quality of these fisheries because it 
is clearly not consistent with our approach to managing bass in inland 
lakes in this region. 

In summary, I’m not trying to say that the sky is falling here. I am 
simply trying to provide a balanced scientific perspective about 
what we know and don’t know about these unique smallmouth bass 
populations. My information is primarily based on Lake Ontario and 
the St Lawrence River, but much of it probably also applies to other 
smallmouth fisheries where round gobies are now abundant such as 
Lake Erie, St Clair and Simcoe. If we want to enjoy these fisheries for 
as long as possible, it essential that we pay close attention to the things 
that science is telling us about them.

(Where Science & Fishing Meet continued from page 18.)
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Editor’s Note: Dr. Bruce Tufts is a Professor 
at Queen’s University where he teaches 

Fisheries Biology and supervises research in the 
Freshwater Fisheries Conservation Lab. He is 
also a multi-species angler and has fished bass 

tournaments for a number of years.

Just Fishing . 12 Fall 2015

PADDLETALES Bass Fishing 
Spoken Here!

Website: www.paddletales.com  Email: ed@paddletales.com

“Your Eastern Ontario Bass Headquarters”

Register @ paddletales.com to receive monthly specials.

510 St. Lawrence St. (at the REAR), Winchester ON
(613) 774-BASS (2277) TOLL FREE 1-888-886-8815

Come Out Thursday 
Evenings & Share 

Your Favourite Fish 
Stories. Check Out the 

New Tackle. Enjoy 
Refreshments 

& Snacks.

THURSDAY EVENINGS

2016 STOCK ARRIVING WEEKLY

your rod a jolt to rip the weeds that might 
have got caught on a blade. A bait casting 
reel with a high gear ratio will allow you to 
reel in quickly to trigger a bite but also to 
take up the slack when smallmouth decide 
that the battle is on!

Use stout line, 16 – 20-lb. fluorocarbon, as it 
has minimal stretch to ensuring that you can 
drive the hooks home every time. While many 
anglers fish braided line, this is not the place 
for it as you could easily tear the hooks out 
of their mouth unless you are using a softer 
rod. Monofilament is at the opposite end of the 
spectrum as it has far too much stretch and you 
won’t be able to hook fish at all – a struggle 
I’ve experienced first hand. With a properly 
tuned and set-up reel, you should be able to 
cast into the wind without backlashing. 

There is no shame in using your magnets to 
help control your spool over-runs, that’s why 
they’re so valuable to the reel! I also allow for 
a very small amount of slip in the drag, it’s 
a must if you have any hope of landing that 
fish as you need a little bit of give to pop that 
hook point into the mouth of that smallmouth. 
I sometimes like having my reels super-tuned 
by adding ceramic bearings as it adds to 
casting distance. Careful though, be sure you 
are not voiding the warranty on your reel.

Once a smallmouth strikes, you can usually 
tell when the blades stop turning. Always 
keep a firm grip on you rod, the strikes are 
vicious. Before setting the hook, I’ll take up 
the slack quickly allowing the rod to load up 
and then I’ll pull back on the fish. The days 
of slack-line setting are dead! Not only do 
you lose fish, but you run the risk of breaking 
your line from a powerful hook-set.

Do not ever horse the fish to the boat just 
because you are fishing with heavier gear, 
they’ll make you pay the price every time. 
If I know that fish is over 4-lbs., I’ll take 
my time getting it in and allow the rod to 
tire it out taking up line slowly and never 
allowing the fish to put slack in the line. 
As a smallmouth approaches the end of the 
fight, be careful as they are often good for 
one least surge with explosive quickness and 
power right at the boat. Patience is key and 
don’t swing them in the boat, it’s a great way 
to break your rod! 

As a student of the game, I spend a lot of 
time on Youtube.com, Bassmaster.com, 
and watching Major League Fishing. From 
each, I’ve learned a few tricks to improve 
my spinnerbait game. As a writer, I’ve had 
the privilege of interviewing some of the 
world’s best anglers and hearing them speak 

(Burn Baby Burn continued from page 10.)

(Continued on page 14.)
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Putting It All Together
Start trolling by first watching the spoon-
fly rig at boat side to check that it’s running 
properly. This also gives you clues on the set-
up’s speed limitations. After gathering this 
data and you’re confident the rig’s running 
right, slowly let out line. 

Let the rig sink slowly so that it doesn’t get 
tangled. One trick to help with this is feeding 
out one arm length of line at a time. This 
also gives you an idea of how much line’s 
out. When a fish hits, duplicate this amount 
and use the same trolling speed to get back 
in the strike zone. Investing in a line counter 
reel makes quick work of this exercise and 
is more accurate.

You can short and long line troll with this 
rig. Less line makes performing sharper turns 
easier, which is necessary when following 
a small lake’s shoreline. Less line’s also 
the ticket for shallow water trolling without 
getting snagged. More line is better when a 
lake has enough shoreline. Long-lining also 
helps troll deeper. 

What’s important to remember about this 
trolling set-up is it’s weighted. Stopping or 

(Continued on page 20.)

(Flash Spoon & Fly Trolling Tactics continued  from page 16.)

www.blackflylures.com

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY WINTER HOURS 
Effective Oct. 1 – April 1: 

Sun & Mon – Closed 
Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat: 9:00 – 6:00 

Thurs: 9:00 – 8:00

12th Annual 
PILGRIM 
POULTRY 
PALOOZA

Saturday Nov. 14th
Deep Fried Turkey cooked on site, 

Pro Staff, Specials & more...

ORDER ONLINE AT:

www.blackflylures.com

For many years, I always 
incorporated maggots 
or minnows into my ice 
fishing strategy to increase 
my odds. It was the only 
time of year when I 
found that live bait really 
made a difference in my 
fishing. Then one day I 
experimented and realized 

that I could get a lot of 
extra strikes from those less 
aggressive fish if I simply 
tipped my hard baits with 

Gulp products developed in the labs at Berkley. 

Now I can’t remember the last time that I 
used live bait on the ice. I’m just telling my 
own story and have absolutely no connection 
to Berkley, although I will say again that I’m 
impressed by the way that they’ve invested in 
a scientific approach to develop their products. 

Hopefully, some of the information provided 
in this column will help with your own angling 
strategies. Good luck on the ice this winter!

Some references for those who might want to 
know more…

Namekawa et al (2018). Rapid olfactory 
discrimination learning in adult zebrafish. 
Experimental Brain Research 236: 2959–2969.

Jones KA. 2005. Knowing Bass: the scientific 
approach to catching more fish. First Lyons Press.

Ogawa K and J Caprio. 1999. Citrate ions enhance 
taste responses to amino acids in the largemouth 
bass. J. Neurophysiol. 81: 1603–1607.

(Where Science & Fishing Meet continued from page 24.)
Pull the nylon tape to retrieve the 
power cord from the sonar end. This 
process is easier with a friend pushing 
the power cable and feeding nylon tape 
from the battery’s end. Wrap knots with 
painter’s tape for security. 

4: Unwrap painter’s tape and untie 
the sonar cord, pulling enough for 
mounting and operation needs. 

5: Tie off the nylon fish tape at both ends, leaving in place for future 
rigging needs.

 USE A mOUnTing PlATE
Drilling holes in a boat makes most anglers a tad anxious. Installing a 

transducer mounting plates will reduce 
the number you bore through aluminium. 
They look like a mini version of a kitchen 
cutting board. Mine mounted with with two 
screws. Once installed you can then mount 
transducers and other accessories directly 
to the plastic board, and that means fewer 
holes in the boat’s hull. 

Tip: Fill holes in boat hull and coat back of 
board with marine grade silicone to seal. Let 
fully cure before mounting items to plate.

BATTERy TiPS
Disconnect batteries and shut off the boat’s master power when 
rigging. When done, connect wiring and power-up electronics and 

accessories to ensure all’s in working order before tidying up 
tools and supplies.

Don’t stop yet – Register products for warranty, software updates, 
and to be notified in the event of a recall.

Tip: DIY rigging saves money, but it also gives valuable intel. 
Troubleshooting an issue’s faster knowing how the boat’s rigged.

(Sidebar ) 

Rigging is fun, but if you’d 
rather catch fish instead or 

aren’t keen or electrical work, 
leave the task to the experts. 
Marinas and specialty tackle 

shops provide rigging services. 
Costs can range around 

Editor’s Note
Dr. Bruce Tufts is a Professor at Queen’s 
University where he teaches Fisheries 
Biology and supervises research in the Freshwater Fisheries 
Conservation Lab. He is also a multi-species angler and has fished 
bass tournaments for a number of years.
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(Bet On River Backwaters for Winter Walleye continued from page 16.)

Editor’s Note: Tim Allard of Ottawa, 
Ontario is a hard-water expert and author-
photographer of the multi-award winning 

book, ICE FISHING – The Ultimate Guide, 
available at fine book stores, select outdoor 

shops and internet retailers.

Gruenwald rigs a minnow on a stand-up 
style jig. The design keeps the bait off 
bottom and visible to fish.

Most days my dead-stick rod’s rigged with 
a minnow on a teardrop jig, like a Lindy 
Frostee or Custom Jigs and Spins Demon. 
These long, thin jigs flicker as the minnow 
swims. A split shot six to 10 inches above the 
hook pegs the minnow in the strike zone.

And Once Again, Be Safe!
While backwaters offer walleye fishing opportunities in winter, rivers as a whole 
are dangerous territory. At the risk of sounding like a broken record, folks, stay 
clear away from fast flow areas, such as the main channel, and exercise caution at 

all times even in backwaters. 

“Always remember, when in doubt, don’t go 
out,” Gruenwald said. After all, there’s probably 
a lake down the road where the walleye are 
biting.

In 2017, the Next Cast Youth Fishing 
Program launched with the focus 

of educating 10 to 13 year old children 
from the community. We’re not only 
teaching them how to fish but how to 
explore, face new challenges, meet new 
people, make new friends and to strengthen 
their confidence which can be applied to every 
aspect of their lives.

The goal of this FREE program was to supply 
the knowledge and provide the tools required 
to fish. Each participant received a Shimano 
rod and reel, rod glove, tackle box, a variety of 
lures, teaching material, life jacket, and a UPF 
Torc, all made possible through sponsorship 
dollars and donations. In addition to this, each 
child received a personalized team jersey 
featuring all of the sponsors.

The model for the program was to combine 
local youth with local businesses and to offer 
an outlet with the opportunity to learn. Studies 
have shown that fishing and the outdoors have 
been recognized as a benefit when it comes to 

creating a positive, stress free 
environment for children.

The program was 
structured around 
6 weeks of in-class 
teaching, using a 
curriculum, which 
provided the hands 
on knowledge and 
tools for each child 
to practice the sport. After completing the  
in-class sessions, 10 volunteer anglers assisted 
with a live release bass fishing tournament. 

Teams of 2 were drawn from the participants, 
and then paired with one of the 10 anglers who 
were assigned the task of guide and mentor. 
They were responsible for each child’s safety 
and to assist them in implementing what they 
had been taught in class. These volunteers gave 
up a day out of their personal lives. Not only 

was it a gratifying moment for 
them but also for the program. 
For many of these kids this 
was their first time in a boat, 
for some, maybe the only time 
they will experience this.

Over the years and with 
the introduction of personal 

devices there seems to be a drop in 
the next generation getting involved 
in fishing or the outdoors in general. 

This program creates a unique 
opportunity for youth who may 
not have had the chance to learn 
about the world of fishing.

The Next Cast Youth Fishing 
Program was developed to teach and 
encourage young people to get out 
and enjoy this favoured past time. 
Together we are guiding the youth 

of today, for the community of tomorrow!

For more information about this program, please 
visit: www.tncyouthfishingprogram.weebly.com.

Year 1 of the Next Cast 
Youth Fishing Program 

a Huge Success!

(In the News continued from page 35.)

“The fishing program not only opened him up 
to a new found hobby, it also opened him up to 
trying new things. This essentially has changed 
his entire outlook on how the world is. He’s not 

so fearful.”– Parent of participant, 2017

(Continued on page 38.)

(Photos: Bernard Clark)
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• Hunting Apparel: 
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Ironically, the same invasive species that these fish are feeding on, round 
gobies, are quick to pounce on eggs and bottom fry if the guarding male 
smallmouth is angled. In my opinion, we might want to re-think this 
situation if we want to maintain the quality of these fisheries because it 
is clearly not consistent with our approach to managing bass in inland 
lakes in this region. 

In summary, I’m not trying to say that the sky is falling here. I am 
simply trying to provide a balanced scientific perspective about 
what we know and don’t know about these unique smallmouth bass 
populations. My information is primarily based on Lake Ontario and 
the St Lawrence River, but much of it probably also applies to other 
smallmouth fisheries where round gobies are now abundant such as 
Lake Erie, St Clair and Simcoe. If we want to enjoy these fisheries for 
as long as possible, it essential that we pay close attention to the things 
that science is telling us about them.

(Where Science & Fishing Meet continued from page 18.)

the hundreds per bait for some of the custom 
made hard bodied lures.  

The best baits have a natural appearance and a 
lifelike action, which local anglers are finding 
work really well for catching pike and musky 
in Canada. Many swimbaits are designed to 
mimic shad, a wide-bodied baitfish common 
in most southern waters but designs are 
available to imitate every baitfish and prey 
fish you can think of including small trout, 
perch, bass and suckers. 
 
Of course, these swimbaits will work in 
traditional pike and musky locations but an 
often-overlooked place to cast for these big 
predators during the spring and summer is to 
fish shallow cover like docks and trees hanging 
in the water, a top tactic amongst Lake of the 
Woods anglers. Muskies in particular will 
patrol a piece of cover like a dock and a lifelike 
minnow imitator swimming up along the side 
of it is an easy meal.  Cast parallel to the dock 
and retrieve your swimbait about a foot beneath 
the surface at a slow and steady rate.  

For larger soft plastic swimbaits, you want 
to make sure you use an adequate hook so 
find yourself some large 8/0 – 12/0 wide gap, 
screw-lock hooks. I like to use the screw-lock 
hooks with some weight attached to the shank 

of the hook to help act as a keel and keep the 
bait down in the water. Catching a trophy fish 
on a lifelike swimbait is a fun and effective 
way to do it.  

If you have fished in any Canadian bass 
tournaments you have likely heard of marabou 
jigs and their use by anglers. Over the past 
decade the secret has gotten out on these little 
jigs, whose origin in tournament fishing started 
around Lake of the Woods in the 90’s by guys 
like Norm and Dave Lindsay, Big Joe Pritchett 
and Hiram Archibald. These guys used to 
win everything and amazingly, a small 1/16th 
ounce jig with marabou feathers tied to it was 
the main weapon. 
 
Over the years, I have used marabou jigs, 
which I make myself, to win several local 
tournaments. They shine on those hot, flat 
summer days when big smallmouths move 
into shallow water and cruise, lazily looking 
for an easy meal. Think of these small jigs as 
an “after-dinner mint” as they float through 
the water column, imitating a leech or small 
invertebrate. I have tried every colour from 
olive to brown to orange, but black remains the 
most widely used and the colour I have had the 
most success with. 
 
Because of their light weight, marabou jigs 
must be fished slowly. I like to cast past 
a likely boulder, log or clump of weed that 

could be holding a smallmouth and swim it 
past, never letting the jig touch the bottom. 
A 7’ – 7’6” medium action G. Loomis rod, a 
Shimano Stradic CI4 reel spooled with eight-
pound Power Pro braid is the ticket for casting 
these small jigs. 
 
In addition to catching smallmouths, marabou 
jigs are phenomenal crappie jigs and usually 
out fish live bait in my boat. When crappies 
move shallow to spawn in the spring, marabou 

(Continued on page 33.)

(You NEED to Tie This On! continued from page 30.)

This provides them with an array of options 
to hunt prey and to rest. Change your focus 
from not only learning individual spots but 
to understanding the broader area in which a 
high percentage spot is contained.

You’re On My Spot!!
On popular musky waters close to major cities 
in the US, it’s commonplace to find four 
or five boats working a well-known spot 
while two or three more wait their turn. 
Luckily in Canada, we rarely encounter 
this level of competition but certain 
systems get pounded regularly. Having 
to share primo musky turf with other 
anglers is happening more frequently. 

If avoiding the “weekend warrior” brigade 
isn’t an option, all is not lost. Many 
musky anglers aren’t morning people. 
Being on your first spot at daybreak is a 
solid strategy. Even though muskies are 
more active as the day progresses peaking 
in the hour or so before and after sundown, 
quality fish can certainly be caught at dawn. 

Many apex predators in nature hunt in no or 
low light conditions. Power fishing productive 
areas before the sun tops the tree line can 

result in catching or seeing big fish, ones that 
warrant a return visit at dusk. 

 Fishing the graveyard shift from sundown 
to sunrise is popular on heavily pressured 
systems in the States. Chucking musky baits 
in the dark is a whole different game and 
safety is the operative word. Familiarity with 
the water, proper lighting, and a minimalist 

approach to gear are mandatory. It’s worth 
the extra attention to detail. Rarely will you 
encounter another boat of any kind.

Virtually every musky lake or river has 
obvious prime areas. Some have reputations as 

fish producers that span decades. These 
locations attract musky boats like honey 
attracts flies. Expand your options by 
finding secondary locations away from 
the crowd. If you choose to fish behind 

another boat, use different presentations than 
your competition. 

Switch to a glide bait or a Shadzilla if other 
anglers are throwing blades or top-waters. 

(Under Pressure continued from page 34.)

(Continued on page 37.)
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aluminum. Ergonomically efficient, they are 
a great overall tool to have with you at all 
times when you’re out fishing!

Rapid Fishing Solutions has released a great tool 
called a Hook-All to deal with this problem. You 
load up the Hook-All tool with clear, black or red 
nylon discs. Add one to your spinnerbait hook by 
piercing the disc while it is held in the tool. 

Put your trailer hook on and then add another 
disc afterward, sandwiching the trailer hook 
between the 2 discs. Now your trailer hook will 

never come off until you want it to and even 
then you have to cut the disc off in order to 
remove it. Now there is no chance you will lose 
a fish due to a trailer hook coming off.

These Hook-All tool and discs are available in 3 
sizes, a freshwater micro, regular freshwater & 
an Inshore Saltwater size. These discs can also 
be used to keep plastic baits from balling up or 
sliding down the shank of your hook! One disc 
will keep this from happening and keep your 
bait on the hook longer as well. 

My belief is an organized boat is an efficient 
boat and Bass Mafia revolutionized tackle 
organization with their product line up. They 
have in that line-up, a Terminal Coffin, Jerkbait 
Coffin, Blade Coffin, Line Bag etc. The bass 
Mafia item that I use the most are their Money 
Bags. These are super heavy-duty zippered zip-
lock bags that are now available in 3 sizes. 

Especially as I use more Z-Man ElaZtech 
plastics than any other type and the best way to 
store them is in their original packaging. I sort 
my Z-Man plastics into different Money Bags 
based on technique, all my drop shot baits are 
in one bag etc.

We’ve even managed to convert my tournament 
partner, Doug Brownridge to the Money Bags 

(Continued on page 8.)

(Tools of the Trade continued from page 6.)

The Hook-All Tool is great for securely adding 
a trailer hook to a spinnerbait!

www.JBraid.com

J-BRAID  
GRAND x8 
Our most abrasion resistant 
braid yet smooth and strong. 
Made from a new state-of-
the-art material “IZANAS”.

J-BRAID x8 
8 inter-woven strands. 
Exceptional casting  
performance.

Smooth, soft and silent—
Ideal for all applications

J-BRAID x4 
4 inter-woven strands. 
Strong and tough abrasion- 
resistant technology. Ideal  
for structure fishing. Thin  
design for offshore  
applications.

NEW J-FLUORO LEADER
The perfect way to top off J-Braid line. 
100% Fluorocarbon leader material. 

Featuring Daiwa Parallel Line System 
spooling (DPLS). Available in 2 spool  
sizes —100 yard spools (2lb -20lb) and  
50 yard spools (25lb – 80lb)

®

adjusting the knot on vertical rigs, so they stay vertical. This is even 
more important with hair, feather or plastic jigs and keeping the jig 
horizontal can make a bigger difference than most anglers realize.

Anglers using live minnows may want to try a coloured Gamakatsu live 
bait hook and a split shot on a bobber rig. It is very important to keep 
working a bobber rig instead of just letting it sit. You need to fan cast the 
area and deep working the bait. Once you catch a crappie or miss a bite, 
you need to get right back out to the fish in the same area. 

If you don’t get a bite, you need to reel in the bait and make the next cast 
a little distance away from the last cast. Imagine the face of a clock, cast 
to the next number on the clock. If your buddy is getting bites and you 
are not, make them show you the depth of their bobber. 

Crappies have soft mouths. You will want to keep a Frabill Conservation 
Series Net nearby or you will lose fish trying to lift them into the boat. 

Anglers need to size up what each lake has to offer to figure out what 
areas the crappies will prefer. Fish lakes with several strong age classes 
of crappies, look in the right areas, use the right presentations and there 
will be spring crappies in your future on 
many lakes on both sides of the border.

Good luck spring crappie fishing 
anglers... Fish On’ – Bro 

(Catching Up On Spring Crappies continued from page 31.)

www.theperfectjig.ca
www.projfishing.com
www.brosguideservice.com
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While April showers bring May 
flowers, names can be deceiving. 

Mayflies, for example, are usually most 
abundant throughout southern Canada in 
June & July, and often play a key role in 
your early summer walleye fishing. 

At the tail end of spring and leading edge of 
summer, schools of tiny minnow and baitfish 
fry that hatched in spring may provide 
tasty meals for hungry panfish, yet by and 
large are still too small for adult walleyes 
to efficiently pursue and eat. Fortunately, 
nature finds another way to take care of her 
own at a time when sizeable minnow forage 
is at its lowest level of the year. 

The end of June and early July are prime 
time for mayflies to begin hatching out of 
moderate-depth mud basins. Large mid-
lake expanses of featureless, structureless 
mud bottoms often become food factories 
for walleyes, with fish either gravitating out 
across the basin itself, or lining up along 
the edges of points and humps that intersect 
with the mayfly production zone. In effect, 
mayflies become an important transition food 
source for many species of fish – especially 
walleyes – until minnows and other baitfish 
grow large enough to draw walleye attention.

Ever wonder why livebait rigging with 
leeches is so good at this time of year? Leaches 
are not only tasty and easy for walleyes to 
catch, but they sort of resemble insect larvae. 
A slow-moving leech, danced along behind a 
walking slipsinker rig, is deadly.

A leech/livebait-rig bite usually goes big-
time in June through early July, then suddenly 
tapers. Fortunately, that’s when a faster 

spinner presentation kicks into high gear, 
triggering strikes with added speed, flash and 
vibration while chiefly using nightcrawlers 
as bait. 

But guess what? At times, substituting a 
leech, or nipping your ‘crawler in half, 
sometimes works better. That’s likely 
because the smaller profile more closely 
resembles a mayfly – matching the hatch, 
so to speak. With fish still focused on eating 
smaller profile meals, the down-sized bait 
has more appeal – until it doesn’t. Because 
at some point, the fish inevitably switch their 
preference to minnows, also trolled behind 

spinners. That’s coincidentally right about 
the same time the lake’s minnow population 
finally reaches viable size, with walleye 
shifting their focus to feeding on minnows.

Throughout the Canadian walleye range, 
slipsinker bullet rigs often work best along 
the edges of weeds and timber. In reservoirs 
of the central prairies, and in natural lakes 
with rocky offshore humps rising out of the 
basin, bottom bouncers are ideal for trolling 
spinner rigs along shoreline flats, up and 
down fast-breaking points to deep water, and 
around the perimeters of otherwise snaggy 
rock reefs. 

As an alternative, try vertically jigging 
smaller #5 and #7 Jigging Raps along the 
deep edges of offshore structures meeting soft 
basins. These lures are small like mayflies, 
yet heavy, allowing you to fish them deep. 
They’re not designed to be jigged in and out 
of the mud, but if you focus on firm edges 
where hard bottom meets soft basins, they 
trigger strikes, even from fish whose bellies 
are stuffed with abundant mayflies.

Where and when walleyes move out across 
soft-bottomed basins surrounding offshore 
reefs from late spring through midsummer, 
traditional walking sinkers tend to disappear 
down into the gooey bottom, dragging your 
bait down with it if you don’t hold your 
sinker a bit off bottom. Consider switching to  

By: Al Lindner

In late spring or early summer, mayflies atop the surface indicate that walleyes are likely feeding on 
insects emerging from soft basins, or actually rooting mayfly larvae out of the mud. If you don’t switch your 
tactics to match the walleyes’ feeding strategies, fishing may remain unusually difficult. But if you match 
the hatch, you’ll improve your catch – even when other anglers around you are singin’ the mayfly blues!

(Continued on page 36.)
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Al Lindner hoists a dandy early-summer, 
deep-water walleye from Hawk Lake in 

northwest Ontario.
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About the Author
Al Lindner ranks among the most renowned leaders in 
the fishing industry. Averaging about 180 days a year 
on the water, Al is hailed as one of the world’s best all-
around anglers. Al’s long and honoured career as an 
author, syndicated radio & TV fishing show host, video 
producer, fishing guide, tackle manufacturer, lecturer 
and champion tournament angler has spanned 35 
years of the most revolutionary years in sportfishing.

three-way spinner rigs incorporating 2 
1/2-ounce bell sinkers and 2- to 3-foot dropper 
lines to position your spinner farther off 
bottom, where walleyes can see it above the 
spongy bottom.

Also consider using spinner rigs constructed 
with size 2 blades compared to the larger 
size 3 or 4 blades you find for sale in most 
walleye markets. These finesse spinner rigs 
are held above bottom for short distances, then 
occasionally lift-dropped to reconfirm that your 
sinker is still near bottom, as the spinner trolls 
and flashes along, wobbling your bait behind 
it. They are tried-and-true July standbys for 
triggering strikes with increased flash, speed 
and vibration, whether they’re baited with 
leeches, minnows, softbaits, nightcrawlers – or 
half-crawlers that closely resemble mayflies. 

In the event that walleyes move even farther 
away from structure like points and humps, out 
across expansive basins, trolling with leadcore 
line and crankbaits is a great way to troll lures 

barely inches above the soft basin. As you 
troll along at speeds of about 2 to 2 1/2-mph, 
simply keep letting out additional lengths of 
line until you feel your lure’s vibration change 
as it begins to deflect off bottom. Then reel in a 
few turns to bring the lure up a foot or so, place 
the rod in a holder, and keep trolling along with 
your lure in perfect position to catch walleyes 
digging mayfly larvae out of the mud, or eating 
mayflies as they emerge from the soft basin.

The nice thing is, weighted leadcore line allows 
you to troll smaller lures down into the depths; 
30 or 40 feet is no problem with the right 
amount of line out. Smaller cranks in brownish 
or whitish colour patterns closely resemble 
mayflies – certainly much better than a 
traditional long-billed 5 1/2-inch lure that better 
resembles minnow forage. Once again, it’s a 
case of matching the hatch. And when mayflies 
hatch, fishermen should listen, because the 
walleyes certainly do!

(The Walleye-Mayfly Connection continued from page 34.)
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Spring crappie anglers usually think shallow water and finding the warmest 
shallow water is often the key. Warm water, at least relatively speaking, usually 
attracts crappies as the spring’s first signs of life often occur in the warmest of 
the shallows, drawing hungry fish. These fish are to there to feed first, and soon 
will be invading many of these same areas to spawn.

Classic spring crappie spots are shallow, dark-bottomed bays. Marinas, boat 
channels, and pencil reed patches are other shallow spots that draw panfish now 
as well. Regardless what spring crappie habitat your chosen lake features, staying 
on the move and searching various shallow spots for fish is sound advice. Small 

panfish jigs tipped with crappie minnows and fished below small bobbers are long-
time presentation favourites when targeting crappies. My favourite crappie jig has 
long been a 1/32-ounce Gypsi Jig in the pink/white or chartreuse patterns. This bait 
features crystal flash tinsel and a teaser tail that shallow crappies usually can’t resist.

Fishing the jig/minnow combination a couple feet below a slip-bobber, and casting 
it around shallow cover – weeds, brush, and timber – usually results in bites pretty 
quickly if fish are present. One key is to fish the bait up above the level the fish are 
holding at as crappies are notorious for “feeding up.”

Jigs and crappie minnows go hand-in-hand for spring panfish. Recently, however, soft 
baits on tiny jigs have really produced good catches for me and other anglers as well. 
A small Bro’s Bug Jig tipped with an Impulse Water Flea gives a tantalizing, quivering 
action that even the most tentative crappie can’t seem to resist. I keep my bait colour 
simple, going with white or pink on both the jigs and plastics.

Spring Crappie Secrets – Courtesy of Northland Tackle

PRESENTS TIPS
TECHNIQUES

&

www.tubmanchev.com
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S pring is one of the best times to catch 
whitefish. While whitefish can be elusive 

and shy biters, anglers willing to put in the 
time to locate these silvery specimens are 
rewarded with hard pulling battles and tasty, 
omega-3 rich fillets. Plus, in springtime, 
whitefish may share habitat with other 
gamefish, making for exciting multi-species 
outings. Here are some tips on where to find 
whitefish and how to catch them.

Spring = Location Options
Lake whitefish prefer cool water. In spring, lakes 
have yet to thermally stratify and whitefish go 
where they please. Deep to shallow structures 
are all fair game when they hold good food and 
suitable water temperatures. “They’re so plastic 
and flexible,” said Rob Swainson, a retired 
Ministry of Natural Resources Fish and Wildlife 
Biologist from Nipigon. “Whitefish can live in 
range of habitat, and they’re capable of having a 
range of behaviours. In any lake, any individual 
fish can adapt to shallow life and deep life.”

Swainson’s observations blend his experiences 
catching whitefish from Lake Superior, along 
with professional work, which included 
observing commercial fishermen net whitefish 
from different areas. In one instance, he noted 
commercial fishers netting whitefish from Lake 
Nipigon had given the different whitefish strains 
nicknames based on their preferred habitat and 
commercial value. Examples include “walk 
alongs” for whitefish favouring shallow to 

moderate depths who were more likely to have 
parasites, and “cherry nose” for the cleaner, 
deep-dwelling strain who’s snout’s blood 
vessels ruptured in nets due to the pressure 
change from capture. In short, different groups 
of whitefish can occupy different areas. Anglers 
can hedge their bets, however, focusing on the 
following three locations.

Smelt & Sucker Smörgåsbord
It’s common for whitefish to move to rivers, 
streams, and bays containing inflow to feed 
on eggs from smelt, suckers, and other spring 
spawners. The baitfish are also prey for large 
whitefish, along with lake trout and brook 
trout, making multi-species action common. 
Swainson often catches whitefish when 
targeting shallow-water lake trout from Lake 
Superior, for instance.

Angling enthusiast and whitefish aficionado, 
Kaylan Evers, finds whitefish mixed with 
lakers and brook trout in Algonquin Park 
lakes. Between the fourth Saturday in April to 
the Victoria Day weekend in May, he catches 
whitefish in and around bay inflows in four to 
eight feet when suckers and smelt are spawning. 
“It is all about timing,” Evers said. “Too early, 
and the water is still cold and the white suckers, 
rainbow smelt have not spawned yet. Too late, 
and the water warms up and the fish have moved 
out. If you hit it right you can catch whitefish, 
brook trout, and lakers all day.”

Evers has good success using jigging spoons, 
crankbaits, spinners, jigs, drop shot rigs, and 
floats. But, his top bait is a smelt tail on a #8 
fine wire hook tied 16 inches below two small 
split shot sinkers. “Cast it out and work it back 
staying close to the bottom,” Evers said. “You 
will feel a few taps, a bit of weight, and fish on... 
It’s easy to come out with a limit of 12 fish for 
the smoker if you hit it right.”

Shallow-Water Cover
In spring, whitefish, along with trout, 
walleye, and crappie, also cruise weed and 
woody areas looking for freshwater shrimp, 
aquatic insect larvae, and baitfish. Knowing 
whitefish are around, however, makes for 
some fun multi-species action. 

This is what Shimano Pro and fishing guide, 
Rob Jackson, and I did a couple springs back 
in the Land O’ Lakes region. We planned to 
devote the early morning to jigging 60 to 85-
foot flats where Jackson had caught whitefish 
before. Sonar revealed fish tracking our lures 

with interest, but we had a hard time triggering 
bites; this is whitefish angling, folks. Eventually, 
I hooked into one, but the feisty, freshwater 
tarpon came unbuttoned below the boat. 

Changing tactics we moved to a long, weedy 
bar beside deep water to look for whitefish and 
crappie feeding around the vegetation. It was 
the right decision. After a half hour the livewell 
held several crappie and a whitefish that ate a 
1/16-ounce hair jig.

Jackson and I weren’t along in capitalizing 
on this pattern. Year-round guide, JP Bushey 
has caught whitefish patrolling weed growth 
during walleye opener. “My biggest ever from 
Georgian Bay annihilated a big jig and minnow 
combo pitched over budding weeds in less than 
ten feet of water at midday,” he said.

Wally Robins, a Shimano/G. Loomis Field 
Staffer from Ottawa, also double-dips for 
walleye and whitefish on Lake Temagami 
between late May and early June. He catches 
both species in long back bays containing tree 
lay downs and timber. “I love fishing shoreline 
blow downs for walleye,” Robins said. “These 
locations are also whitefish magnets holding 
early growth stage minnows, lotsa bugs, and 
creepy-crawly things on and in the harder cover. 
Unlike the walleye that would hug the fringes on 

By: Tim Allard

Spring Tactics ForSpring Tactics For

(Continued on page 41.)

Whitefish Aficionado Kaylan Evers
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a blow down, most of the whitefish 
I caught were a half cast distance 
away from the wood.”

Robins keeps invertebrates and 
baitfish in mind when selecting 
tackle. Rarely fishing deeper than 
12 feet, he sticks with 1/8- and 
1/4-ounce black, brown, and 
off-white bucktail jigs or tube 
jigs. When whitefish forage near 

the surface, he casts a 
1/16-ounce crappie-sized 
tube towards the activity, 
letting its slow fall tempt 
cruising whitefish. 

Dwellers of the Deep
Whitefish also inhabit 
deep, shoal water in spring. 
Also called confined open 
water, these offshore 
regions contain humps and 
other structures intermixed 
with deep flats in the 60 to 
100-foot range. Scott and 
Crossman refer to this in 
their definitive Freshwater 
Fishes of Canada stating, 

“Throughout most of the Great Lakes, these fish 
(whitefish) move from deep to shoal waters in 
early spring and back to deeper water as warming 
occurs.” While they reference the Great Lakes, 
whitefish use shoal water in many waterbodies. 

Lake Simcoe is one example, and no discussion 
on spring whitefish is complete without mention 
of this giant lake where flotillas of jigging anglers 
hover over deep flats and humps in search of 
these shy, silvery fish. It’s a scene Chris Hockley, 
former guide and Rapala Canada Product and 
Web Manager, has seen many times starting with 
the season opener on the second Saturday in 

May. “I might start getting them from humps 
topping out at 35 feet,” Hockley said. “As the 
season goes on, I’ll catch them in 45 to 55 
feet. Then out to 85 feet at the base of some 
humps.” This pattern isn’t exclusive to the 
Great Lakes or Simcoe. Hockley’s observed 
similar whitefish behaviour on deep shoal 
water in Haliburton Highland lakes.  

In addition to humps, whitefish also feed on deep 
flats. Bushey offers this advice. “Structure that 
whitefish like in Simcoe is unlike most places 
I’m used to fishing,” Bushey said. “A lot of it is 
super gradual, like going from 79 feet to 89 feet 
in a hundred feet or more of horizontal travel. 
They’re a fish of gentle slopes, wide ledges, 
and flats. Walleye, muskie and other fish like 
butting up against vertical surfaces a lot. I find 
that whitefish are most comfy over gradual areas, 
where they can mill around and graze. They’re 
like cattle. Kind of slow, goofy wanderers.”

Deep Tactics
Heavy jigging baits are best for catching deep 
whitefish. Ice-fishing lures work well for 
vertical jigging. “I was catching whitefish on a 
Rapala Jigging Rap long before I worked for the 
company,” Hockley said. “Essentially, you’re 
looking for a small bait you can get down quickly 
in deep water.” Hockley will free spool the Jigging 
Rap, watching it sink on the sonar as aggressive 

(Spring Whitefish Tactics cont. from pg 40.)

(Continued on page 42.)
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whitefish often streak up to attack the dropping bait. Otherwise, he gets 
the lure to bottom, then bangs it several times to create a plume before 
letting it lay on the floor. Sometimes whitefish suck up the bait, but more 
frequently fish hit as he slowly raises it after a pause. Hockley matches 
lure size to the depth, along with whitefish profile preferences. He finds 
the 2.75-inch, 5/8-ounce model is a good starting point.

Hockley’s not alone in catching whitefish this way. Cory Schmidt, a 
Minnesota-based outdoor writer and exceptional multi-species angler, 
has been at the forefront of the deep, open-water jigging trend. He’s 
caught a lot of bass, walleye, and whitefish from confined open water 
by locating fish on sonar, then vertically working a Jigging Rap, Custom 
Jigs & Spins Rotating Power Minnow, or fast-sinking jigging spoon. 
“Whitefish get really turned on and get aggressive by big rips,” Schmidt 
said. “Take a small Jigging Rapala or jigging spoon with a dropper and 
work the dickens out of it.”

Schmidt’s spoon recommendation is important. The big flashy bait 
attracts whitefish, while the dropper is bite-sized enough for their small 
mouths. It’s a common ice-fishing rig that’s equally deadly for straight-
down springtime tactics. Schmidt’s a fan of heavy European “verticals”. 
The Akara Vertical Winter Lure Wing is his top spoon-dropper combo.
Spoons also work without a dropper. Good picks in either case include 
the Northland Buck-Shot, Luhr Jensen Crippled Herring and Cast Champ, 
Lucky Strike Swedish Rattle, and Bay de Noc Swedish Pimple. Bushey 
has good success with a 3/8-ounce Sebile Vibrato spoon. Schmidt gives 
the nod to the Fiskas Verticals Stor Blixten Large Flash 7-gram version.

Balance jigging minnows are another ice bait for open-water. Bushey likes 
a Meegs jig. He stuffs the entire jig into a bass tube or tips the Meegs’ 

(Spring Whitefish Tactics continued from page 41.)

(Continued on page 43.)
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About the Author:  Tim Allard is a full-time, 
award-winning outdoor journalist and author/

photographer of the book, Ice Fishing: The 
Ultimate Guide. He’s a regular contributor to 
numerous North American print and online 
publications. From panfish to northern pike, 

Tim fishes whatever he can, whenever he can.

rear hook with a panfish tube. Hockley will do 
the latter with the Blue Fox Lil’Foxee Jigging 
Minnow, but finds the Foxee tail’s tied feature and 
flash fibres work better many days.  

Plastics worked along bottom are also deadly. 
Bushey’s top choice is a 3.25-inch B-Fish-N 
Pulse-R Paddletail bait on a 1/2- to 5/8-ounce jig. 
He trims 0.75 inches off the nose to create a 2.5-
inch bait. The brown-blue pattern of Stewarts Pro 
Blue is an excellent crayfish, goby, bug pattern in 
Simcoe’s clear waters.

Hockley has good results drop-shotting a 
minnow-shaped soft-bait in the 2.5 to 3.5-inch 
range. When whitefish are eating insect larvae 
from soft-bottom areas he drop-shots smaller, 
panfish-sized plastics.

Fishing whitefish in spring can be boom, bust, 
and everything in between. Elusive yet hard-
fighting, frequently fickle biters but tasty in 
their own right, whitefish check all the boxes 
for anglers keen for a challenge beyond the 
usual springtime suspects of trout, crappie, and 
walleye.

(Spring Whitefish Tactics continued from page 42.)

Regs Reminder
While whitefish season is open year-round in many areas, 
anglers are reminded to review the fishing management 
zone exceptions for specific season time frames and fish 
sanctuary details for individual lakes.

Guide Contacts
Rob Jackson – RJnBirdee@
RJnBirdeesOutdoorAdventures.ca  – (613) 277-9826 
JP Bushey – busheyangleguidedfishing@gmail.com 
– (705) 717-3159
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Sponsorships are the lifeblood of 
professional fishermen. Ask any touring 

pro and they will tell you, there’s no way to 
survive without them.Sure, you might make it 
for a while on your credit cards, or by cashing 
a few checks, but eventually the costs of doing 
business will catch up to you. And that’s why 
sponsorships are so essential. 

Fortunately, I’ve had longstanding relationships 
with many of the biggest brands in fishing. 
Brands like Mercury Marine, Ranger Boats, 
Power-Pole, Shimano and Rapala. Companies 
who have backed me for decades.

Those relationships weren’t established 
overnight either. They took years of hard work 
and dedication to gain their confidence and trust, 
which was my focus from the start. I wanted 
to provide a strong return for those who would 
back my pursuits in competitive angling. A key 
part of it was offering input and learning about 
newer products as they evolve, and grasping 
their related marketing strategies. And that 
sometimes requires going back to school. 

THE SUMMIT

Recently, I was invited to the first-ever 
Shimano Pro Staff Summit. Hosted at their 
Charleston, South Carolina headquarters, more 
than 30 professional anglers, guides and TV 
personalities were asked to participate in an 
intensive, two-day training session. Included 
were Elite Series pros Jeff “Gussy” Gustafson, 
Chris Johnston, Ed Loughran and Greg 
Dipalma. There was also a strong contingency 
of saltwater anglers.

Shimano’s pro staff manager, Blaine Anderson 
began the meeting with a brief explanation 
of their objectives, then introduced various 
marketing and department heads – some 
of whom would provide instruction as the 
sessions progressed.

After that, we broke into two groups (fresh and 
salt) and toured the facility. My group entered 
their massive warehouse first, to see how 
product is pulled and processed for shipping. 
It was eye opening, to say the least. There were 
trolley tables and front-end loaders constantly 
moving about – pulling stock items and 
pushing them through a very efficient shipping 
process.

Although busy, the warehouse was extremely 
well organized... and spotless, too. You could 
literally eat off the floors! After viewing the 
warehouse, we entered the Shimano Experience 
Center for a tour with company VP, Steve 
Ferrara. He walked us through numerous 
exhibits, explaining how each was impactful 
to the company’s growth and development. 
Among them was an impressive timeline of 
how Shozaburo Shimano began his family 
business by forging bicycle freewheels in 
1921, then expanding its offering to broader 
range of bicycle components, and eventually to 
producing fishing reels.

Included were numerous displays of rods and 
reels, some of which provided part-by-part 
breakdowns, showing all their components 
from large to minuscule. It was amazing to see 
how much detail and workmanship is involved 
in the design and construction of each reel. 

BACK TO SCHOOL

After the tour, we took a short break before 
entering a conference room for a series of 
seminars – where each speaker delivered 
PowerPoint presentation on their respective 
areas of expertise. 

The topics ranged from Shimano’s futuristic 
production techniques and product 
development, to future marketing strategies 
and their efforts in conservation and advocacy...  
all of which was quite impressive. Equally 

impressive was the discussion of how Shimano 
cold-forges their gears – a proprietary means 
of compressing and shaping high-grade 
aluminum into highly detailed gearing with 
zero loss of strength to the material. The end 
product is termed “MicroModule” precision 
gearing, and it’s on par with the detail required 
in making quality timepieces. 

After a day of instruction, the group went for 
dinner in the heart of old Charleston, where 
the architecture reflects a much earlier period 
– stark in contrast to the futuristic backdrop of 
the Shimano Experience Center.

Day 2 was more of a think tank session, where 
the pros were given the opportunity to provide 
feedback and ask questions. Then, to punctuate 
Shimano’s commitment to conservation, we 
engaged in a hands-on effort with the South 
Carolina Chapter of the Coastal Conservation 
Association, bagging recycled oyster shells to 
be used for habitat restoration. It was tiring, 
but fun, and I’m sure all who participated felt 
a sense of pride and achievement. 

Afterward, Shimano provided dinner and 
games at their unique, indoor/outdoor dining 
and recreational facility. It gave everyone a 
chance to decompress and spend some quality, 
relaxed time. 

By: Bernie Schultz

(Continued on page 46.)
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(The Shimano Experience continued from page 44.)

Editor’s Note: Bernie Schultz competes on 
the Bassmaster Elite Series and serves as a 
columnist to Bassmaster.com and InsideLine.
net. He’s also an educator and promoter of 
angling, representing many of biggest brands 
in fishing – including Mercury Marine, Ranger 
Boats, Power-Pole, Fuji Rod Components, 
Shimano, Rapala-VMC, Yamamoto, 
Hildebrandt, Garmin, MotorGuide and TH Marine. 
You can visit him at: www.bernieschultzfishing.com and on Facebook 
at “Bernie Schultz Fishing.”

TO THE BRINE

On day 3, Shimano invited us to fish the coastal waters near Charleston. 
Knowing this was an option ahead of time, I brought my skiff up from 
Florida. As it turned out, I was paired with Shimano’s creative marketing 
guy, Kurt Mazurek and fellow Elite pro, Ed Loughran. Together, we probed 
the flats and channels near Isle of Palms, just north of Charleston Harbor. 
And for a crew unfamiliar with the area, we managed a good day of fishing. 

Afterward, we had lunch and said our farewells.

Looking back, the Shimano event was not only informative, it was truly 
inspiring. Seeing how committed they are to making the best products 
possible, and their stance on conservation and 
angler advocacy, I’ve never been more proud to 
represent a brand.

July 4th – July 12th
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In the beginning, there was Fishing 101 for 
Women – a program designed to introduce 

women to the sport of fishing – and, for the 
first couple of years, was run solely by myself. 
But, as the group and its activities grew, I 
knew I needed to find like-minded people to 
help run and organize events. As the program 
evolved to an even larger organization, now 
called Ontario Women Anglers, volunteers 
became even more essential.

Not only did the number of events increase each 
season but we diversified to include species and 
technique specific outings – fly and ice fishing, 
bass tournaments, muskie, steelhead and pike 
fishing to name just a few. Not only did I 
need help but I needed people with skills and 
experience in areas that I was not yet familiar.

Since the inception of Fishing 101, I have 
been extremely fortunate to have met so many 
talented, visionary and generous people in the 
fishing industry, many of whom have volunteered 
their time and expertise, donated product, 
contributed financially and helped promote 
OWA and its activities. There have been both 
men and women that have stepped up to lend a 
hand and, over the course of time, a core team 
of volunteers formed, comprised of women that 
have become instructors, ambassadors, mentors, 
promoters and organizers. In this issue we begin 
introducing our team members. Watch for Part 2 
in the upcoming Summer issue of Just Fishing.

Each year, we add two or three more to the 
group and I’d like to take this opportunity to 
introduce you to the ladies currently on the 
team. Of course, we are always looking for 
further support and would welcome additional 
volunteers particularly in southwestern, northern 
and eastern Ontario. If you should be interested 
in finding out more about volunteering with 
Ontario Women Anglers, please contact me at:  
yvonne.owa101@gmail.com.

Anneliese has been fishing most of her life. She 
introduced her children to fishing when they 
were young and together they explored all over 
Southern Ontario. When her son expressed an 
interest in fly fishing, the two of them began 
another adventure, this time an almost two-
decade exploration of all things fly fishing 
including many epic road trips.

Since joining Ontario Women Anglers 
a few years ago, Anneliese has been 
privileged to assist with clinics, primarily 
focusing on introducing women to fly 
fishing and fly tying. As well, she has been 
able to continue her road trip adventures 
with other OWA members including an 
upcoming return to the 2-Fly Challenge in 
the Adirondacks, the Beast of the East Musky 
Fly fishing tournament in Pennsylvania and 
the Monster Mash Muskie weekend in the 
Kawarthas. 

Cat loves to spend her time fishing as well as 
teaching others how to Euro-Style fish for carp. 
She has been multi-species fishing for over 
45 years and enjoys spending time with other 
anglers as well as sharing stories of their biggest 
catches and funniest fishing mishaps.After 
seeking out other female anglers, Cat discovered 
and joined Ontario Women Anglers.  For the 

past five years, she has enjoyed making 
new friends and watching her multi-species 
fishing experiences grow. “There is nothing 
more exciting than helping a new female 

angler catch her first fish.  The smile that the first 
catch creates is amazing!” 

Hailing from Kawartha Lakes, Jen has fished all 
her life and has fond memories of being with 
her father on both open water and ice fishing 
outings. These days, she enjoys teaching her 
love of fishing to her nieces and nephew at every 
opportunity. As a recent boat owner, she can 
often be found heading to her favourite lakes to 
target bass, pike, walleye or muskie. She is also 
an avid ice angler and enjoys catching pan fish. 

Jen connected with Yvonne Brown at the OFAH 
Women’s Outdoor Weekend a little over four 
years ago, where she expressed an interest in 
becoming a part of the Ontario Women Anglers 
volunteer team. Jen can be found organizing or 
representing OWA at many events throughout 
the year as well as ordering OWA swag, picking 
up equipment, planning for potluck meals and 
putting together the annual OWA year book. 
She enjoys the many opportunities that OWA 
offers to grow as an angler, from exploring new 
lakes to trying new techniques, and believes that 
the organization has been instrumental starting 
many new friendships and fishing connections.

Katie lives in Ottawa and has been fishing off 
the dock at her family cottage in Barry’s Bay 

(Continued on page 49.)

By: Yvonne Brown

Part 1of 2
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What would possess a blind person to catch 
a train in London, Ontario and make his 

way to Ottawa? Then wait at the Fallowfield 
Train Station for someone who he has never met 
before, to get a ride to Renfrew, get billeted there 
for a few days just to spend a few hours fishing. 

What would possess a person to fill up his 
truck and bass boat and drive two hours just 
to fish for a day with someone whom he has 
never met before?

What would possess over fifty people to give 
up a weekend away from their family to spend 
three days with a people they have never met 
before?

Have I piqued your interest? It is for B.A.I.T. 
(Blind Anglers International Tournament).

Thirty years ago a blind person and a member 
of the Lions Club were fishing together and 
came up with an idea to help visually impaired 
people have the chance to fish in a tournament. 
The wheels were set in motion; and now 
thirty years later the Lions Clubs of District 
A4 (Eastern Ontario) are still at it providing 
a weekend opportunity for a visually impaired 
person to compete against other visually 
impaired persons in a fishing tournament. How 
good is that? This year 32 visually impaired 
people got to participate in this event. They all 
came together Friday evening with anticipation 
and left on Sunday with a smile.

For the past 29 years the tournament was held at 
The Nangor Resort in Westmeath Ontario. It is 
an excellent facility located on the Ottawa River. 
In that section of the river there was excellent 
pike and walleye fishing. Unfortunately, last 
year was our last at Nangor as the resort was 
sold and would not be available for us. A new 
location for the event was found on the shores 
of Kennebec Lake.  A special thanks to Cezar, 
owner of Springwood Cottages in Arden 
Ontario, who has offered up his luxurious 
facilities in order to make this event happen.

The weekend starts off with visually impaired 
people from all over being bussed into 
a somewhat remote location on a Friday 
afternoon. There they are met with over fifty 
volunteers who are their land guides for three 
days. On Friday evening, at a Red Carpet 
Dinner they get to meet up with their “Pro 
Fishermen” for a gala event in preparation for 
the next day’s fishing tournament.

After a good night’s sleep, (seriously, who can 
sleep the night before a fishing tournament?) 
they get loaded on a boat to spend the day fishing 
for the big prize, well really, it’s a small trophy. 
Really, the size of the trophy is their least concern. 
As in most tournaments there is only one winner 
but trust me all these visually impaired anglers 
feel they are winners. With the help of the Lions 
Clubs and the many volunteers they have had 
the opportunity to do something special. Most 
of these visually challenged people may only get 

one chance to fish each year and look forward 
to this event as much as a child looks forward 
to Christmas. This year I had the good fortune 
of watching a man catch his first fish ever. It 
was a five pound twelve ounce pike. It was 
Christmas in May for him. His wife, another 
visually impaired person was also in the boat 
and she was just as excited. Yes she caught fish 
as well but not as big. 

B.A.I.T. has just 
celebrated their 30th 
year of providing this 
opportunity to blind 
anglers from Ontario 
Quebec and Northern 
United States to have 
this special weekend. 
Thanks to the dedicated 
support from the Lions 
Clubs in District A4, the 
“Pro Fishermen” who 
give up their time boat 
and equipment and the 
many volunteers on 
site B.A.I.T. has been 
a first class event. 
Preparations have 
already started for 
next year. The thirty 
two blind anglers who 
participated in this 

year’s event are already anticipating May 
25th 2019.

I must give a shout out to the Lions Clubs of 
District A4 who have organized and funded this 
event for the past 30 years. Their dedication to 
help the visually impaired is second to none. 

If you would be interested in volunteering as a 
“Pro Fisherman” to help a visually impaired 
person for an upcoming B.A.I.T. weekend 
please contact boyerbob49@gmail.com. 

Blind Anglers International 
Tournament – B.A.I.T.

(In The News continued from page 36.)

The Greater Ottawa Region’s largest boat 
show will set sail in the EY Centre. The 

2019 edition of the Ottawa Boat Show will 
take place February 21 through 24, bringing 
together thousands of boating enthusiasts from 
across Ontario and into Quebec.
 
“With the rate tickets and booth space are 
selling, we’re anticipating a very busy event 
this year,” said Scott Sprague, Show Manager. 
“We’re looking forward to some very exciting 
attractions for guests, including brand new free 
parking on Thursday and Friday, fishing and 
boating seminars, a Family Day on Saturday 
and much more. It’s a great place to start 
planning a weekend full of activities, and get 
geared up for the boating season ahead.”
 
The event is set to showcase the latest cruisers, 
roundabouts, fishing boats, inflatables, personal 
watercraft and much more from the region’s 
leading dealers & manufacturers, along with 
a variety of boating and lifestyle accessories. 

For more than four decades, the Ottawa Boat 
Show has been part of the Ottawa Region’s 
rich heritage. The 2019 event marks the 44th 
edition of this classic event for those who love 
to spend time in, on and around the water.
 
The popular 40-foot LIVE Mega Tank will be 
making its return this year, with fishing sessions 
and live demos from pro staff and local angling 
experts. The fishing stage will be once again 
hosted by “Big” Jim McLaughlin, founder of 
Just Fishing magazine, and a 35-year veteran 
of the Canadian sport fishing scene. In addition, 
a stage dedicated to making the best of your 
boating season will be filled with presentations 
from experts within the local boating community. 
A full schedule for both stages will be available on 
the show’s website: www.ottawaboatshow.ca.
 
Family Day on Saturday of the show will give 
the first 50 families through the doors a swag 
bag sponsored by Pirate Cove Marina. A door 
prize of one Retro 2 Towable from At The Lake 
Distributing will be available for guests to enter 
to win, and other prizes and giveaways will be 
hosted at various booths around the show.
 
Free parking at the EY Centre will be 
available for guests on Thursday and Friday 
at the show.

Major Event for Boating in 
the Ottawa Region 

Kicks Off

(In the News continued from page 50.)
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since she was two or three years old. Since 
her involvement with OWA, she has been 
introduced to a number of valued mentors and 
new bodies of water as well as other types of 
fishing that she has fallen in love with like ice 
and fly fishing. She was introduced to OWA 
at the OFAH Women’s Outdoors Weekend in 
2017, where OWA runs the angling activities. 

After two years of attending OWA events, 
she was honoured to be asked to volunteer at 
the same event that had gotten her hooked. 
Katie appreciates the opportunity to learn 
from Yvonne and other women in the group 
who happily share their incredible wealth 
of knowledge as well as spending time with 
women of all ages who share her passion.

In 2013, Leslie came across workshops called 
Fishing 101 for Women and, determined to 
learn to fish on her own and to teach her son right 
along with her, she attended all five workshops 
offered that year. Women teaching women to 
fish was a welcomed concept for Leslie and the 
workshops were packed with info that covered 
the different types of gear, fish identification, 
safety and fishing regulations to name a few of 
the topics presented. Most importantly, it was 
hands-on and included tying knots, learning 
how to cast and how to safely unhook a fish.

(Meet the OWA Team continued from page 48.)

(Continued on page 50.)

www.luremaking.com
www.luckystrikebaitworks.com


Editor's Note: Yvonne Brown is best known for 
Ontario Women Anglers and the Fishing 101 for 
Women program. Yvonne is a strong advocate for 
getting women and children outdoors and on the 
water. She is the first female to receive the Rick Amsbury Award 
of Excellence.

www.cpmarine.com      -     highway  15,  carleton   place    -    (613)  257- 1772

2020   models 

arriving
weekly!!

2019  lund  1775  
adventure  sport

2019  lund  1775  
adventure  sport

2019  lund  1775
impact XS  ss

2019  lund  1875
impact  XS

2019  lund  1600  
fury  tiller

Mercury  115  PRO XS
travel  cover  &  more!

$38,600.00

Mercury  115  PRO XS,  SKI   BAR,  tilt 
steering,  travel  cover  &  more!

$39,995.00

*plus  tax  
*and  licensing

$19,995.00 *plus  tax  
*and  licensing

Mercury  40 ELPT
BIG TILLER
MOORING  cover  &  more!

2019  lund  1660  
predator
$20,995.00 *plus  tax  

*and  licensing

yamaha   F30,  two  seats,  
lundguard  trailer  & 
spare  tire! $122.00  

bi-weekly!
*oac

Mercury  115  PRO XS
travel  cover  , helix  7 

stereo  and  more!

$39,995.00

*plus  tax   and  licensing

cp   marine

demo

big  jims
demoMercury  150  PRO XS,  

travel  cover  , helix  7,
comfort  package

&  more!

*plus  tax   and  licensing

$51,799.00 *plus  tax   and  licensing

2019  lund  1650 
rebel  xl  sport

Mercury  90  HP, tilt steering,
sport  top,  Pro ride  seat  &  more!

$31,995.00

*plus  tax   and  licensingfree  travel  cover
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weaponsofbassdestruction.ca

FLIPPING JIGS
BLADEDSWIM •

ARKY &
FOOTBALL •

CHOOSE YOUR WEAPONS

Leslie started volunteering for various conservation groups as well as 
Ontario Women Anglers in 2014. She brought her new found passion 
for the outdoors full-circle by volunteering and giving back to the 
resources she loves. Leslie, along with fellow OWA member Rebecca, 
organized and ran the Angler New-Angler event in Caledon called 
Angler New Angler from 2015 to 2019. What Leslie loves that OWA has 
become a community of women who learn from and teach each other 
in a welcoming environment with tons of events that run all year long, 
exploring different bodies of water and different styles of fishing.

Linda moved to Bancroft a couple 
of years ago to spend more time 
on the water.  She trailers her boat 
to try out different regional lakes 
and enjoys bass, pike, muskie and 
walleye fishing. In addition to 
weekend trips, yearly vacations 
take her up to the northern 
Sudbury region for some quality 
lunker adventures.  Hard water is 
always a favourite for whitefish 
and perch fishing once the boat 
has been put away.  

Linda was introduced to OWA 
at an OFAH Women’s Outdoor Weekend a few years back. She felt she 
was a natural fit to enjoy the company of like-minded women without any 
feeling of intimidation. Linda has learned new skills, including fly fishing, 
fly tying, habitat tricks and techniques for success.  She 
says OWA members have so many skills to share and 
are always up for a great fishing trip.

This concludes Part 1 of Meet the Team of the OWA. 
Be sure to check out the Summer issue of Just Fishing 
where we will introduce the of rest the team.

(Meet the OWA Team continued from page 49.)

www.weaponsofbassdestruction.ca
www.cpmarine.com


2411 Barton St. E.
Hamilton, ON

(905) 573-2288
1-888-258-0564

WWW.FISHINGWORLD.CA

ONTARIO'S FISHING SPECIALISTS – 
SHOP IN STORE OR ONLINE TODAY

Mono – 1¢, 
Flouro 5¢  
& Braid 8¢ 
Per Yard 

BERKLEY 
LINE SPOOLING 
CLINIC APRIL 

4th & 5th

www.fishingworld.ca
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Editor’s Note: Avid outdoors person, competitive angler, 2-time gold medal 
winning chef at the Culinary World Olympics and educator Cameron Tait truly 
loves being in the outdoors. Cameron is an active member of the Manitoba 
Wildlife Federation, Walleye Anglers Assoc. of  Manitoba, Central Walleye Trail 
and on the Pro Staff team for Alumacraft / Suzuki and Minn Kota / Humminbird. 
When not pursuing his passion for the outdoors, Certified Chef du Cuisine 
Cameron can be found surrounded by mouth watering food. 

CRISPY WALLEYE & BACON CAKES

For the Love of
 COOKING COOKING

INGREDIENTS:

Preheat oven to 350of. Place bacon in a fry pan and heat on medium for 10 minutes, stirring often. Remove 
partially cooked bacon from pan using a slotted spoon, place on paper towels.

Place walleye, bacon, egg yolk, garlic, parsley, cheese, breadcrumbs and seasoning in food processor. Pulse 
mixture for 30 seconds, making sure not to puree, it should be lumpy. Remove a small amount and roll in 
hands to see if it stays together, if not, more breadcrumbs can be added. Scoop out mixture into even sized 

balls and flatten out to 3/4 of an inch, place in fridge to set.

Prepare salad and chill.

Bread cakes using a flour, egg wash and breadcrumb mixture. Using a 
thermometer, heat oil to 350of. Lightly brown cakes in oil then place on 
sheet pan, bake for 12-15 minutes. When cakes are hot, place on plates and 
garnish with beet and cucumber salad, serve immediately.           

 Happy cooking!

Some of you might be asking if walleye and bacon go together, 
my answer… Absolutely! People might ask what a walleye cake is? Quite simply 
it’s just like a delicious crab cake but with walleye as the main ingredient. Add in all 
of the other ingredients listed below and you have what I call a flavour home run! 
But let’s not stop there. Adding in parmesan cheese, garlic and parsley develops 
layers of flavour, albeit subtle. Best of all, I guarantee that you cannot make this 
recipe just once!

500ml (2 cups) Chopped Walleye
4 Slices Bacon – small dice
1 Egg Yolk 
2 Clove Garlic
Pinch Chopped Parsley 
30ml Grated Parmesan Cheese
30-50ml Breadcrumbs (depending if fish 
is fresh or frozen)
Kosher Salt & Pepper

Canola Oil for frying

SALAD:

1 Gold Bbeet, thinly sliced
1/2 Cucumber, thinly sliced
1 Orange, sectioned
Pinch Chopped Parsley
60 ml Mayonnaise
15 ml Sriracha Sauce

DIRECTIONS:

with Cameron Tait
Yield: 4 Servings

Preparation Time: 30 minutes – Cook Time: 20 minutes



Often times it’s hard to relate to fishing personalities on TV unless 
you own a $50,000 

boat or fish for a living. The 
CFN Fish Off is a new TV 
show who’s tagline is, “Real 
People, Real Life, Real 
Fishing.” As of January 
2020, it will be airing on the 
Sportsman Channel and the 
World Fishing Network. 

The CFN Fish Off will 
document the travels 
of six everyday anglers 
representing 3 teams over 
a six-week period. The 
team that accumulates the most points (based on length and species) at 

the end of the tournament, gets to donate 
$1000 on behalf of the Canadian Fishing 
Network to the charity of their choice. 
Teams are allowed to fish from shore or 
use non-gas powered boats (ex. canoes, 
kayaks, inflatables).

If you have ever dreamed about 
being on your own fishing show, this 
is your chance! In April 2020, the 
Canadian Fishing Network is hosting 
a multi-species online tournament. 
The winning team from the online 
tournament earns a spot on Season 
2 of the CFN Fish Off. In addition, 
even if you don’t win the tournament, 
your team’s submissions may still be 
chosen to be featured on television. 

Many sponsors, including Shimano, are 
generously providing a ton of amazing 
prizes to be won. The beauty of this 
online tournament (aside from having 
the chance to be on TV) is that whether 
you catch the biggest or smallest fish, 
you are still eligible to win various 
weekly Shimano prize packs. Prizes 
include Shimano’s new SLX combo and 
other weekly rod and reel giveaways. 
Imagine winning a brand new Shimano 
SLX for catching a creek chub!

For more information about how to 
join the online tournament or the TV 
show, visit www.cfnfishoff.com and 
join CFN Fish off on Facebook. 
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each other at the tackle store, on the riverbank, and via social media. 
When fishing gets crappy at one location, anglers know it. And when 
fishing is great at another, anglers know it. With that comes shifting 
patterns of fishing effort that can change rapidly. 

For years the fisheries management community was concerned with 
trying to understand the behaviour of the fish but now many recognize 
that the behaviour of the angler is potentially even more important. 
Thankfully, anglers are now sharing data with fisheries managers 
when they upload information on their catch (or lack of catch) via 
various smartphone apps. 

You might wonder why I would write an article like this. I think it 
is important to know that the fisheries professionals that work in the 
trenches on our behalves have a herculean task before them. So next 
time you bump into a government biologist, take a few minutes to thank 
them. And when you pick up the phone to leave a nasty message or hit 
the keyboard to fire off a missive about their “failures”, realize that they 
are doing the best they can. 

The amount of surface water in Ontario is a blessing and a curse. There 
are systems (e.g., broad-scale monitoring and a landscape approach 
to management) in place to help assessment biologists and managers 
do their jobs despite their limited resources and the massive size of 
our province. So,  rather than criticizing those working their butts off, 
I would encourage you to direct your comments at your local elected 
officials to ensure that our natural resource 
management agencies are well supported 
and demand that evidence be the basis for 
management decisions, no matter which 
political party is at the helm.

(Fisheries Assessment & Management Ain’t Easy…  continued from page 36.)

About the Author
Dr. Cooke is a professor of fish ecology at 
Carleton University (www.fecpl.ca). He is 
an avid angler and advises governments 

around the globe on fisheries 
management and conservation. He is 

also a Science Ambassador for 
#Keepemwet Fishing. 
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Izumi. “The numbers of big smallmouth 
and largemouth bass as well as all of the 
amenities Cornwall and region have to 
offer make this the perfect venue for the 
Pan American Bass Championship.”

The event is sponsored by Cornwall 
Tourism & SDG Counties in 
conjunction with the Partnership 
Fund of Regional Tourism 
Organization 9, an initiative 
to build and introduce new 
tourism products and experiences 
in eastern Ontario. The Pan 
American Bass Championship is 
also being supported by the new 
Cornwall Tourism Development 
Fund. For more information 
on the Cornwall Tourism Development Fund, please visit www.
CornwallTourism.com/TDF.

Team Canada Qualifier Results

Thirteen 2-person teams competed on Lake St. Francis on Tuesday August 
27th and Wednesday August 28th to determine the top 7 teams that will 
join Bob and Darren Izumi to represent Canada at the Cornwall SDG 
Counties Pan American Bass Championship in October. 

The teams and their 2-day weights (maximum 5 bass per day) are 
as follows: 1. Andy Kinstler & Scott Lecky – 44.60-lbs., 2. Rob Lee 
& David Chong – 43.20-lbs., 3. Robert MacMillan & Ryan Flaro –  
43.04-lbs., 4. Matt Massey & Robert Greenburg – 42.70-lbs., 5.  Stephen 
& Phil Hegarty – 42.38-lbs.,  6. Nicolas Gendron & Jason Gramada – 
41.98-lbs., 7. Brian Hughes & Anaise Chaves – 40.26-lbs. Bob & Darren 
Izumi received a bye at the qualifier and will lead Team Canada in October.

The remaining six teams that competed this week are: Joe Ford & 
Brian Bickell (39.62-lbs.); Peter Savoia & Jeff McGee (37.30-lbs.); Phil 
Curtis & Brent Valere (37.16-lbs.); Fern Campeau & Jason Greentree 
(35.64-lbs.); Ian Morin & Christopher Voldock (32.04-lbs.); and Oliver 
Grigull & Tim Fernandes (13.80-lbs.). All fish were returned to Lake St. 
Francis following each day of competition. 

Volunteer and Sponsorship Opportunities

There are sponsorship opportunities for the Cornwall SDG 
Counties Pan American Bass Championship in October and 
there is also a need for volunteers to assist during the event as 
scrutineers and boat drivers. For more information, please contact 
Mike Melnik at mike@impactcom.ca or 888-296-8978 (office) or  
705-931-3282 (cell).

About Lake St. Francis

Lake St. Francis is a multi-species fishery with an abundance of 
smallmouth and largemouth bass. Twenty to twenty-five pound five fish 
limits are common on this fertile section of the river. There’s more than 
40 miles of fishable water for the anglers to explore. 

About the 2019 Pan American Bass Championship 

All Pan American countries have been invited to enter from one to 
eight pairs (teams of two). This historical event will be the starting 
point for the Canadian International Sportfishing Association and will 
be an exciting challenge for all the anglers from the Americas. There are 
currently 41 nations participating in the Pan American Games, and we 
wish to invite them all.
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(The Camera & The Keyboard continued from page 42.)
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(Women.on Ice continued from page 44.)
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About the Author: Yvonne Brown
Best known for Ontario Women Anglers 
and the Fishing 101 for Women program, 
Yvonne is a strong advocate for getting 
women and children outdoors and on the 
water. She is the first female to receive the 
Rick Amsbury Award of Excellence.
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(Where Science & Fishing Meet continued from page 36.)
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Editor’s Note: Dave Genz, known 
as Mr. Ice Fishing, was the 

primary driver of the modern ice 
fishing revolution. He has been 
enshrined in the National Fresh 
Water Fishing Hall of Fame and 
Minnesota Fishing Hall of Fame 
for his contributions to the sport. 
For more fishing tips and to order 

his new info-packed book, 
Ice Revolution, go to 
www.davegenz.com.

(Speaking the Language of Fish with Your Jig continued from page 26.)

so I’ll have more to report as this winter goes on, but it’s an interesting 
variable to test.”

If you look at the entire eyelet and think of it as that “half wheel,” on 
which you can place the knot at different positions, it’s easy to imagine 
the possibilities. When the knot is all the way toward the hook point, 
that forces the jig into more of a horizontal swimming attitude, and 
produces the maximum vibration with each “kick” as you rapidly move 
your wrist and the rod moves up and down.

At the other end of the “wheel” the jig assumes a vertical posture. This 
is the position it takes every time you catch a fish or snag on something 
and have to pull free. While Genz stands by the notion that rotating the 
knot all the way toward the hook point will catch you more fish on most 
days, there are times when a vertical jig carries the day.

“Sometimes, fish like the lure rising up off the bottom, looking like it’s 
swimming to the surface,” explains Genz. “This is something fish have 
seen, when insects emerge and rise up. When they want it rising, having 
the jig hang more vertically is important.”

To test whether this approach will be effective, Genz moves the knot 
away from the hook point, so the jig hangs vertically. “I rotate that knot 
around,” he says, “drop the jig to the bottom, pound it into the bottom a 
few times, and start rising it up with a swimming, kicking motion. If they 
want that, they’ll bite it. It’s another method to try when fish are down 
there and you’re struggling to get them to bite.”

Between these two extremes, the “wheel” offers other knot positions to 
experiment with.

“So many people are quick to change the colour of the lure, or tie on a 
different type of bait,” says Genz. “That’s not wrong to do, but by altering 
how you’re presenting the jig you already have on there, you can do a lot of 
testing before you change colour or tie on a different bait.

“Besides doing this, make sure your plastics are on there straight, so the 
jig can work properly, and if you’re using live bait, make sure it’s fresh. 
Make sure there’s fresh juice coming out of those maggots, before you 
start thinking about changing jig colours.”

Every day of fishing is a big experiment, where you are asking the fish 
what they want by showing them things you think they might want. And 
now you know a lot more about what Dave Genz does, in addition to 
drilling more holes. “Some of those little things you can try,” he says, 
“make a big difference on some days.”

Here’s to your winter of experimentation with cadence, pounding styles, 
and knot positions.

Charles has equated the Classic to a drug. He can’t wait to get that feeling 
again and he’s afraid/excited that getting back there will consume him. If 
anyone can that I know, it’s Charles. We all owe Charles a huge tip of the 
cap of thanks for taking us on this ride with him. He did Canada proud on 
and off the water as we all expected and hopefully he will do it again real 
soon! 

Lake Conroe. Houston, Texas March 24-26?  Anyone?

1. Both guys ran full flurocarbon on everything even though they were fishing 
very dirty water.

2. Casey retied at least 3 times throughout the 
day, Brandon only when he broke off.

3. Brandon swapped hooks on his doctored 
Rapalas on the fly on bait change, weren’t done 
ahead of time. It took him under 15 seconds to 
change hooks and that was without pliers.

4. Casey was almost emotionless. If I wasn’t 
watching closely I’d never known he had a 
bite. Very quiet in the boat other than our 

conversations. There certainly was no “there’s one!”

5. Despite being at the top of the sport both had “issues”. An hour into the 
day Casey’s Lowrances were flashing and then off. Dead batteries. He fished 
for about 2 hours of the day with his main running so he had juice to fire it up 
for the run back. He caught more than a couple fish with the main running. 
Fished most of the day with no sonar at all.

(Bassmaster Classic Meet Canadian Charles Sim! continued from page 24.)
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Hunting, FisHing, ArcHery, Licences, Live BAit
Open 7 Days A Week – 33373 Hwy 17, Deep river, On

(613) 584-7701   email: dro@bellnet.ca

DEEP RIVER OUTFITTERS
Your Total Outdoor Store for HUNTING, FISHING & ARCHERY

 • Wide Range of Firearms, 
Bows, Hunting Gear 

& Accessories • Camo Clothing for Men, 
Women & Children 

of All Ages

 • Large Selection of 
Fishing Tackle, Rods & Reels

Specializing in Service for Over 10 Years
LiKe us on Facebook

of $15.95 (HST incl.)
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New Sufix Hi-Vis Monofilament is a Hi visibility 
and high floating monofilament for the river/float 
fishermen out there. No more losing your line or 
having trouble tracking it. The neon colours will 
highlight and attract! Available in: 8-lb., 10-lb. 
and  12-lb. test in 330 yard spools and in Neon 
Gold, Neon Lime and  Neon Red colours.

Troll much? You’ll go bananas for the new Scatter Rap Tail Dancer. 
Combining the wild, wide-tail action of a banana-shaped balsa body 
with the evasive, erratic action of the Scatter Lip, Rapala’s newest 
offering is the ultimate deep-diving multi-species trolling lure. Featuring 
a tapered tail, internal rattle and two No. 4 VMC Black Nickel Round 
Bend Hooks, the Scatter Rap Tail Dancer runs 11-to-19 feet, depending 
on line size and boat speed. What it 
does in open water behind the boat 
will dupe even the most discerning 
of gamefish. When a trolled Scatter 
Rap Tail Dancer kicks sideways, 
it creates an illusion to a pursuing 
predator that it might get away, 
triggering a strike. Measuring 3-1/2 inches and weighing 7/16th of an 
ounce, the Scatter Rap Tail Dancer is available in 16 colour patterns. 
For more information, visit: www.Rapala.ca.

Introducing the New EXP Center Pin Reel from Sheffield (made by 
Okuma) that features two exposed ball bearing with a precision machined 
aluminum frame and spool. This reel is stunning in a two-tone finish 
of green and black. The two EZO exposed ball bearings are lubricated 

with oil for unmatched performance. The 
reel has a stainless steel shaft and is 4.5” in 
diameter.  It has an on/off ratchet with heavy 
duty clicker, tapered handles to reduce line 
grab, a line capacity rated at 275-yds of 8-lb. 
line with 50-yds of 20-lb. backing. The EXP 
comes boxed in a Sheffield neoprene case 
that will fit over your rod to protect your 
reel. Sheffield is excited to add this reel to its 
family of center pin reels. Sheffield makes the 

(What’s New for 2016 continued from page 42.)

(Continued on page 46.)

Rapala 
Scatter Rap 
Tail Dancer

Sheffield
EXP Center Pin Reel

Observations from Inside 2 Elite Series Anglers 
Boats – Casey Ashley & Brandon Palaniuk

(Continued on page 27.)

Casey Ashley

Box 214
Seeley’s Bay, ON

K0H 2N0

Perth Boat Rentals
Family Run Business

•14’ Fishing Boats
to 

22’ Pontoon Boats
•All Boats on 

Trailers
•Life Jackets & 

Safety Gear 
Included

•Delivery Available

Book Now At: perthboatrentals.ca
16621 Hwy 7 Perth, ON (613) 390-2628

shade and protection. Bass 
lurk in these areas, waiting in 
ambush for prey to pass within 
their strike zone. 

Large expanses of floating 
weeds can hold bass. Expect 
active fish to relate to outside 
edges. Inactive ones often 
hold further back in the cover. 
Don’t overlook small patches 
of floating vegetation in 
backwater areas, though. It’s 
amazing how often a piece of 
isolated cover, such as some 
cut-weed tangled in lilly pads or arrowheads, can hold a big fish.

There are many lures that catch bass from weeds. Choose a bait based on 
bass’ mood as well as the type of cover you’re fishing. When bass are buried 
deep in thick vegetation, bass jigs and Texas-rigged plastics are a natural  
choice. Use these lures to work the edges and openings of cover. 
Punching mat is also effective. It involves casting the lure towards the 
sky, then pulling it or letting it free-fall downwards. The speed the lure 

gains on its descent helps it 
punch through thick mat and 
surface weeds. There are 
specialty jigs and rigging 
methods specifically for this 
approach. 

Working a topwater frog 
through floating vegetation 
is another reliable tactic. A 
bass hitting a topwater is 
always a treat to see, and 
winching a big one out of 
thick cover is high-octane 
fun. Weedless spoons are a 

good alternative to frogs.

(River Backwater Areas for Largemouth continued  from page 50.)

(Continued on page 52.)

Angler Rick Klatt with a backwater 
largemouth from the Ottawa River.

My goal in this column is not to cast a cloud of doom and gloom on the 
excitement of the upcoming ice fishing season. My real intention is to 
provide as many anglers as possible with the right information on this topic. 

For anyone interested in learning more about this important issue, the 
documents produced by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) should be required reading. The IPCC is the internationally 
accepted authority on climate change and one of its major roles is to provide 
the world with an objective, scientific view of this issue. Thousands of 
scientists from around the globe voluntarily contribute to reports produced 
by the IPCC. The most recent of these, the Fifth Assessment Report (AR5), 
was completed in 2014. The full reports are long documents, which are 
more intended for a scientific audience, but the reports also contain 
summaries (termed “Summaries for Policymakers”) with key points that 
are much easier reading. Even for someone who is familiar with the issues 
associated with climate change, many of the key points will make you stop 
and think. The following 3 quotes are taken from the summary section of 
AR5, produced by the IPCC (13). 

“Warming of the climate system is unequivocal, and since the 1950s, 
many of the observed changes are unprecedented over decades to 
millennia. The atmosphere and ocean have warmed, the amounts of snow 
and ice have diminished, sea level has risen, and the concentrations of 
greenhouse gases have increased.” 

“It is extremely likely that human influence has been the dominant cause 
of the observed warming since the mid-20th century.” “The atmospheric 
concentrations of carbon dioxide, methane, and nitrous oxide have increased 
to levels unprecedented in at least the last 800,000 years. Carbon dioxide 

GLOW

3 FREE  G LO - S H OT T M ST I C KS  
I N C L U D E D  W I T H  EV E RY  PAC K !

FREE GLO-SHOTTM STICK REMOVAL TOOL
WITH EVERY PACK!

NEW!  
GLO-SHOT™ SPOON
AVAILABLE FALL 2017

•  T H E  WO R L D ’ S  F I R ST  S E L F  
I L L U M I N AT I N G  S P O O N !

•  G LOWS  U P  TO  1 2 +  H O U R S !

•  AVA I L AB L E  I N  1 2  C O LO R S !

Find all of our products at NorthlandTackle.com

(Continued on page 38.)

(Know When to Set the Hook continued from page 22.)

Editor’s Note:  Brian “Bro” Brosdahl, 
of MAX, MN, is one of the most 

recognized and respected anglers in 
North America. Bro, as he’s known, 
is a multi-species angler best known 

for his influence on the sport of 
ice fishing. He can be contacted at 
bbro@paulbunyan.net or online at 

Brosguideservice.com for winter and 
summer guide trips or to book Bro for a seminar.
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(What’s New for 2018 continued from page 51.)
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Worm offers reinforced attraction that big bass won’t be able to pass-
up. Designed with a ribbed body, the Berkley Powerbait Maxscent 

Kingtail Worm offers increased 
surface area for greater scent 
dispersion and keeps your hook 
point fully concealed. Great for 
deep, summertime tactics, the 
Berkley Powerbait Maxscent 
Kingtail Worm provides an 

enhanced action and fortified scenting that will reign “King” among 
tournament anglers. For more information, visit: www.berkley-
fishing.com.

No matter where you fish around the country, you always recognize the 
sound of a fishing blowing up on the surface. Bass, pike, and muskie 
are reaction hunters, and will attack just about anything that comes 
near, or creates a commotion on the surface. 
The Savage Gear 3D Bat is the first of its kind 
3D scanned, hard body surface walking Bat 
bait. The Savage Gear 3D Bat is available in 
two sizes to fit your fishing situation all season 
long. Models include a 4” and 5” design so 
that you can match what is lurking above the 
surface. The 3D scan creates detail like no 
other in crawling style top water bait. These 
baits feature stainless steel wings on the large 
size, and aluminium wings on the smaller size 
that give the 3D Bat a side-to-side crawling 
action that triggers reaction strikes beyond expectation. With a hard 
ABS body, metal wings, and a high pitched built in rattle, the 3D Bat 
has a super frantic, noisy action that calls in predators from a long 
distance. The 3D Bat comes in three key colours including Brown Bat, 
Black Bat, and Grey Bat. With stainless steel wings on the 5” size and 
aluminium wings on the 4” size, high pitched built in rattle, and super 
frantic noisy action, the 3D Bat calls in predators from a long distance. 
For more information, visit: www.savagegear-usa.com.

Well folks... that wraps up part 1 of our annual “What’s New” 
feature. Believe me – we have barely scratched the surface of the 
mountain of new and innovative products that are coming your way 
for 2018. Watch for part 2 of this feature in the upcoming Spring/
Sports Show issue.

Berkley Powerbait Maxscent 
Kingtail Worm

Savage Gear
3D Bat
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(Ice Bassin’ for Lakers continued from page 2.)A Line From “Big” Jim crank can trigger reaction bites from negative fish, as well as active 
aggressive fish.

There are many different swimbaits to choose from. Some of my 
favourite actually come from a couple of local Canadian manufacturers, 
Bass Magnet and Impact Baits. They 
both make some great product; have 
various sizes and plenty of fish catching 
colours to choose from. Size-wise, you 
can use a swimbait anywhere from 
3.5” up to 7/8” models. Pair them up 
with the proper weight jighead and 
you’ll have a weapon of laker destruction. Colour-wise, you can never 
go wrong with a white or shad coloured swimbait as the bulk of the 
forage for lakers in Lake Simcoe consists of smelts and herring.

As for jigheads, my personal favourite for any 
swimbaits up to about 6” would be a Fin-tech SS 
Minnow. This jighead is specially designed for 
swimbaits and incorporates two separate line ties. 
One at the nose for when you’re casting it in open 

water and one on top of the head for when 
you are fishing it vertically as we do on the 
ice. There are also 2 metal prongs to secure 
your swimbait better. The 1/4oz. & 3/8oz. 
freshwater models as well as the 1/2oz. 
saltwater model all come armed with a 5/0 
needle point Mustad hook. The Fin-tech 

SS Minnow Swim Jig also incorporates a small flasher blade for that 
little extra fish appeal.

For the larger swimbaits, a jighead with a longer shank hook or a 
larger 6/0 or 7/0 would be suitable for better hook-ups. You can also 
rig up a stinger hook that could catch those short strikers. As for the 
gear to fish a swimbait, a fairly long ice rod is definitely an advantage.  

(Continued on page 6.)

• Large inventory 
of Ammunition

• Hunting Apparel: 
under Armour, Browning,

Muck Boots

• Professional staff 
for Bow and gun repair 

& setup Onsite

We Carry:
restricted and non restricted Fire Arms – new & used

crossbows & compound Bows (we take trades)
• Live Bait: 

suckers, shiners,
 Dace, Herring

Fin-tech
SS Minnow 

Swim Jig

Fin-tech
SS Minnow 

Bass Magnet 
Shift’r Shad

It’s been a pretty darn good Fall for Mr. & Mrs. BIG... 
Hard to imagine that over 3 months have passed in 
the new home and although it’s given up a couple of 
unforeseen surprises, it really couldn’t get any better 
for us. Especially when you settle down in the evening 
with a view of the water right there...Wow! 
 
There are other aspects to 

living near the boat launch though. Like when 
a major tournament comes to town as you can 
see – but then they disappear as fast as they get 

there and the next big deal 
out back will be ice out and 
the onslaught of panfish, which I 
hear is second to none. I can’t wait.  
 

As many of you are aware my sciatic grief is finally well 
under control, but I continue at the gym 4 days a week and sometimes 5 just 
for good luck. This trouble had been ruling my life, and although I sacrificed 
a ton of fishing time for the gym this past year... Next summer will be a whole 
different story – largies, smallies, splake, panfish right out the outback door. 
Plus Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River is roughly a half hour to 
launch. If you are experiencing physical grief, see a Dr. and get yourself 
fixed... There really isn’t much the gym can’t help with. The hardest part of 
going to the gym, is getting started!
 
This winter issue is absolutely loaded with information from the likes of 
Pyzer, Chong, “Bro”, Allard and more on just about every fish we pursue 
beneath the ice... Plus Dr. Bruce Tufts shares his world class research for 
Just Fishing readers and is a must read. 

Fish safe this winter. “Big” Jim

Side viewing usually works best when the fish are suspended further from 
the bottom or when I am hunkering down in my Frabill Bro Series Side 
Step house that gives me enough floor space to drill a separate hole for 
the AquaVu. This gives me the perfect viewing position so I can watch 
one or more lines from a safe distance and still be able to see them clearly.

Using an AquaVu to actually see the fish is like sight fishing at any 
depth. Anglers don’t have to rely on “feel” to know when to set the hook. 
They will actually see when the fish takes the bait and will have instant 
feedback on how the fish are reacting to their bait. 

Seeing is believing. Anglers will know the type and size of the fish they 
are dealing with because they can see them on their AquaVu. This does 
not mean anglers no longer need to use sonar while ice fishing. The 
engineers at Humminbird have also been busy. The new Ice Helix 7 G2 
comes with Chirp technology to separate individual targets like never 
before and Smart Strike, which helps even rookie anglers fish like a pro. 

I had a prototype of one of the new Humminbird units last winter, but I 
was strongly advised not to let other people see it, so it was like having 
a secret weapon that nobody else knew about. 

Now I can talk about the new Humminbird units all I want, so come and 
see me at one of my stops on the Bro Road Show, so I can show you what 
all the fuss is about in person. 

For those visiting the mid-west, the upcoming St. Paul Ice Fishing 
& Winter Sports Show in Minnesota is not to be missed (November 
30th – December 2nd). Among the more than 190 vendors and 
exhibits, Barb and several other prominent female ice anglers will be 
participating in an all-women pro panel to answer questions and share 
their experiences. https://www.stpaulicefishingshow.com.   

Canadian Ice Fishing Expo
Here in Ontario, we’re also getting ready for the hard water season and there’s 
no better way to charge up your batteries than with a visit to one of the newest 
trade shows around. Started in 2017, the Canadian Ice Fishing Expo will host 
over 50 exhibitors and feature new product demonstrations and tips from 
industry professionals. This year’s seminar stage is comprised of a variety of 
speakers including myself and will cover a number of topics from ice safety 
to electronics to species-specific fishing. For more details on location, hours 
and admission, visit: http://www.canadianicefishingexpo.com. 

As well, Ontario Women Anglers will be present to showcase the organization, 
its members and to share information on upcoming ice fishing events, one 
of which will be a pike fishing weekend in Parry Sound. Walleye fishing on 
the Bay of Quinte, perch fishing on Lake Simcoe and possibly a day out for 
lakers are some of the activities planned for 2019. Please stop by the booth 
and find out how you can be a part of this ladies-only fishing organization. 

Keep an eye out for upcoming events through our website:  
www.ontariowomenanglers.ca, our Facebook 
page or sign up for our e-mail alerts.

Doing this, I can at least have an idea 
where I can find everything if I need to 
find something quick. 

In the truck I also carry another trunk 
loaded with tools for fixing anything that 
could break on my boat. My friends have 
had to get into this quite a few times over 
the years. I have a drill, a bunch of zip 
ties, extra transducers, a box full of nuts 
and bolts and some cleaning products, all 
kinds of good stuff. 

Some of the other items I need on the 
road that get hauled around in the back of 
the truck include a good extension cord 
and extra shoes and boots, including 
some Simms rubber boots, which are an 
absolute life saver on those major rain 

days, they are a great investment, trust me!  

A lot of my tackle will spend the next 
eight months in my boat, things that I 
will use everywhere that I fish. I keep 
just about all of my tackle in the Plano 
Waterproof StowAway boxes. They 
are little bit more expensive but they 
are very durable and keep your tackle 
dry and in good shape. 

The stuff that will stay in my 
boat all the time are boxes 
of jig heads, hooks, sinkers, 
topwater baits, Chatterbaits, 
flipping jigs and suspending 
jerkbaits. All of these items 
are always tied on a rod 
wherever I fish and then 
there are a bunch of other 
boxes that come in and out 
of the boat depending on where I’m fishing. These include crankbaits, 
spinnerbaits, swim jigs, frogs, lipless rattle baits, hair jigs and big 
swimbaits. There are some other niche baits that might only see 
action on one or two fisheries but I need to bring them. When they 
are not in the boat I usually keep them in the truck.

The boat also gets loaded up 
with tools in case I need to 
fix anything on the water. It’s 
an assortment of wrenches, 
screwdrivers and cutters. I 
keep these in a dry box as 
well so they are not damaged 
during the season. There is 
also a box of fishing related 
tools as well, including 

scissors, pliers, hooks files, tools that I need for rigging my tackle or 
getting hooks out of fish. 

Finally, I have one more dry tool box in the boat that contains items 
I may need at some point. This box includes extra pumps for my 

(Prepping for Tournament Season continued from page 56.)

(Continued on page 60.)

Editor’s Note: Wally Robins 
is a member of the GLoomis 
Pro Staff and an avid multi-

species angler, with a special 
passion for muskies.

articles than it does for a recreational angler. Another reality is that on 
potentially stellar fishing days with optimum conditions, he may need 
to be in the office writing to meet a deadline.
 

Every successful author 
develops an approach to 
putting words together. 
Allard’s process stresses 
efficiency and precision. 
It has to – he often has 
a number of articles on 
the go simultaneously, 
a l l  w i t h  p r e s s i n g 
deadlines. Allard starts 
with brainstorming how 
content can be translated 
into words, a process 
similar to a film editor’s 

story boarding. An initial generic outline of the article tests flow and 
sequencing. Allard explains this step. “The first draft is the hardest part 
for me. It’s like chiselling out the idea from a block of marble. Once done, 
things start to roll.” To “feel” the flow of the piece, he often reads his 
preliminary draft out loud. The two final steps of editing and polishing 
content occur once he’s satisfied with how the piece feels and reads. 

Over the years, Allard has learned some tricks of the writing trade. Many 
came from times when articles were hard to write. One key learning 
point was that it’s never too late to sit down and write. Another was about 
being and staying in a writing zone. “When the words are coming easily, 
don’t stop”. He’s also learned 
that he works best in short 
bursts, producing a number 
of paragraphs, before taking a 
quick break from his computer. 
Finally, while his formal role 
with Ontario Out of Doors 
is Walleye Editor, Allard is 
an extremely talented 
multi species angler. 
His experience and 
competence catching 
bass, pike, and panfish is 
an important asset both 
on and off the water. It 
enables Allard to detail 
transferable crossover 
tactics that can teach 
readers how to catch more 
fish regardless of species.

On Screen & On Paper Excellence
Whether a novice or experienced angler, much can be learned from 
superior visual and written information about fishing. JP DeRose and 
Tim Allard are two industry leaders at imparting knowledge through 

their respective media outlets. Their products are 
built on exacting standards and a deep personal 

commitment to create quality learning and 
entertainment. Enjoy the experience of watching 

or reading their work.  

Tim Allard is a full-time, award-
winning outdoor journalist  and 
author-photographer of the book, Ice 
Fishing: The Ultimate Guide. He’s a 
regular contributor to numerous North 
American print and online publications. 
From panfish to northern pike, Tim fishes 
whatever he can, whenever he can.

(In the News continued from page 45.)
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HUNTING, FISHING, ARCHERY, LICENCES, LIVE BAIT
Monday - Thursday = Closed, Friday - Sunday = 9:00 - 5:00 

 33373 Hwy 17, Deep River, ON 
(613) 584-7701   email: dro2003@icloud.com

DEEP RIVER OUTFITTERS
Your Total Outdoor Store for HUNTING, FISHING & ARCHERY

 • Wide Range of Firearms, Bows, Hunting Gear 
&  Accessories

 • Camo Clothing for Men, Women 
& Children of All Ages

 • Large Selection of Fishing Tackle, Rods & Reels

All gift certificates need to be redeemed by December 31, 2019

RETIREMENT SALE
30% Off All Tackle, Rods, 

Reels, & Clothing
20% off  Hunting & Archery 

Accessories 
& Ammunition

$17.95

www.cfnfishoff.com
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The Ottawa Boat Show: February 20th – 
23rd, 2020 – EY Centre –  Airport Parkway 
& Uplands Drive. Feel like getting outside 
and having some fun? If your idea of the 
perfect summer is being on or near water and 
spending quality time with friends and family 
in the great outdoors, a visit to the Ottawa Boat 
Show will set you up with all the gear you need, 
destinations to explore and exciting things 
to experience that are readily available in the 
Capital Region. For more information visit:  
www.ottawaboatshow.ca.

Toronto Sportsmen’s Show: Canada’s Biggest 
Fishing & Outdoor Show for over 65 Years! 
March 18th – 22nd, 2020 – International Centre, 
Mississauga. 100s of boats, over 400 Exhibitors, 
$75,000 Toronto Sun Casting Pond, Ontario 
Out of Doors Hunting Hall, Great Outdoors 
Seminar Stage & much, much more. The 
Outfitters and Travel Expo showcases a massive 
selection of outdoor vacation destinations 
and activities. For more information visit:  
www.sportshows.ca.

Peterborough Tackle Swap – March 15th, 2020. 
R.A. Morrow Memorial 
Park, Peterborough, ON – 
10 am – 4 pm.  Admission 
$5.00 (Kids under 12 
Free) Tons of Door 
Prizes, Over 150 Vendors. 
All attendees receive a 
free entry into a draw 
for a Garmin Echomap 
Plus. Bring a Food Bank 
donation & receive a 2nd 

raffle entry. For more information visit: www.
peterboroughfishingshow.com.

Orillia Perch Festival: April 20th – May 11th, 
2020. Welcome to the 39th Annual Orillia 
Perch Festival! Lakes Simcoe & Couchiching, 
Orillia, Ontario. One of Canada’s Largest 
Registered Fishing Derbies! Over Sixty Tagged 
Perch worth $500 Each! Plus... Bonus Perch 
& Thousands of Dollars in Daily, Weekly and 
Grand Prize Draws! Just Fish to Win! For more 
information visit: www.orillia.com.

Walleye World Live Release Fishing Derby: 
May 2nd & 3rd, 2020. With over $260,000 
in prizes to be won makes this annual derby  
one of  the largest walleye fishing derbies 
in the world. For more information visit:  
www.kiwaniswalleyeworld.com

Mark Thorpe Guiding Services, Trophy 
Muskies are our Specialty – Ottawa & 
Lawrence Rivers. Booking – 3rd Saturday 
in June – November 30th. September & 
October is “Big Fish” & “Trophy” time. 
All equipment provided or bring your own. 
For more information contact: Mark at  
(450) 699-0599.

Fish with and learn from the best! Spend a 
day on the water with one of Canada’s top 
tournament fishermen, David Chong! Bass, 
Walleye, Pike, Muskie, Perch, Whitefish, 
Lake Trout, Crappie. Corporate, Loyalty 
Pricing and Gift Certificates Available! Please 
contact David at: (416) 993-3477 or e-mail at 
dchong@fishharddreambig.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS

GUIDE SERVICES

Advertise your products, services or community events. 
Word ads: $20 for the 1st 20 words + .20¢ for each additional 

word. Send your copy by email to: info@justfishing.ca

CLASSIFIED AD  RATES

CLASSIFIED & COMMUNITY EVENTS

MANOTICK BAIT 

1019 River Road Manotick, ON (613) 692-LINE (5463) – info: manotickbaitsupplies@hotmail.ca

• Wide Selection of Tackle

Fishing / Hunting
We Talk 

All Species

 of Fish

• Bam Custom Plastics• “Big” Jim’s Hand-tied Bucktail Jigs

OPEN DAILY: 7 AM – 7 PM

• We have worms & all sizes of 
minnows year round

Your Rideau River Fishing Headquarters

New Owner - New Management & New Inventory!

The Store Where You’re #1

Your Hosts: Sandra and Chris Vanattan & Family

Phone: (613) 472-2832  
Toll Free Phone: (866) 733-0955

WWW.CHRISLIVEBAIT.COM 

OPEN DAILY

Hwy #7 & Marmora Mine Rd.
 Marmora, ON

Just Fishing . 16 Spring 2019

Editor’s Note 
David Chong is widely recognized as one of Canada’s top 
competitive tournament anglers. He is also an avid multi 
species angler and is a strong advocate for affordable, 
accessible angling for all! David loves sharing his vast 
fishing knowledge and stories with anglers of all ages, 
beginners and pros alike!  

www.mistertwister.ca

  

LAKE TROUT

 
STRIPER
PIKE/WALLEYE

BIG BAITS FOR 
BIG GAME FISH

#31

¾ oz head

1¼ oz body

#1 #10S #51

Black & 
White Pearl

SASSY SHAD

Yo-Zuri Super Braid is the optimum choice as 
with a lighter line, the rear hook may swing 
around and entangle the lure.

One of Yo-Zuri’s newer lures, the 3DB & 
3DR Prop looks very similar to a Pencil 
except that it has a prop located at the rear. 
The blades on the prop are counter cupped in 
order to throw water and creating a panicked 
baitfish commotion. The same outfit that is 
used to throw a Pencil can be used for fishing 
the Prop. As with the previous two types of 
topwaters that we’ve discussed this lure can 
be fished at various speeds depending upon 
the mood of the fish. 

The method and speed that a topwater is 
worked is critical in order to draw strikes from 
fish, but the hook set is equally important 
when it comes to successfully landing them. 
As exciting as an explosive topwater hit is, 
topwater fishing can also be very frustrating. 
Because of the visual impact of a topwater 
strike, anglers often miss time their hook set 
and fail to hook up solidly with their quarry. 
The key to a high hookup and landing ratio 
with topwater lures is not to react to the initial 

hit and wait 
for the weight! 
Employ ing 
a sweep set 

across your body when you feel weight will 
greatly increase your odds of hooking and 
landing that bass of a lifetime!

Once hooked up, it is imperative to try and 
keep the fish from jumping. Keeping your 
rod pointed downward sometimes even 
thrusting your rod into the water while doing 
battle can be essential to landing that fish. 
As with any type of lure with treble hooks, 
it is virtually impossible to land every fish 
that you hook. So there will be times you do 
everything correctly and the bass will still get 
the better of you! This adds to the challenge 
and excitement of topwater fishing.

When targeting largemouth bass with topwater, 
it is important to understand their preference 
to ambush their prey rather than chase it. 
Casting your lure around ambush points such 
as docks, logs, weedlines, breaks and similar 
structure will draw those awesome predatory 
hits. Deeper open water fishing with topwaters 
for Buckets is usually more effective where 
there is a shad based forage. On these types of 
bodies of water, largemouth bass often school 
and hunt baitfish in packs. 

There are many other methods of top 
watering and types of topwater lures 
but we’ll have to leave that for another 
time and another article. Until then, 
Set Hard! Set Often!

(TopSide Bassin’ continued from page 15.)
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Drop your favourite lure down the hole and 
watch it go down on the depth finder. Oh 
yeah, make sure it’s tied on your line. Drop 
it down until it hits the bottom. If the depth 
finder lost sight of your lure on the way 
down, it’s because it either went out of the 
cone angle or the reflection wasn’t adequate 
to give a return mark. Now, reel it up until 
you feel the lure come off of the bottom. 
Raise it up about a foot and then drop it 
down again until you feel bottom. Watch for 
it to rise away from the bottom mark on your 
unit. If you can’t see it, bounce it a bit and 
slowly increase the gain. Watch for your lure 
movement on the screen. Once it’s in view, 
adjust the gain so your lure mark reads green, 
maybe flickering into orange. Now you’re 
set. Let’s get one thing straight, though. Just 
because there are fish down there doesn’t 
mean they will bite, well, unless you’re a Pro.
 

WHAT THE COLOuRS MEAN
You need to understand a bit about how 
sonar working order to fully understand 
what you’re seeing on the flasher. Check out 
the link if you need help. Remember, we are 
taking a 3 dimensional space and squashing 
this information into a 2 dimensional display. 
The circular area of the bottom becomes a wide 
mark on the screen and fish inside the transducer 
cone can be any colour and in any position, 
including inside and beyond the bottom mark. 

The colours give us the advantage of knowing 
the different strengths of the signal marks. This 
can be roughly correlated to a position inside 
the cone. Red being the center most part, orange 
the area around, and green the outer edge of the 
cone angle. Now, just to keep things interesting, 
there is also this. Targets (fish, bait fish, your 
lure, even plankton) with larger surface areas 
will show redder, less surface area shows 
orange, and green for the smallest stuff. These 
two different phenomenons make reading FL 
flasher an art. 

It means you could have Mr. Monster Musky, 
hanging way out on the edge, while your thinking 
you have a nice gill about to bang your waxy 
worm. Yet, on the other hand, you could be 
looking at a stubborn fish for 15 minutes, sitting 
exactly one foot above your line, when you 
remember that you just put a split shot a foot up 
to keep your bobber a little straighter. The colours 
will give you information. You need to interpret 
it. Experience and experimentation are the keys 
to being very good at reading your flasher.

Now let’s fish. Bait your lure and drop it down. 
You will need to fine-tune your gain often to 
maintain a consistent colour. This is due to the 
changing position and reflection of your bait. 
How far you let it go down depends on where 
you are and what you’re fishing for. This is 
where the actual fishing skill comes in. If you’re 

in luck, a fish will appear. It may be interested 
in your bait. They can appear rising from the 
bottom or coming from the side. A 
fish can appear to you to be rising 
straight up, but it is really coming 
from the side. 

The flasher simply sees it getting 
closer. The fish mark itself holds 
a lot of information. With only 
little experience you can tell if fish 
are bigger or smaller, because the 
thickness of the red mark correlates 
to the thickness of the fish. You can also 
tell a fish’s attitude by the way the mark on 
your screen behaves. Aggressive biters can 
race through groups of fish to slam your 
bait. And you can see them coming. That’s 
when foretelling the near future becomes 
very easy. “I’m going to get a bite right... 
NOW!” On the other hand, finicky biters 
can sit by your bait for, what seems like, 
forever before you get the tiniest little tick.

CHANGING YOuR WAYS
After you use the unit a few times in different 
situations you will begin to understand very 
well how it works. You may find that your 
old ways of fishing just aren’t good enough 
anymore. If you drill a hole and sit on it for 
hours without out getting a bite or seeing a fish 
you’re likely to get pretty frustrated. You have 

to try something different or you have to 
move. I know, you’ve got on your favourite 
lure that killed ‘em on that trip three years 
ago or the thought of packing everything up, 
pulling the stuff down the ice, to hand drill 
another couple of holes doesn’t sound like 
a lot of fun. But if you don’t do something 
different, you might as well go home. 

To make things easier, and a lot more fun, you 
need to rethink your methods and equipment. 
You’ll find that you don’t really need a bobber 
anymore. Sure, there are times when you’ll 

use them, but a good 
sensitive rod with 
light line and a spring 
bobber on the tip can be 
much more effective. 
A good variety of 
lures and bait will 
give you a better 
chance of enticing the 
finicky fish to bite. 
A comfortable, yet 

very portable, fish house can make 
moving a snap. And, a lightweight 
power auger can make drilling 
twenty holes at a time a breeze.

That’s about it. Of course there are 
many more tips and tricks to help 
put meat on the table, but you’ve 
now got the most important ones. 
Ice fishing with an Eviler FL series 
flasher is not a difficult thing to do. 

Changing your old habits should not be either, 
once you see for yourself what new methodscan 
do for your catch. One last thing, when you find 
that your freezer is full and your neighbours 
aren’t thanking you so enthusiastically anymore 
when you give them a bunch of fish, it’s time 
to practice catch and release. Fish responsibly so 
others can too.
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Points of Interest
Lister is a savvy angler with a bladed swim 
jig and he’s got a few tricks I think you should 
know when it comes to fall bass. One area he 
frequently fishes are long tapering points. These 
are bass highways for fish moving back and 
forth from shallow to deep water. 

“Anytime you can find a rock to weed transition 
especially on a point, make sure you fish it,” 
Lister said. “Rock areas will draw the heat 
from the sun on bright sunny fall days warming 
the water temperature, which in return attract 
baitfish and crayfish. Only a few degrees can 
make a huge difference when the water is cold.”

Lister casts the vibrating jig beyond the 
target, and then swims it towards the spot. He 
experiments with rod snaps and stop-and-drop 
moves, letting the bass reveal what triggering 
action works best.

Smash Smallmouth
It could be said that, for whatever reason, many 
anglers overlook bladed swim jigs. Nowhere is 
this truer than when it comes to smallmouth. 
“Sand to weed is another great transition area 
anytime of the year but excels during the fall 
months on attracting smallmouth bass,” Lister 
said. “Smallmouth love to cruise sand flats on 
warm fall days hunting down pods of baitfish 
and a ChatterBait-style jig will catch them.”

Deep, up-feeding smallmouth can also be 
fooled with a bladed swim jig in the fall. In 
many respects, this is a continuation of a 
mid-summer pattern. Large shoreline points, 
bars, islands, reefs, and neck-downs are all 
constricted spaces where smallmouth will herd 
and attack shad, smelt, and other open-water 
baitfish inhabiting deep flats and basin areas. 
When smallmouth are hunting in these zones, 
soft jerkbaits, spinnerbaits, swimbaits, and 
topwaters are popular choices. On pressured 
systems a bladed swim jig presents a completely 

different package for smallmouth and can help 
trigger bites from big, wise bronzebacks. I 
admit a bladed swim jig wasn’t on my radar 
for this scenario a couple years back. Then I 
had a buddy absolutely clean up on shad-eating 
smallmouth using a ChatterBait. I’ve since 
changed my ways. 

Rod & Line for ChatterBaits
“The action of the rod is very important,” 
Browning said. “It’s one of those baits, almost 
like crankbait fishing, where that fish needs to 
load up, so I would definitely suggest not using 
too heavy of a rod. But, you need to use a heavy 
enough rod to get that one single hook in there… 
Don’t use your worm rod, use your spinnerbait 
rod, so to speak.”

His sword of choice is a 7’10” heavy power, 
moderate action St. Croix Legend Tournament 
Bass casting rod. With this he’ll fling ChatterBaits 
on 40-pound Gamma Torque braided line when 
fishing thick grass cover that requires ripping 
on occasion. Otherwise, it’s 14-pound Gamma 
fluorocarbon for all other aspects of the technique.

Lister spools his Shimano 6.2:1 Curado 200K 
with 50-pound PowerPro Maxcuatro for 
fishing around vegetation, but it’s 20-pound 
fluorocarbon for smallmouth-specific tactics. 
“Fluorocarbon line is a standard when it comes 
to hard-striking smallmouth,” Lister said. “It has 
more stretch than braid but is heavier in overall 
weight. This allows the Rage Blade to be pushed 
down more on a retrieve on long distance casts 
when covering flats.”

Versatile and easy to use, a bladed swim jig is 
a potent presentation from skinny water to deep 
flats, and everything in between. Be sure to tie 
one on this fall for largemouth and smallmouth 
bass. You won’t be disappointed.

(Bladed Swim Jigs for Autumn Bass cont. from page 45.)
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YAMAHA F75
COMPACT SOHC DESIGN I VARIABLE TROLLING SPEED COMPATIBLE I 35 AMP ALTERNATOR OUTPUT
A TOP PERFORMER IN TORQUE AND ACCELERATION WITH LESS WEIGHT AND MORE DISPLACEMENT.

/// HEAD OF THE CLASS

https://www.yamaha-motor.ca/en/water/outboard-motor/mid-power/f75/F75



